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Frer theſe dark and dreadfull dayes of barbarows blindnefſe, oF ſuper- 
A btn the deceit of. I blotuie warres Oe 
gearchad covered the face of this land,it leaſed the bountifulneſſeof God, 
that riches of his love,as not regarding the time of former ignorance,with a 
marvellous mercy to viſit this Realme,by ſending , not one ) onah to ſuch 
4 Ninivie , or one Phillip to ſuch a Samaria, but firſt few, ſince many, 
and all faithfull, holy, wiſe frack to preach the. Goſpelm Scotland , as ins 
another Antiochia. At the terrour of theſe Trumpets, lke ſmoake before 
. ' the winde; were quickly driven away, not onely the darkeneſſe of [dolatrity 
and dammable diſſenſion among the members of thir kingdom,wherein con- 
ſiſted the ſtren grh of that bloudie beaſt, by whoſe tyrannous crueltie , and 
deceivable wayes, Princes and People, were hamefully abuſed, and often 
compelled with the clawes of violexce to ſhed the blond of the Saints ; yea, 
to keep the booke of the unchangeable Teſtament of Jeſus (Chriſt, under 
the cover of a ſtrange tongue, As 4 claſped booke that it ſhould not be read : 
but alſo, many of Ts michriſtian ſett , who inthe time of perſecution 
had uſed the curious Arts of that kingdom of lies,and ſervice of Baal,were 
rurned co the truth of God, and preached the word of his grace, (0 that m 4, 
ſhort time that Remiſh Jericho fell, the people that ſate in ph hv ſaw 4 
great light , and where the power of Satan had prevailed ,the Throxe of 
(briſt was ſet up, the word woke. 6. » 4nd the Lord added to the Kirke 
from day to day, ſuch as were to be ſaved ; ſo magniffing the ſtrength of 
his owne ayme agdinſ# 's enemies, in that proſperous time ; that nether 
ud eAnakims , nor craftie Gibeonites , were able to ſtand before the 
Spiri that ſpake in theſe men of God,when they were but few * an though 
they walked in the fleſh, yet did they not warre after the fleſh,but by the ſpi- 
ritwall armes of bold Preaching, reverent miniſtration of the Sacraments, 
apd fincere ruling of the flocke of Chriſt with diſcretion, and without pax- 
Liahitie, and goes prajing, and often faſting , they baniſhed FA was 
| Barbavitie, Aud | apiſtrie, quenched the fire of contentions , pre ented 


dangers, planted the Kirkes,teached and perſwaded great and: l, pooye 
| Fe Gale ons of all eftater, to wy the Flag, to Lomſs 
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happy dayes oh rms Lord, 

; ts courage like Gideons 300. tn 
wnitic like the Saints rhat firſt received the Goſpel ; in care and diliy 
like the builders of the wall oe and ſo marching hke the 


com of their brethrin,and negleit of the Loy, ceO Scotland ! 
OE Ga > & ſhout with the voyee 
joy : God will ariſe, and his enemies ſhall be” ſcattered ; they al 

efar hate him ſhall ye before him. Thou haſt brought a Vine 
out of Egypt. Thon halt caft.our the heathen , andplanced it. 
Thon made{troome for it, and did cauſe it to take root, and it 

filled the = &c. . # haut ih * | 
The ſuper [Fitions ipnordnt , the erſe Papiſt, the craftie Paraſite, 
and he nbobbeg Flatties the Criſis Ffr.ca les , and the 
looſe-ljver, the time=ſerve'r, and all the ſorts of that filthy ſet , that 
hates ro bee reformed » ofter conſpired againſt Fa building of that glo- 

rious Temple, but all in vaine ; for by the power of God er oy | 
pointed. Tet in theſe la? dayes Fort erous Dalilah bach betrazed 
Sampſ6n ; 4nd told wherein his fbrev pl lay, with no leſſe hurt to thes 
Kirke, thew was performed by the falſe hren ,who were craftily ſent in, 
 a#d crept in privily among ſt the: faithfull , to ſpie out their liberty which 
they had in Chriſt Jeſus, that they naight bring them into bondage. It is 
cleerly knowne to many in this Kingdoms, andin forraine parts , what a 
wall for gg a band for peace, and progreſſe of the Goſpel,was that 
"heavenly diſcipline , whereby brotherly amitie , and ſacre , Ka ie of 
' Prince, Paſtors and Profeſſors, were ſo continued and increaſtd.that all, 
"45 one mein, did Rand _ for the [NEE Sacraments ry Kirke 
"over: ment, againſt t adverſaries eit Iurking or \profeſſea. {t was 
* rhe hedge 0 the Lords vineyard, and the hammer whereby rhe hornes both 
- "of adit [abics”," aud diſobeyers ,. were beaten and broken. eAnd of\ this 
"happy mean it mighs be truely ſaid, that in the ſtrehgth of it , more then 
| by our owne vertwue, were we rong aud prevailed: eAnd to ſharpen our 
 Toveit is thus writteniþy a ftranger, but «friend. Albeit it be nece 
Gafie, that x wha have their CARB Iepn altogethe 
ipcr,yer nothing ſhould letus to behold,as it were;heaven 
o - 4% SE i: npon- 
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in his owne, &c. \s 


uþon earth, 8 
In the which, the many mightie, and long continuing afſaulrs of 
Satan, the like whereof, as I thinke , no Nation ſuſtained , could 


neither defile che puritie of doctrine , nor bow the rule of righe . 


diſcipline. This is2 great gift of God, that he hath becmagine COgE- 


' ©ther to Scotland, both the puritie of Religion , and Diſcip 


whereby, as in a bond, the doctrine is ſafely kept. I pray and be- 
ſeech' you fo ro keep theſe rwotogether,as that ye may be aſſured, 
that if the one fall, the other can no wayes long and, 

It tannos be denyed, but by the ſpace of fifty yeares and above, Scotland 
vane well, the Dottrine was in ſuch ſort preached , and py ap= 
pointed, and prattiſed : _ both profeſs, eſtabliſhed , and con antly de- 
fhded Frrot onely by thoſe faithful men that went before , but by thens 
"who followed, and yet live, in ſuch coucard of Kirk, and politie, that the 
like thereof is ſcarcely to be fond in Storie, or ſcene witheyes in any Nt- 
9 gp the revelatian of the Myſterie of the Goſpel ts the firf® eA- 
poibles. But now of late, with pitie to ſpeake it, no nncircumciſed Philt- 
ſtim, or Afjrian, but ſome of the Diſciples , dejirons to ſit at the right 
hard, and pretending to reffore againe rhe Kingdome to Iſrael, the Kirke 
to hey old rents, an priviledges, at firft did miince, and ſparingly fpeake, 
but afterward prattiſe and loudly preach ; that, except after the manner of 
other Nations, the Kirke of Scotland admitted againe Prelates,the Prire 
ces of that wicked Hierarchie, with ſome untruſty traditions, and change 

things indifferent, as they terme them , but in effett the diſpracing of 


as, ejeiting of Elders, deſtroying of Aſſemblies , and Fulbioring, 


and all in a new ſhape ; it cannot be ſaved , nor vindicate from povertie 
and contempt, bat by the meanes of this maladie obrruded for aremedie. 
Nor onely theſe rvils, bowſoever-at the beginning ſeeming f erp , hath fo 
gouh that like nettles in a fowle fry . they not onely bud and b'oome; 
ut abundantly bring forth drviſions, diſſenſions, and unkindly contentions 
among brethren, to the great joy of the enemies, and griefe_and offence of 
them that frare God. T his ffrange fire hath entred into the (ie of God, 
and hoyriblie barnes on - and. jet 1s it ſo, that ſuch as may will net, and 
uch as are willngycannat, and they that ſhwld be firſt, are leaſt” 2.calois 
id forwd#d to offer their paints, either to cleare and defend the truth , to 
Ppacifie their brethren, or to pleade the canſe of Diſcipline againit the ca- 


Dottrine, Diſcipline, Sacraments,C Rt of Faith, Formes of prayer, 


- Fumanies and cavillations of (uch as by promoting of novelties , ſcekes 
mation ; but nncharitable cle , "= peftt cle \x*N0y pda | 
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prayer to to be fo |; when 
of the ald friends , and ile ep? 

Lord to.worke, for they. have. de- 


Rroyed thy Laws: And of her conſtant friends boldly avow, Therefore 
love they thy commandemencs above gold, yeaabove moſt. fine 


o'd. (ould this pragmaticall courſe of 
y; long profeſſed aphbereef HOe, co 


now almoſ# 


8 WAY , A 


eroxs deſertion from # truth 
or few can be ignorazt, works in our hearts, 
labarions lou, and holy zeal: for that trath 


whereof we are perſwaded,, we, might then be ful aſſured, That 4s jt ws 


ſaid in the books of the warres oft 
in the brooks of Arnon, the banners of bis pomer 
as well at their entrie into ( anaan_againſs t 


bein 
be 


Lord, what he did in the red ſea; and _ 


diſplayed far Iſrael, 


tons , 4s at their 


comming out of Egypt againſt Pharaoh : ſo through the wonderfull wor- 
—_ and unchangeable love, it ſhould be rememt- 


king of his equivalent power, 


 bredin the 
# 


ecords of the reformed Kirkes of Scotland, that what he did 


rſt in ſubſtance, that he did laſt in ceremonie, making the end of his owy 


. works agaiaſt eApoſtates from Diſcipline, profe td by themſelves, and in 
that rejpert renters of brotherly unitie, an 


ble tot 


Hereticks.ls the Lord c 


wg? God forbid. 


jv not 
rimſtone 


dividers of brethren, anſwera- * 


hatyy beginnings thereof againſ# cruell perſecutors , and wic 
the Z Ee ek hed x —_— manner of his as 
For although hee declare not in out times who belong to 
fore ſent from heaven 46 in the | 
her mouth , as in the dayes of Corah ; be raines not ſhawers 
upon the Sodomite: of this age he turns nat ſuch as lacks b 


dayes, of eliah the earth 


into pillars of ſalt to ſeaſon others neithtr is his favour manifeſted towards 


his owne ſecret "oy 
. get the God of Iſrac 
few, ©. trer Teſtament hay 


earthly & wiſihle bleſſingraſo w 
&.0u7, God,& the God ihe 


nce moſt wiſcly d;ſpoſed,& framedfor the weale of his 


the diver ſitie 
pereeiving! 
the folke of 


of pe ages fore 


i nd be 


to affebt rhe meiraclers 


old Teſtament 6s.1he 


ing fila ſecret &. equip4an grove 
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haſte, they conclude , that. be workss not at all... It were” 


eur wiſedome , who live in the laſt remes , rather to determine: with our 


, that as in great and extraordinarie plagues, ſmail and. common 
diſeaſes are ſwallowed up ; ſowill the Lord, Ig all ther warnings, | 
have all cares tobe lift up in feare , to the hearing of the lond Trumpet of 
the Goſpel, ſummoning all fleſh before the 0s er 4 Ci , that 
they may moZt of all tremble at that laſt ſentence ywhich debarres men for 
ever from the face of God, and in the meane time,.. will have the life of his 
owne children hid with (briſt, that in & holy confornaitie with hins, they 
way by many affiittions enter into his Kingdome. eAs the preſent proſpe- 
ritie of the common ſort doth makg their feare the greater ; ſo the _ 
of the Kirks (ould make them with the greater comrage to lift up thei 

ads,and while the day of their redemption drawes neer,to walk with the 
ater fidelitie in their vocations, building the houſe of God with the one 
Lond, fighting with the other,ag ainſt enemies of all ſorts eſpecially theſe 
Sanballars, and Tobiahs, who labowy to make other Kirkes abroad , and 
a great number of the Paſtors and People at hone , to thinks that 4 great 
part of the walls of (hriſts Kirke, builded within this Nation , ſince our 
deliverie from the Romiſh captivitie, are ſo weake , that if a Fox ſhall goe 
up 1epon them, he ſhould breake them downe. And now forſoorh the new 
works riſarg in place of the old to be more firme,and of the old foundation, 
when the myſterie of iniquitie, after long working in ſecret was ſeen mans- 
feſted, pron egnr = brought upon the Kirks. The pure fountaeines 
of holy Scripture ed with the puddle Fn fg IYadit ions, ceremonies 
brought in, and will- ip, And da 1 i [et wp, olicall 
ne aboliſhed, avd Popiſh policie exalted. Tet ſuch in wilful- 

neſſe of men knowing the weakeneſſe of erronr, and force of the truth, that 
mnſturndes in the ſucceeding times have not bluſht to bring in theſe novel- 
ties under the name of ancient veruies ; yea , without (lame, or feare, to 
affirme that this laſt was the primitive and natural face of their mother. 
Jt may be ſeene in theſe dayes, that after 4 large tine, this ſecond myſterig 
working mnder comer, yer alwayes perceived by ſome in this Land," now 
«t laſt. brought to light, according to the warnings of the wiſe watchneeu 
of this. Kirke, 4nd changed the cangely Sorntenance of Chrifts Spouſe, 
further then the lowers of the trurhreawld have thaught , into the Anti» 
obriſtian complexion of that whore of Bahel, and without Gods preven- 
ving #nerc1c,and ow ſpecdy. repentance uhe lcſſe of agreat ſubſtance for 8 


#61 men cry, that the enciext way 
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\ in ep oe lſunc feng 
retaine* the antient Diſcipline of the jen 9s 
* They have renounced nothing , they have abjured nothing 3 you 
Ya. wow ed y as 
of ſchiſmes : and ſuch 


y ar uu love , they are quickly marked , 
would ur ws. Fo 3 p49 p NG for their ; who hath wronght the 
change. As thar old Painter, intending to repre but the body of mg 
expreſſed nothing of t the lineament s of hes = atsre, or members , 
rentin g himſelfe with the reſemblance of the Lyons rhinne ; which How was 
wont 10 Carrie, as the badge of his ſtrength, and Trophie of his honor :- $a 
fomeof his Prentices, for the beanifallf ace of this Kirks', and he 
proportion of her droine Diſcipline do ſer fs e hr ezes of men of this time, 
who never ſaw the faire face, nor felt the ſtrength of ancient order ," that 
roaring Lyons rkomne of E piſcopacie, the pier monſter that this Kirks 
had conflitted with 5 in the moſt part of her meetings, and whoſe chin 
{hoot ws few yeares 'was commonly repute among ft the reFt of the 

en from her enemies. As it was the comrage of wiſe Cato a= 
Cain > ragges of arrogant Greekes , perverting all vericie and anti- 
gwuitic of H orie, and LC 1g the honour of the invention of all things, 
to write a books de Origini Fo vndeargrhe trath from uſt 
preſumption : 3 Tink law dve cane ten happily Iabored in d'f- 
covering the Roman inventions, and bringing to light the beginnings s and 
erngreſe of errour and 2 UI in and corrupting that Kirke ; It 
were tthewiſe to be wiſhed , he ck of this Kirk Kirke , E ter anr bf 
ronrrover oe axty$y oof the generall HNIs; ſo often viſited 
and! » Were now ACC to the intention and care 
of the Kirke, nar the books: of rates which ſhould be lights 
for direttion , and lawes for dicifion of controverſies ariſing thereabout, 


and primed. 
MY A ntoagrl meeſſitie, Je have here the firſt and ſecond bookes of Di» 
ſcipline, wi certaine Alts of the Kirks for clearing your doubts, and con- 


firming the trath againſt ſuch, as delight in vaules of obſcxritie, and cir- 
Cits of circumvention. As there was Cam any miracle — o_ 
Atheiſts, becauſe work of God us 4 miracle them;ſo 
fuing f 7 "o NR we the RN of clorrfirie SF Difanlics, 
who world ſeem to Ftand to their own oath and ancient profeſion,becanſe = 
every line ft of theſe bookes , will be ne wguh = 7 2 
ruth ſhall obtrude her ſelfe to the knowledge of men, not ' them to 
be fo - wil arid ignorant; as world 
So his He on and 
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| The Preface; | 
: bis Light , and ſtay his mind 

wY ws) np Angry rg phe oral Hzcelt. 

ſumma delicti nolle agnoicere quod ignorare p_—_ ; Ie were 


batter, that hr 0 ablijhed order 
Te Ber bnende on arent wg », pur may 


per 

os Arg I 7 Joan a hero the eruth of 
erirgy yi this. fit of diftrattion. among brethren brought this . 
dranght of Diſcipline tothe view of the world ; to ſo many 4s have ſtood, 
rar yok of AN to the c of rheir profeſſion, a confirmati- 
on ;and to ſuch as are toſſea with denbtings, a cleere reſolution. Let it 
be ne derogation te the truth here exprefſed, tror to the labours of theſe . 
wrong who pownrd and paris Reeifhe the fawe, but 4 great 

hot, ſe lying «pon the ſucceeding age » who deprived 
chowolves of Pol 4%. Kirk of ſuch a Abfence, Though the 
books of Gods — ol long hid in the Temple , yet efabrojyood 


when #t — F-f areas could not be Band me 

ing of Baal ſuffered yer 3g, wed 

ſhould not ( hriſtians Fogrr aſhamed to be lefſe affettionaze to Viritie ,then 
ſhe to [dolatric , and namely a truth c _—_ Kingly Office, 
and the Mmifters of his King dome ; kan pen We Can 
neither have comfort of his Bo nor pew gr Jt is the Lord bis 
great , that in the ion of this. Kirk he hath heene 

and ed, King, Prieſt, and Propher. And it ſhall be the 7 
— uw ES efwlh to I incomprehenfible » and 


OPT whole withont rent , and. to 04rric 4 reverent 
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The Prevcert 

called $wger-intenderits, to be figurer, patterns, FFIEW 

7. 4, os urn, A , ſuch as nc he? op world 
fobelcewe om riders ſt Diſciplines fourth: kinde 5c wany 
deving im the wilderneſſe of indsfferency," takes pon" them'ro 

GD wt ne, ; by honear Laſe,or yuwie.e And fome, of 
"rt efterming- all Coty eligion d woatter 
fre oth re e hoe ſo trifler is needlaſſe. 

spainſt " chelite dofpoſtinn 3 

Hor non nt be (Aud in his owne vim ;3f 

ber obſtinate , hee will \inſpire - them with\greater love of his 

trath; to whom he hath given knowledge in meaſure above them who hath 

Tg ; And mereaſe their knowledge, in whoſe hearts he hath 
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of the ble 2d Evangelof Fe 7a ak - us fri jad 


hobo Savraments . emer. Kr e of \this Realm? t tg 
fk i my EEE = . 
a4rwere with t rents, er the ſame 
grains Priceſor, By Comment No Ys Mark h 
EE IEEE eng en on 
e-Goſpe!, and the diſcipline rice may be ſeen in eſs 
tath 7 em for delrverance from their 


PETE bene devoured the _— 
Foo hacks rage pace aber 7c raged we n 


Aftrange (uſe; avid —_ 
arr — to loſe 
wk bay 6700 gota great Bene bur hee 
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The Prefates - 


4nd wiſely to diſt; berwixt the Kirks purpoſe andintentien in every 
particular, and their poſſibility to performe and prattiſe as circumſtances 
coneurred, or were contrary : As for example, they intended re fident Mi 
nifters, one or moe, as Kirks were of largeneſſe , with Elders and Dea» 
cons. Item, Dottors of Divinitie for Schools, Aſſemblies generall, 

vinciall, weekely meetings for the interpretation of the Scripture , which 
afterward at Edinburg nd wh 1579. were judged to be 4 
Presbyterie : Andi hey abborred wh Oli pawn, and Hierar- 
chie : but with ORE paines and frequent meetings was abuſes condem- 
ned,and order eſtabliſhed ; ſo that for lack of ordinary Soy planted, 
CF in that reſpett lack of lawfull mb, they were forced occaſionally 
ro uſe $ uper-intendents,and Viſiters of Countries, who afterward in the 
Ro eAſemblie holden at ns gh the 4. EPS a 1 590.when 


Presbyters were well and orderly ht 16 » were declared neither to be 


= ati, pe »d books of Diſciph d bythe 
Farmrthty, t. ana (eco e of Diſcipline, perne. the Mint 
wiſters of the reformed Kirkg, and the firſ# booke at the # © and com- 
mandement of the great Councell of Scotland, ſubſcribed by tho greateſ# 
part thereof, and erward by many more, as may a! x 6 eAlts 
the pray berry: ſtanding inſert in Regiſter of the 
Tk. ordained to be ſubſcribed ray” hag Alts of _ A ſemblic, and 
confirmed by hy 3c are ur for one end : Towit, to dirett reformati- 
on in Dottrine, rota] apr" exerci wel of of Difiphn, and to reſiſt Ide- 
latrie and corruptions. particular purpoſes : The 
ſecond for vs refill, free the jor inriſabEtion foe the Kirk. 
as it agrees, or ts diſtinguiſhed rv4ll Policie, the Office. bearers 
of the Kirk with their ; 599 ay” the ſender the Kirk, diſtinitions 
thereof ; the Patrimony of the Kirk,, ana diſtribution thereof ; the 
Office of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the Kirk, ; —— of refar- 
mation, with the utility of the ſaid bookes , &c. ltem , cither of the ſaid 
_ confirme the other , and "—_ them aboliſh , 0r innovate tha 
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AE-1'S 


OF THEGENERALLAS- 


SEMBLY FOR CLEERING AND 
CONFIRMING THE SAID BOOKES 


OF DISCIPLINE, AND AGAINST 
THE ADVERSARIES THEREOF. 


For the Fir {# Booke, 


J Ecauſe thelives of Miniſters ought tobee I dinkergb 
ſuch, as thereby others may be provoked ul. 30, 
to godlineſſe, It becomes them firſt to be 1592+ 
tried, after the triall of the Superinten- 

{dents, ifany man have whereof to accuſe 

thera in life, doArine, or execution of 


& Elders ofcvery Kirk be tricd,8&c. I» that 
Nl whole ordinance anent trial, aud in the Con- 
=" funtion following anent the ſubjetion of all 
forts of Miniſters to the Dsſcipline of the Kirk, there u no mention of 
Biſhops, or any ſorts of Prelates, as not acknowledged to have any place 
in the Miniſtry of the Reformed Kirke. 
Mr, Alexander Gordone, called Biſhop of Galloway, a_—_ Ihidems. 
xrition for the Superintendencic of Galloway, was refuſed 
ſos had not obſerved theorder of calling Supcrintendeats, and in 
the ineanc; time was required to ſubſcribe the booke of Diſcipline, 
 H#hereit evident that by his Epiſcopacy be night exerciſe no Mini- 
| rant andre hone prepay oe Cog hey would 
O70 , 5; 5; 3 not 
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Saas ©: Aﬀts of the Generall Aſſemblies. 
not adwit hin to be Super -intendent , ex cept hee [ubſcribed the books of 
Diſclpline. And let this be remembred for the as þ 59 others, of 
whons there may be ſeen: a great number at the end of rhe ſaid booke. 

Ibidew, © It is concluded by the whole Miniſters aſſembled, That all Mini- 

ſters ſhall be ſfubje to their Super-intendenrs, in all lawfull Ad- 
monitions,as is preſcribed as well inthe booke of Diſcipline, @ in 
the eletion of Super-intendents, Here ob ſerve two things, Firſt,that 
Sup intend: nts might not doe what pleaſed them: Sec i, that obeds- 

ence to bee performed to then was injoyned by the Kirk, and ſer downe in 
the booke of Diſcipline an1 in the el:Uttion of Super-intendents. | 
Thidew A Minilter lawfully admitted,ſhall not bee removed, but accor- 
ding to the order of the booke of Diſciplingg ſo that the ſaid booke 
| is both the warrant of orderly admiſfion, and orderly removing, 
Ednburgh According to the fourth head of the booke of Diſcipline concer- 
_— 5: ning the lawtull eleAion of Miniſters, the Aſſemblic ordaines, That 
9 Inhibition ſhall be made toall and ſundry perſons, now ſerving in 


the Miniſtery, who have not centred into their charges by the order 
inthis ſame head appointed, And this Ac to have (trengeh as well 
againſt them that are called Biſhops, as others pretending any Mt- 
niſtery within the Kirk, 

Edinburgh It was thought needfull, for further confirmation of the booke 

Deceas. x5, of Diſcipliac, that the Earle Marfaal, Lord Rurhwen, Lord Secre- 

1563. tar, the Commendator of K:/winning, the Biſhop of Orkyay, Cl.rk 
of Regiſter, Imffice Clerke Mr. Henry Balnaves, D avid Forreſter and 
Mr. GeorgeBuchanan,or any three,or foure of them,ſhould over-ſcc 
thefaid booke, and diligently conſider the contents thereof, noting 
their judgemeat in writ, and report the ſame tothe next Afſſem- 
bly gencrall of the Kirk: or,if any Parliament chance to tc in the 
mean time, that they report their judgements to the Lords of the 
Articles,that ſhall happen to be choſen before the ſaid Parliament. 
By theſe it #5 evident, that our Kirk acknowledged the firſt books to bee 
be A of Diſcipline, and no wayes to be abolifhed, but for the wſe of 
the Kirk to be further confirmed, 


For the ſecond Booke of Diſcipline 
Edinburgh A Nent the canſes of the Kirk, and jurifdiaion thereof, the AL 
Jobs 


APTIED "a \ 


Iunii 2.5. bly appointed, the laird of Dann, Mr. John Winram, Nr. 
1564. Sportiſwod, Mr. John Wiloch,Superointendents;Mr./abs Row, | 
George Hay, Robere Pont, Obs Gudman, Thomas Drumond, | 
Jabs... Knox, Jo . Crag , eg, Gage A 


OO. ltr of the General Aſſemblies. 1 
Robert Hammiltown; Clement Intile;thic lairds of Landie, Elephin« 
ftoun, Karnal, Kers, and Thomas Scot of Abburtifball, to conveen 

the morn after the ing, and to reaſon and conferre ancnt the 

faid cauſes and juriſdiction, 

? Ordaincs an humble ſupplication to bee made to the Lords of Edinburgh 
? ſecret Councell, anent the commiſſion of juriſdiction, ſupponed Decem. 25+ 
4 granted to the Biſhop of S, Andrewes, to the cffeR, that their ho« 1566. 
: 


#.0h--""Y 


nours may ſtay the ſame, in reſpe& that theſe cauſes, for the moſt 

rt, judged by his uſurped authority pertaine tothe Kirk, and 

7 fowbeit or hope of good things the Kirk did over-ſce the Queens 
- Majeltics Commiſſion given to ſuch men, who for the moſt part 
: were cur brethren, yet can the Aſſembly no wayes be content 
that the Biſhop of Saint eLadrewes, a conjured enemy to Chriſt, 
uſc that juriſdiRion; as alſo in reſpeR of that coloured commitl- 


t ſion,he might uſurpe againe,his old uſurped authority,and the ſame 

1 might bee the meane to oppreſle the whole Kirk by his corrupt 

r Judgemear. L 

The wholcAſſcmbly thought mect that certaine brethren be ap« x4;»wyh 


pointed to concurre at all times with ſuch perſons of Parliament,of Decem. 25. 
ſecret Councell, as my Lord Regents Gracc hath nominate for ſuch * 567- 

e affaires as pertain tothe Kirk and juriſdiion thereof, and allo for 

- deciſion of queſtions that may occurrein the meanc time,vis,' Mrs. 

k Tohn Knox, & Tom Craig Miniſters of Edinhwrgh;The Super-inten- 

el dents of Angne, and Lothiane, David Borthuike, Thomas AMackcal- 

C z4n, David Lindſay Minilter at Leith, George Hay at Ruthven, and 

g Tohn Row at S. Tohyſtonn, 


i= Letters dire&:d from the Aﬀemblyby their Commiſſioners, to Edinburgh 

p the Earls, Lords,and Barons,v«z. the Earls, Hwntly, Argyle, Caſſels, F = op 

ec Rothes, Marſhal, Mnnteith,and Glexcarne;to the ords, Boyd, Dru- mths 

e. mond, Sanchar,Heres,Yeſter, Cathcart, Mr. of Grabame, Flemin g Lee 
vingſton Forbes, Salton ,Glames,0 gilus,Mr, of Sinclare, Gray, Ob 

of phant , Methven,Innermeth,M. of Somervell; Barons, Lockinvar, Gars 


lies ,Shireft of Air,GlenurquherSir [a, Hamiltown,B onimngton; Com 
mendatares, Arbroth Kilwinnin ,D unfermling, Saint Colms, News 
battel, Halyrood houſe hevring them that the Aembly had of long 
time travelled both-inpublick and private, withall eſtates, conti- 
mually craving of their honours in fpetiall, thatthe courſe of the 
Ev of lalvation, now onceof theliverall mercy of God re- 
ſorod to this Realme , might continue to all thrir-comrforts, and 
theit poſtorities, And that for * furthering and maintaining 
| 2 there» 


— Los 


> REY C$1.-fba CN | | = 77 , | 
policy-and fall tiberty mightbee granted to this 
within'Scotland)&ec; on no, 
Lord:Regent, That his Grace-would 
rc ap theCouncel,convene with them that 
ofthe:Afﬀeeinbly, to confer anent the juriſdiRion of 


E {imburgh | My-Lord Regents Grace ordaincs the perſons nominate in'the 
Isl. 1,1 56g. a&: gf Parliament to-'convenc the time of the next chekker, and 
de.ine and hmitate the jurifditionof the Kirk, according. to: the 
word of God; and a&tof Parliament made tkerc ancnt Extrat?. 
altc ſecretarii confolii, Alexander Hay, | 
Elinkergh Articles pertaining to the juriſdiction of the Kirk to be propo- 
Merti 5, ned to the Regents Grace and ſecret Councell, and ſought to 
1570. appointed by them. 1, That the Kirk have the jadgement of true 
and falſe Religion, of doctrine, herefics, and fuctlike, annexed to 
the preaching of the word, and miniſtrations of the Sacraments, 
2. ion; examination,and admiſſion of them,that arc admitted 
tothe Miniſtery, or other fuanions of the Kirk, charge of foules, 
and Eccleſiaſticall benefices , the ſuſpenſion,:and deprivation of 
them there-from for lawfull cauſcs; 3-:Altchings concerning the 
Diſcipline-ofthe Kirk which ſtand in correRion of manners, ad- 
monitions, excommunications; and /recejving to- repentance, 4, 
The judgement 'of Ecclefialticall: matters betwixt perſons that 
arc inthe Kirk, and cſpecially among them that are conſtitute it 
the Miniſtery, as well concerning bencficiaric cauſes, as others. 
5+ Iuriſdi&ion-to procecd by admonitions, to the proceſſe of ex- 
communication, if necd be ,againſt them. that rob the patrimony 
of the Kirk, pertaining to the Miniſtery, or otherwayes intromet 
therewith unjuſtly, whereby the Miniltery is in danger to decay 
by occafion of the poverty ofthe Miniſters, 6. And becauſe the 
conjunRion- of Marriages pertaincs. to the Miniſtery, the cauſes 
of adherence. and divorcements ought alfo to pertaine to them, 
| x5 naturally annexed thereto. | FRG We | 
Edinburgh Brethren appointed to make an overture of the po iCic, and-ft- 
-: Apr. a4, Fildiction ofthe Kirk , &c, For the Welt country, the Biſhop of 
2 Fs '1576.Sefff Glaſgow, Mrs. 4udrow Melvil, Androw Hay, James Graig Dawyid * 
WD” So (roninghame; For Lowthiene Mrs. Robert Pant, James Lowſon,Da- 
vid Lindſay, Clement Littil, and Alexander Simme. For Fyfe, the 
Super-intendent thercof, with the principal maſtersof ow 
e on ty. , 
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verſitic, For Angw and Adrrne;the Laird of Dwnne William C 

- Reſort, Tobwr Row, Wilkam Rind, Iobu D wnkeſone: for Aberdene,Mits. 

"John Craig, AMtexannder Arbuthmnot , weuc l' , and their:perſons 
to conveen, il country -and rank in the places followipg,v#z4The 
: Weſtiin*O01a/row: ' L'thian, in Edinburgh, Fyfe; in Saint Andrewes: 

! Ange ;7 in AMantrers: the. firkt; Tueſday of {awe next to come, to 
Confer and' adviſe upon the faid matter, and- to: have generall 

« meetingor conventions, two, or one-at leaſt ,-ot ilk country, in 
'Stipheg, the laſt of 1ujy thercafter, to communicate-and.cognofce 
upon their whole travels and latours taken herein, and to con- 
ferre hereupon, and report what they have found, ard conceived 
in the faid matter, tothe next Aſſembly, , 


The brethren depute to the conceiving and forming of the heads Edi burgh 


of the policic of the Kirk, being; called to give account of their di- 9%. 1- 
ligence, preſented.the; fame as they had made partition thereof '577” 
at the Aſſembly in Stiriing: The heads penned by Maſter John 
Row, and James Lowſon, were read, and nothing ſaid againſt, cx- 
cept that one of the ſaid Mr, /obn, his Articles was referred to fur- 
ther diſputation, All menbeing required, that had any good rea» 
ſon or Argument to propone, mn the contrary to alledge the fame; 
or if they would- not; publickly reafon on the ſaid head, to reſort 
to the ſaid Commiſhoners, where travell ſhould bee taken to-lati- 
fie them; leaving to them liberty alſo, before the heads be recol- 
leRed and ordered in one body, to make argument; as they-thinke 
good againſt thefame 
The Laird of Daw thought the head given to him obſcure. The 
Afembly deſired him to conferre with the remanent Commiſſio= 
ners the morne at 7. houres, that he may te relolved. of the: mean- 
img thereof, 
The Remanent heads being prolix, were thought good to be con» 
trated in ſhort propoſitions to be preſented topublick reading. 
Seſs. 2. 
Thehead committed to Mr, Androw Hay, being read in face of 
the Aſſembly, nothing was proponcd againſt the fame, except the 
Article anent the ſuſpention of Miniſters,referred to further reaſaw 
Ring. D avid Forgu/oxehis. part being read,the 18. Article was re- 
. ferred and'nothing fpoken againſt the reſt. The points committed 
t0 Mrs. dvdrow Ha) Robert Pont, D avid Lindſay, nothing alled- 
gea in the contrary. The heads committed to Mr. Tohy Craig read, 
-were defired to be borntotIod anc ollitis referred to 
3 Seſs. 
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The wholelabours of the brethren taken upon the matter,and ar- 
= of the policy being wholly read in publick audience ofthe 
flembly, it was thought expedient that their whole travailes and 
- worke in this matter being now diſperſed, (ſhould be reviſed and 
peruſed by ſome brethren, and digeſted and diſpoſed in good and 
convenient orderyto be thereafter preſented to the Aſſembly, And 
for that fe the Aſſembly appointed the brethren Mrs. /ames 
Lowſone, Androw Melvil, Tohn Craig,George Hay,to conveene toe 
gether to appoint the hourcs and place thereto, and to remaine 
thereat while the matter be brought toan end, And inthe meane 
time, if it pleaſe any to reaſon with them in the matter, to have ac- 
celle thereto, 


Seſ5, 6. 

Commiſſioners direted from this Aſſembly to the Regents 

Grace for informing his Grace anent the travels of the Kirk in the 
matter and argument of the policy, returned, and reported, his 
-Grace liked well of thejr travels, and labours they tooke in that 
matter,requiring expedition,and haſty outrcd thereof. 

Seſs. 9. | 

The brethren appointed to colleR the heads of the policie pre- 
ſented of before, reported the ſamegathered and colleAed in order, 
and digeſted in one body,and all men were required,thar had good 
reaſon,or argument to proponc, to offer them thereto. ] hree heads 
were called in doubt,One de Diaconats,another de jure Patronatus, 
the third de Divortis, whercin they were not reſolved, nor fati(- 
fied, As tothe reſt,nothing was thought ir the contrary, nor op- 

ned thereto. 

Theſe three heads ſtanding in controverſic, and diſputed in «- 
trampue partem, yet further diſputation was reſerved to the morne 
to any man. that liked to take the part of reaſoning upon him a- 
gain(t the ſaid heads, Becauſe the matter of the _ of the Kirke 
colleRed by the brethren, is not yet in ſuch perte& torme;as is re- 
quiſite, and fundry things arc largely intreated, which would bee 
more ſummarily handled,others required further dilatation,for re- 
colleing thereof, and putting the fame in good order,and forme, 
and for avoiding of ſuperfluity, and obſcurity , the ſubſtantialls 
being kept, The Aſſembly preſently hath willed their beloved bre- 
thren, Mrs. R. Poxt, and Iawes Lowſon, to take trayell and labour 
inthe premiſſes, And to the effect, that the worke may w_ 
oy tter 
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fo readineſl againſt rall Aſer 
bly, which. is ordained to begin af Flatergh the 25. of Oftober 
next to_ come, the Aſſembly hath ordained their brethren the 
Laird of Dux, Mrs. Alexander Arbuthnot, 4#drow Melvill; Toby 
Crais, Andrew Hay, George Hay, Tohy Row, David Linaeſay, Toby 
D #nke/ene,to aſſemble & convene together the 19, of O ober next 
in Ediburgh,to reviſe and conſider the travels of the faid brethren, 
that the ſame may be the moreadviſedly proponed publickly, as is 
ſaid. In the mean time ſach as pleaſe toreaſIn in the matter, to 
have acceſſe to the ſajd brethren. And likewiſe ordained the viſi- 
tours of Countrics, to make intimation to the Barons, that the ſaid 
work is in hands, and to be treated in the next general! conven=- 
tion, deſiring their preſence and concurrence thereto. 


: next generall Aﬀſems 


Becauſe the matter ofthe policy, and jurifdi&ion of the Kirk, Edinburgh 


committed to the recolleRing, forming, and diſpofing of certain © 


ob,zy., 


brethren,being now preſented by them, was thought expedient to ' #7: 


be propounded and intreated the morne after the reading of the ge. 
nerall heads thereof, The whole brethren were required to ad- 
viſe with themſelves, if they found any other head neceffaric to be 
diſputed then thoſe, and to ſignific the fame to the Aſſembly the 
morne. My Lord Regents grace deſired the Aſſembly to proceed 

forward earncſily in the policie,wherein they were labouring,and 

to put the ſame to an end. 

Thereſt of this day being conſumed in examination of the tra- 
vells taken upon the policie, as is noted thereupon to the next Scf- 
ſion, the Aſſembly ordaines it to be proceeded further in, 

Seſs. 6. 
This Seſſion being wholly 1mployed inreafoning upon the heads 
of the Juriſdiction of the Kirk,the ſame argument was ordained to 
be followed out the morne, fo farre as time may ſerve thereunto, 


The heads of the policie and juriſdition of the Kirk being zdmurgh 
wholly read, and thought good that the ſame ſhould be preſented 00. 25, 
to my Lord Regents grace,as agreed upon by reaſoning among the 577+ 


brethren, faving the head de Diaconatz,which is ordained to be gi- 
ven in with a note,that the ſame is agreed upon by the molt part of 
the Aſſembly, without prejudice of further reaſoning, to the effe&t 
that the ſaid heads may be put i» Mundo, diſpoſed and ſet in good 
order, according to the mind of the Aſſembly, The Aﬀembly hath 
willed Mrs, James Lowſon, Robert Pont, D avid Lindſay, and the 
Clerke of the Aſſembly to labour with diligence therein, 'and 90 


_ [| 
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as, Mr. Jam:s Carmichael ,and Tobn By being ſeen by 
them according. to the faid origiaall, to be preſented by the faid 

Mrs, James Lowſen, Robert Pont and David Lindſay, together with 
 alſupplication penned anddclivered to them by the Aﬀſembly un» 

to.my Lord Regents grace, and in caſe conference and reaſoning 

bee ſoughtby his grace upon the faid heads preſented to his grace, 
the Aﬀflembly hath ordained the Laird of Da», Mr. Patrick Adem- 
ſen ,Tobn Craig, Tohn Row, Alexander Arbuthnot g Androw Melvill, 
James Lowſon, Robert Pont, David Lindſay, Androw Hay, George 
Hay,and [obn Dwukeſon to concurre and await upon the faid —_ 
rence,as they ſhall be adyertiſcd by his Grace, 
Edinburgh For as tnuch as the generall Aſſembly hath thought meet, that 
April. 24. the travels taken by them upon th? policie, ſhall be preſented to 
1578, the _ Majcſty, and his highneſſe Councell, it was found meet 
that beforc the copics thereof were delivered, they ſhould be yet 
reviewed and oyer-ſen by Mrs, Robert Pont, Lemes Lowſon, "0 
David Lindſay, and being written over according to the originall, 
one copy ſhould be preſented by them to his highacſle, with a ſu 
ſomes penned by them to thateffe&, and another copy to the 
aſcll. The time tobe at the diſcretion of the ſaid brethren, fo ic 
| be before the generall faſt. And incaſe conference and reaſoning 
£ be craved upon the ſaid heads, the Aſſembly hath nominated Mr, 
Tobs Craig, Alexander Arbuthnot, the Laird of Dun, William Chri- 
fteſwn, Joby Row, D avid Forgaſon, Robert Pont, James Lowſon, David 
Lindſay, Tolm Dunkeſon, Androw Helvill, And-ow Hay, Tames 
Craig, to concurrc and convene at ſuch times appointed by the 
King and Counſcll as advertiſement ſhall be made to them by the 
faid three brethren, And that. the faid Commillioners at the ſaid 
conference, reaſon alſ> ia the head of the ceremonics, and how 
farre Miniſters may meddle with civill afaires , and if they may 
vote in Counſcll or Parliament, 

Edinburgh It was required, that if any brother had any reaſonable doubt, 

- i ih or argument to propone anent the head de Diaconats , that hee 
+ 397”. ſhould be ready the morne to offer his reaſons, where hee ſhall bes 

hcard and reſolyed. 

| According. to the ordinance made yeſterday , all perſons that 


have onable doubt, or argument to propone agaialt ths 
head ofthe required | 


bd .» 


policie, were required to propone the ſame, and _ | 


offercd ary argument to the contrary, 
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ET 1 Mrgfthicemril Afentii, 
Thegenerall Afſembly of the Kirk finding univerſall corruption'!5idexs. 
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of the'whole cſtates of the body of this Realme , the great cold=-' 
neſſe and ſlackneſſe in Religion 1n the greateſt part of the profef-* 
fors of the ſame, with the dayly'* increaſe of all kind of fearefult 
firmes and caormitics, as inceſt , adultcries, murthers,and namely 
recently committed in Edinburgh, and Sterling, curſed ſacriledge; 
ungodly ſedition and diviſion within the bowels of the Realme, 
with all manner of diſordered and ungodly living, which juſtly 
hath provoked our God, although —_ and paticnt,to 
Aretch out hisarmein his anger, to corre and vitſite the iniquity 
ot the land, and namely by the preſent penury, famine, and hun- 
ger, joyned with the civill and inteſtine ſeditions , whereunto 
doubtleſſe greater judgements muſt ſucceed, if theſe his correRi- 
ens work noreformation nor amendment in mens hearts, Seeing 
alſo the bloudy concluſions of the cruell Councels of that Romar 
beaſt, tending to cxtermine, and raſe frem the face of all Emrop, 
the true light of the bleſſed word of falvation : for theſe cauſes, 
and that God of his mercy would blefſe the Kings highneſle, and 
his regiment, and make him to have'a happy and proſperous go- 
vernment\,as alſo to put in his Highnes heart, and inthe hearts of 
his noble Eſtates: of Parliament, not onely to make and eſtabliſh 
good politick lawes for the weale and-good government of the 
Realme, but alſo to ſet and eſtabliſh ſuch a policy, and diſcipline 
in the Kirk, as is craved in the word of God, and is contained,and 
penned already .to be preſented to his Highnes, and Councell that 
1n the one,and the other, God may have his due praiſe,and the age 
ro come an example. of upright and godly dealing. Therefore 
the Aſſembly hath ordained the A& preceding hercanent, to be 
preciſcly kept in all points. 

F pare Bs: 


The Afſembly deſired the report of the brethrens proceedings, 
who expounded, and ſhew, that according to their commiſſion, 
thzy cxhibitc to the Kings Majeſty a copy of the heads of the poli- 
cy;with the ſupplication unto his Grace, who gave a very eomfor- 
table & good anſwer, That not only would he coneurte-with the 
Kirk inall things that might advance the true Religion, preſently 
profeſſed within this Realm,but alſo would be a proteRor for the 
Kirk, and thereafter his Grace 7 to the Councell the ſaid 


ſup- 


=. 


] as 1n the laſt Aſſembly commiſſion was given to cer- Sterling 
taine brethren to preſent to the Kings Highnes and Councel, the Funii 10. 
heads of the policic of theKirk, with a ſupplication to his Graces 1573. 
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Gppllcione who nominate perſons to conferre in the matter, 
and by his Majeſtics procuremeat obtained of the Councell, that 


they might chooſe ſo many Miniſters to conferre, as was at length 
upon,which conference is ready to be ſhowen, 


Inre{peR that at the delire of the Aſſembly , a certaine of the 


+ Nobility were convened, viz, my Lord Chancellor, the Earle of 


Montros, my Lord Seaton, my Lord Lyndſay,it was cxponed and 
ſhowen. to the Moderator of this Aſſembly, what care, and tudy 
the Aſſembly had taken to entertaine and keepe the purity of the 
ſincere word of God, unmixed with the invention of their c.wne 
heads, which their ſpeciall cace was to reſerve to the poſterity 
hereafter. And ſeeing that the true religion is not able to continue, 
nor endure long, without a good diſcipline and policy, in that part 
have they alſo 1imployed their wit and ſtudy, and drawne forth out 
of the pure fountaines of Gods word, ſuch a —_— as-is mecct 
to remainein the Kirk, -which they preſented to the Kiugs Maje» 
ty,with their ſupplication, at whoſe direRion certaine Commil- 
fioners were appointed to reaſon with ſuch as were deputed by 
the Kirk, where the whole matter being diiputed, was reſolved 
and agreed, except a few heads, and thercafter againe preſented to 
the Lords of the Articles, that the faid Diſcipline might bave 
place, and bee eſtabliſhed by the aRts and lawes of the Realme, 
wherein no the lefle their travells have not ſucceeded, praying 
therefore the Nobility preſent, as well openly to make profeſſion 
to the Afſembly, if they will allow, and maintaine the Religion 
preſently eſtabliſhed within this Realme, as alſo the policy and 
diſcipline already ſpoken of, and to labour at the King and Councels 
hands,for an infivee to the heads following, to wit, That his Grace 
and Counccll will cſtabliſh tuch hcads of the policy, as were al» 
xeady relolved and agreed upon by the faid Commiſſioners, and 
pr fuch others as were not finally agreed on to be reaſoned, and 
ut toancnd, aad that his Grace and Councell will reſtore to the 
Kick thoaR of Parliament concerning the Thirds z And that none 
yote in the Parliament in name of the Kirk, except fuch as ſhall 
have commiſſion from the Kirk to that cffet. And that preſenta» 
tions to benefices be direed to the Commillioners of Countries, 
where the bencficcs lic. And to the cnd that the matter may 
bee the better and ſooner exped, that their Lord(hips would ap- 
point ſachtime convenient thereto,as they may beſt ſparc,that ſuch 
of the brethren as ſhall beo named thereto, may wait I” == 
Os. 


| 
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Honours. Herennto the faid Noblemen anſwered, that a partof 
them had made a publick profeſſion of this Religion before,al- 
waycs now they declare and profeſſe the Religion preſently pro» 
feſlcd within this Realme, and that they ſhall maintaine the 
to thcir power. As to the reſt, they think good the King and his 
Conncell bee ſuited, and they ſhall infiſt with the King for anſwer 
_ The time to that cff<& they ſhall notific to the Aſſembly 

e morne. 

That becauſe in the laſt conference holden at Sterling by his Edinburgh 
Graces command concerning the policy of the Kirk, certaine Ar» 14% 7. 
ticles there ancnt remaine yet unreſolved, and referred to further * 579+ 
conference, Therefore the Aſſembly craves of his Majeſty that per- 
ſons unſpotted of ſuch corruptions as are defired to be reformed, 
may be nominate by his Majeſty to proceed in the further confe- 
rence upon. the ſaid policy, and time and place to be appointed to 
that cfteR. 

The queſtion being proponed by the Synods of Lowthiane tothe rlidew, 
generall Aſſembly anent a generall order to be taken for crefing 
of Presbytcrics in places where _ excrciſc is uſed, unto tha 
time the policy of the Kirk be cltabliſhed by law; It is anſwered, 
that the exerciſe may be judged tobe a Presbytery. 

An Article propounded by the Commiſſioners of the Kirk to 9yygy, 
his Majeſty and Counccll , that the booke of policy may beccſta- Iii 12. 
bliſhed by an a& of privy Councell, while a Parliament bee had,at : 580. 
which it may bee confirmed, 

Foraſmuch as travells have beene taken in the forming of the G1,fgow, 
policy of the Kirk, and divers ſuits made to the Magiſtrate for ap- 4prils 24; 

robation thereof, which albeit hath not yet taken the happy cf 155%» 
et which good men would crave, yet that the rolterity (honld 
Judge well of the preſent age, and of the meaning of the Kirk, the 
Aſſembly hath concluded, that the booke of policy agreed to wn 
divers Aſſemblies vcfore , ſhould beeregiſtrate amonglt the As 
of the Aflemblics, and remaine therein ad perpetnany res menu- 
riam: And the Copics thereof to be taken by every Presbytery, Of 
the which booke the Tenour followeth, &c. 

For as much as it is certaine, that the word of God cannot bee Edinburgh 

kept in the owne lincerity, without the holy Diſcipline be had in Azue. 4; 
obſcrvance, It is therefore by common m—_ of the whole Brc» 1 599, 


thren and Commilſioners preſent,concluded,that whoſoever hath *.Galewey 
borne office in the miniſtery of the _ within this Realme, or Nedergtor- 
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bee 
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that preſently beares, or ſhall hereafter beare office hercin, ſhall 

«wi ed by cvcry particular Presbytery where their reſidence 
to ive the heads of Diſcipline of the Kirk ofthis Realme, 
at length ſet downe and allowed by a of the whole Aſſembly, 
inthe book of policy, which þ rcgiltrat in the Afſembly-bookes, 
and namely the heads controverted by enemics of the Diſcipline 
of the reformed Kirk of this Realme, betwixt and the next Syno- 
dall Aﬀemblics of the Provinces, under the paine of excommunt- 
cation to be executed againſt the non-ſubſcrivers;, and the Presby- 
teries which ſhall bee found remiſle or negligent herein, to re- 
ccive publick rebuke ofthe whole Aſſembly. And to the cftect 
the ſaid Diſcipline may be knowne, as it ought to be,to the whole 
brethrengIt-is ordained that the Moderator of cach Presbytery ſhall 
receive from the Clerke of the Aflembly, a copy of the 1aid booke 
under his ſubſcription, upon the expenſes of the Presbytery, be- 
twixt and ths firſt day of September next to come, under the pain 
to bee openly accuſed in face uf the whole Aſſembly. 


Edinburgh The Aflemdly ordaincs,that the Diſcipline contained jn the as 
tulii 2. ofthe generall Aſſembly be kept as well in Angus and Herne, as 
1591, inallotherparts, 
ACTS CONCERNING THE 
Adverfaries of Diſcipline, 

Ir is to bee marked,that ſuch as adbered to Papiſiry were enemies both to reformt- | 
tion and Diſcipline, and ſuch as embraced the true Riligion, whetber Kirkwen | 
er other Profefſors,end yet poſſeſſed rhe Kirk rents, were not onely unbearty | 
friends, bat, under colour and in policie, a+ great bindexrs 84 lovers of the venice 
fees and lrvings belorgirg to the ſcrvue of God. 

Edinburgh Lexander Gordon, being Biſhop of Galloway, is no otherwile 
_ 40» Aacknowledged by the Aſſembly inreſpett of fpiricuall fun- 
is Aion,then as a private man void of Juriſdiction; and thereforc hee 

and the reſt of that ſort, are not ſimply ſet downe by their title of 

Biſhop,but by a note as it were ofdegradation, [ fs called ] to wit, 

by cuſtome, but by no right. 

Edinburgh The ſaid Mr, Alexander Gordon without refpe& to his place ,or 
Decem. 2 5, Biſhopricke, is inrolled after the Super-intendents, and is thus de- 
1562, figned,Mr, Alexander Gordon, intitulate Biſhop of Galloway, and is 


there leited for the Super-integdencie of Dwxfrice, Liddi/daill,and 
Galloway and gets commiſlion to preſent Miniſters, Exhorters,and 
Readers, for planting of Kirkes, and to doe ſuch other things as 
hath beenc herctofore accuſtomed, Maſter 
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Mt. Alexander Gordon,named Bithop of Galloway,was removed, S.Tobnfon. * 
out of the Aſſembly, and accuſed by the Laird of. Gairles; his ex- Tunii'z5, © 
caſes werenot found altogether reltvant,and therefore the Aſſeme 1553+ 
bly appointed order to be taken anent the matter complained upon, 

The Aſſembly ordained-commiſſions to be given tothe pubop Toidem, 
of Galloway, Orkyay and Cater, for the ſpace ofa yereaftcr the 
date hercof,to plant Kirks,8&c, within their owne bounds, and that 
the Biſhop. of Gatoway .haunt,:as well. the: Shirefdome of wig- 
ron as the Stewardic of Kirkwbright,reckoned within his bounds, 

It was then ordained, that when any bencfice ſhall chance to Ibidem. 
vake, or is now vacant, that a qualified perſon be preſented to the 
Super-intendent of that Province whero the benetice vakes, and 
that he being ſufficient be admitted Minilter to that Kirk which is 
deſtitute of a Paſtor , that ignorant Idiots bee not placed 1n fuch 
roomes by them that are yet called Biſhops,and are not. 

Mr. Robers Pont complained upon the Biſhop of Duxblaxe, that Ibidew, 
the ſaid Biſhop latcly ſaid, and cauſcd-iay Maflc in D wnblare, con- 
trary to the tenor of the AR made thereanent, &c. 

Remember to make ſupplication- to the Queenes Majeſty and Tbidem, 
her Counccll , for remitting the thirds , or any part thereof to the 
Biſhops, that arc cleQed by the Kirk, to bee Commiſſioners to 
plant Kirkes within their bounds. | 

A ſentence of unquhile James Biſhop of Rofſe, Comnmilſioner to Ibidem, 
unquhile James Archbiſhop of Saint 4ndrewes,pronounccd againſt 
Iames Hammiltoun of Kincavel, was declared wicked,ungodly,and 
wrangully led. 

Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, and other Perſons beneficed, being of rdivturgh 
the Kirk, who reccive teinds and awaite not on the lock commiut= Decem. 2 5 
ted to their cure,nather preſent themſelves to the Geaerall Aſems ? 556+ 
bly, are ordained to be fummoned by the Super-intendents to com- 
pare at the next generall Afembly, to give thcir aſſiſtance: and 
counſell in ſuch things as appertaine to. Chriſtian Religionand 
preaching of the true word, and further to know the Ordinance 
of the Kick to be made thereanent. 

Adam, czlicd Biſhop of Orkyay, and Commiſſioner, was accu» Clinbureb 
{cd that he,being Biſhopand Commiſſioner occupicd the roome of LEE 
a Magiſtrate in the Seſhon,his ſheepe wandering without aPaltor, 4 567, 
and retaines in his company Sir Frexcis. Bothwel,a rans Papiſt ,to 
whom he hath given bene*ces,and placed him as Miniſter ia thoſe 
Kirkes; as alſo that hee mms + the marriage of the Queene; 
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. Ibidew. 


Atts of the General Aſſemblies. 
and Earlc of Bothwell &c, and for the faid cauſes was deprived. 

Alexander called Biſhop of Galloway, Commillioner, accuſed 
that he hath not-vilited, theſe three yecres by-gone,or thereby,his 


. Kickes within his charge;that he hath given himlſclte over altoge= 


ther to hant the Court, and cleane left the office of vititing, and 
planting the Kirkes, and hath now procured to-be one of the Selli- 
on, and privy Counccll, which cannot agree with the office of a 
Paltor or Biſhop;and alſo hathrefigned [nch/chaf07 in favours of 
a yong child,and ſet divers lands in few: Comparing,granted pubs 

lickly that hee had offended in all things were laid to his charge. 

And for certaine conſiderations the Afſembly continued him (till, 
untill the next Aſſembly, upon certaine conditions of his diligence 
in his Charge, 

No man ought to injoy or poſſefe the patrimony of the Kirk, 
without doing of their dutifull fervice, And becaulc it is knowne 
that there are many of that number, to whom God hath given ſuch 
gifts, wherethrough they might profit greatly in the Kirk of God, 
1t was thought neceffary, that admonitions bee made by the whole 
Aſſembly, to ſuch as brooke benefices, that they apply themſelves 
according' tothe gifts given to them by God, and as the Kirk ſhall 
judge them able, to cnter inthe Miniltery, and continue thercin. 
And becauſe all the faid Perſons are not preſent to heare the voice 
of the Aſſembly,It is ordained,that Super-intendents and Commil- 
ſioners, that ſhall be appointed for | ST viſiting of Kirkes, 
give the ame admonitions particularly to the ſaid Perſons within 
their bounds, requiring them in name of the Aſſembly to beat the 
next generall Aflembly 8c. 

An Article preſented to my Lord Regents Grace, bearing,that 
it is thought very unreaſonable that the Papiſts, enemies to Gods 
_— yo prog and others, _ labour not in the 
Mani e freely, without impoſition,the two part of 
the 4 Loy the Kirk, which ions, ſhall not poſſelſe the 
third, 

The Biſhop of Orkpay reſtored againe, and Mr. John Row ap- 
pointed Commiſſioner 0 —_ 

Ordaines Alexavder Gordane fometimes Commiſſioner of Gat- 
loway to repaire to the next generall Aſſembly of the Kirk, to an« 
{were to {uch things as ſhall bee laid to his charge, &c. and in the 
meanc time ge _ __ uſe kim the _ = Kirkof 
God, conferm to t e againſt » of July 15 68.in 
the generall Aſſembly, Adam 
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'Alons B.of Orknay was accuſed for nor fulkitling of the injuinRis 15idem. 


Ons __ to him by the Aſſemblies in'the m. of 7uty, 1568, 
A 


| of Orkyay being called to the office of a Biſhoprick, and Sterling 
promoted to the profits thereof, and kuffered by the Kirk, reccives # «br- 25, 
charge to preach the Evangell, to bee alſo Commiſſioner. of the 15%» 


Country of Ortyay, which hee received; and exerciſed for acer- 
taine ſpace, while now of late he made a Simoniacall change with 
the Abbacie of Hali-radhous, although yerbrooking the name, and 
ſtiled 3iſhop of the ſamez. contrary to all lawes both of God and 
Man, made againſt $;mmy. Secondly, he dimitted his cure inthe 
hands of an unqualized perfon, withoat the conſent of the Kirk, 
leaving the flock deſtitute without a ſhepheard, whereby not one» 
ly ignorance is increaſed, but alſo moſt aboundantly all vice and 
horrible crimes there are committed, as the number of 600, per- 
ſons, convict of inceſt, adultery and fornication, bearcs witnes, 
Thirdly, hee hath given himſelte daily tothe execution. of the fur- 
Aion of a temporall Judge, as to bee a'Lord of Seffion, which rc« 
ires the whole man, and fo rightly. in' naither can-hee exerciſe 
both: And tiles himiclfe with Romane titles, as Reverent Father 
in God, which pertaines to no Miniſter of Chriſt 1eſas;nor is given 
to any ofthem'1n Seripture, *Fourthly; in great hurt,and.d=fraud of 
the Kirk, he hath bought all the thirds of the Abbacic of Halirnd- 
hous, atleaſt, he hath made Simoniacall change thereof wich the 
rents of Ork»ay. Fifthly,he hath left theKirks,partly unplanted,and 
partly planted but deſtitute 'of proviſion. Sixtly,ſome of the Kirkes 
are ſhcepfolds, and ſome of them ruinous. Seventhly;hc! hath tra» 
duecd both publickly and privatly the Miniſters of Edinburgh, ab- 
ſented himſelfe from preaching in that Kirk, and from receiving 
the Sacraments. 


Excommunication directed againſt Park catled Biſhop' of Edinburgh 
Murray, tobe exceuted by Mr: Reberr Pane: Commiſſioner their, 74 7- 


with the aſfi/}ance of the Miniſtersof Fdlnbargh. Seth! 


Robert Biſhop of Catves to aflilt Tohr Gray of Fardel in viſiting g_— | 


John Biſhop of Saint Andrewes accuſed, firſt that he had givauia'?]® 
bencfice to Mr. George! Lawder ſaſpeRt of Papiſtrie; 2. Tl Oni Spock 


the Kirkes there. 


verſaw adultery 1 Bruntilavd, 3. He ſuffered M;- Aaguns Hulcio 1573. 
he uncontronled under old adulterie, 4, That he vifized by others; 
and not by himfclfe, 5. That in his deftult: the exerciſe of Saint 
Andrewes was likely to decay... 6, That: foch as had offendeti in 
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Tbidem. 


Ibidem, 


Ibi lem, 


Lowthias, he receives in'Saint Andrewes, and admits: ſome to fun- 
ion in the Kirk that arenot ablc,and untried,chiefly ſuch as come 
out of Lowthiane, and Mers. | | 


 -1The whole Aﬀembly heares that he-hath received the name of 


Mr, Fine Riſh5p, but hath not uſ2d the office of a Bubop, Within his bounds 
Sl. hee hath not proceeded againſt Papitſts, he is 1y1 


; ; ct of Simony bc- 
twixt the Earle of Argile and him,ancnt the profites of the Bilhop- 
rick; he is luſp<& of perjury in recciving the fame Biſhoprick, be- 
canſc he gives acquittances, and the Earlc receives the ſilver of the 
Biſhoprick. 

Alexander Gordon Biſhop of Galloway accuſed, - 1, that hee in- 
truſed himſclfe in the office of the Minittery, within the burgh of 
Edinburgh : 2. He perſwaded and enticcd the people to rebell a- 
gainſt our Soveraigne Lord ; 3, Hee refuſed to pray for our Sove= 
ratgne Lord, approving another Authority: 4. Being/forbiddea by 
the generall Aflembly to have any intromiflion with the Pariſhos ' 
ners of Halyrud-hous, he compelled them to receive the Sacra- 
ment, then abuſed by him within Edinhrgh,cauſing his pretended 
Baillics, and the men of warre, to compell the ſaid poore people: 
5. Being {wornc: by his folemae oath,for due obedicnceto our So4 
veraigne Lord, and his Graces Regent .and aiitharity,brake his aid 
oath , by fitting in pretended- Parliament for diſpoſiefiing of our 
fid. Soveraigne Lord of his royall crowne, and' authority :. 6. O- 
penly inPalpt the gave thanks for the {}ughtet of Matthew Earl of 
Lennox,of good memory .fayiag that it was God moſt juſt judge- 
ment, and exhorted the people to doe the fame :: 7, That hee was a 
pervertcrof the people, not onely before the reformation, but alſo 
divers times ſince;It was concluded,that he ſhould make pablique 
repentance in Sackclorh three feycrall Sundaics;Firſt,in the Kirk of 
Edinburgh; Secondly in Halyrud-hous; Thirdly, in the Quzenes 
Colledge; under the paine of Excommunication. 

Alexander Hay,Clerke'to the fecret Conncell, preſented certains 
heads proponed by myLord Regent to the preſent Aſſembly, 
whereof one foilowes: My Lord Regents Grace mindes,that with 
allconvenient diligence qualified perſons ſhall bepromoted.to the 


*- 1, Bifhopricks naw:yacant; the delay whereof hath not bees 1n his 


ewne. Gracehis default; but by reaſon ſome entreſſe was made to 
theſe livings, ip fayours of certaine Nable-men before his accepta- 
tion of the Regiment; yet his. Grace is perſwaded , that qualified 
perſons ſhall fpecdily bee preſented, and in caſe of failzic, will 


riot 
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not faile without the others knowledge and conſent to prefent, 
The Aſſembly hath concluded, that the JuriſdiRtion of Biſhops x4;,507g% 
in their Eccleſiaſticall fun&tion ſhall not exceed the Juriſdiction avar, 6, 
of Super-intendents, which heretofore they have had,and preſently 1573. 
have; and that they ſhall willingly bee ſubject to the Diſcipline 
appointcd by the generall Aſſembly, as members thexeof,as the Su- 
per-intendents have beene heretotore in all ſorts; and that no Bi 
ſhops give collation of any benefice within the boundc's of Super- 
intendents, without their conſe::t ,and teſtimoniall ſubſcrived with 
their hands : And that Biſhops in their 0wne Dioceſcs, vilit by 
themſelves, where no Super-1ntendents arc, and give nocollation 
of benefices, without conſent of three well qualified Miniſters, 8c. 
The Biſhop of Duxket ordained to confeſle his fault publick- 
ly in the Kirk of Du=kel,for not cxecuting the ſentence of the Kirk 
againſt the Earlc of Arhod. 
George, Bilhop of Murray, ordained to be ſummoncd to make r4idew, 
his Purgation of the fornication alledged committed by him with | 
the Lady Ardrofſe. 
Biſhops,Super-intendents,or Commiſſioners ofCountrics,that £4inburgh 
be found negligent in their office, or doe not their debtfull charge, 4ugu/. x. 
either in their viſitation, teaching, orlife, the Aſſembly hath de- 197+ 
creed and ordained, that they ſhall be puniſhed and correed ac- 
cording to the quality of their faults,cither by admonition,publick 
repentance, ſuſpenſion or deprivation /impliciter, at the ſight of the 
ſaid gr 
Biſhop of D»»ke#, Biſhop of Brechin, Biſhop of Murray, Bilhop Edinbwygh 
cf Glaſgow removed, and particularly complained on, G08, Fo 
The Biſhops of Galoway, Dunkell, Brecbin, Dumblaine, Tles, ©: & + A b 
being preſent , John Dwrie one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh pro- Auruti, 6. 
telted,that the triall of Biſhops prejudge not the opinions and rea- 1575, 
fons which hee, and other brethren of his mindc, had to oppone a- 
gainlt the faid office,and name of Biſhop. 
__ Ancnt the queſtion propounded by certaine brethren, whether rpidew, 
if the _ » as they arc now in Scotland, have their funAion of 
the word of God, or not; or the Chapiters appointed for creating 
ofthem in this reformed Kirk ; for better retokation hereof, the 
generall Aſſembly of the Kirk appoints Mr. Jobn Craig, Miniſtcr at 
Aberdene, Mr, James Lowſon, Miniſter at Edinburgh,and Mr, Ax- 
drow Melvil,principall of the colledge of Glaſgow on the one part; 
Mr. George Hay, Commiſſioner of - aitnes, Mr, Tobn Row,Minitter 
of 
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of Pearth, and\Mr, David Lindſay Miniſter at Leirh enfie ether 

part,to conycen,realon,and he? cher the ſaid queſtion, and'to 
report their judgements and opinions thereupon to the Aﬀſembly =} 
_ the diflolving thereof, if they be reſolved betwixt and the 

_ 

Thidem. They think it not expedient preſently to anſwer directly to the 

_ firft queſtion , but if any Biſhop ſhall be choſen who hath no fach 

qualitics as the word of God requireth, let him be tricd by the ge- 

ucrall Aſſembly d- zeve, and fo depoſed, 


The points wherein they agree concerning the Office 4 
of a Biſhop or Smper-intendent. 


Pi , the name of Biſhop is common to all them that hath any 
articular flock , over the which hee hath a peculiar chargeas 
well to preach the word,as to Miniſter the Sacraments,and toexc- 
eute the Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline, with conſent of his Elders. And 
this is bis chicfc funRion by the word of God, 
Out of this Wamber may be choſen ſome to have power to viſit 
{ach reaſonable bounds, beſides his owne flock, as the generall A- 
ſcmbly ſhall appoint ; and jn theſe bonnds to appoint Miniſters, 
with conſent of the Miniſters of that Province, and the conſent of L 
the flock to whom they be appointed: Alſo to appoint Elders and 
Deacons in every particular Congregation , where there is none, 
with conſent of the people thereof, and to ſuſpend Minifters for 
reaſonable cauſes with conſent of the Miniſters foreſaid. 
Edinbureb Biſhops being preſcnt,their diligence is tried,and they arc accu- 
Aprilis 5+ ſed for want of particular flockes, dilapidation, and other faults. 
2576. Anent the advice and opinion of the brethren given concer- 
Ivide®. ning the queſtion moved anent gy , the whole Aſſembly, for 
the greateſt after r ing, and long diſputation upon every 
Article of y oy id eas and advice, reſoktely afhr- 
mecd, and approved the fame, and every Articke thereof, as is alſo 
above ſet downe, And,tothe cffe& that the faid Articles conde- 
ſcend:d upon by the faid Aſſembly, may ie the better followed out, 
and ready cxccution may enſue thereupon, as appertaines, ordaines 
the Biſhops whtch hath not as yctreceived the charge of a par- 
ticular Congregation, to condoeſcend the morne, whet particular 
flocks they will accept to take the cure of, 
Rikw, Forthe more commodious yilitation of Countrics, there is ap- 


pointed 


; ſſemblics, 19 
' every Shire foure or five Bi Super-intendents, 
and Minilters,and Articles of viſitation ſet - | OR. 

Anent the demand of Mr. Audrow Hay Parſon of Renthrow, if lbidem: 
every Viſiter within his own- bounds hath like power, and jurife 
diction to plant Miniſters,fuſpend,and depolc for reaſonable cauſe: 

The Al reſolved affirmative, that they have alike power and 
jurifdictiontherein, as is contai-1<d in the particular Articles con- 
ccrning the juriſdiction of the Viiiters, : 

For as much as there is great corruption in the eſtate of Bi= g4;»burgh 

ſhops, as they are preſently made in this Realme , wherenato the 4prilis 24. 
Kirk would provide ſome ſtay in time comming, ſo farre as they 578+ 
may,.to the cfe& that further corruption may be bridl<d:therefore 
the Aſſembly hath concluded, that no more Biſhops (hall bee clc- 
Red , or made hereafter before the next generall Aﬀſembly of the 
Kirk diſcharging all Miniſters and Chapiters to proceed any waycs 
in the cleAaton of the ſaid Biſhops in the meane time, under the 
paine of perpetuall deprivation from their offices. 

The AR above written extended to all times to come, and all 5,4,1;,, 
Biſhops already clefed required to ſubmit themſelves to the ge- Iubi x1. 
nerall Aſſembly, concerning the reformation of the corruption of 1575. 
that eſtate, which ſibmiſfion the Biſhop of Dwnblaze willingly. 
offered to the Aſſembly, 


Seſs. 4. 

For as much as the office ofa Biſhop, as it is now uſed, and Dwrdie; 
commonly taken within this Realme, hath no ſure warrant,autho- Tuiii 1 2. 
rity, nor good ground out of the Scripturcs, but is brought in by *539- 
the folly and corruption of mens inventions , to the great over- _——_ 
throw of the Kirk of God, The whole Afſ:mbly of the Kirk in one jug5eq 2a. 
voice, after liberty given to all men to reaſon in the matter, none 1lawtull & 
opponing himſeclfe in —_— the ſaid pretended Office, Findes diſcharged; 
and declares the ſame pretended Office uſed and termed, as is a» 
boveſaid , unlawfull in the fclfc, as having neither fundament, 
ground, nor warrant within the word of God; and ordainecs, That 
all ſuch perſons as bruike, or ſhall bruike, hercafter the ſaid O frice 
(hall be charged ſimply to dimit,quite,and leaye off the ſame. as an 
Office where into they arc not called of God : And ſuch like to de- 
fiſt,and ceaſe from all Lyroachin miniſtration ofthe Sacraments,or 
uſing any way the Office of Paltors,while they receive de xows ad- 
miſſion from the generall Aſſembly, under the paine of Excom- 
munication to be uſed againſt them. Whercin if they be found diſ- 

E 3 : obcedicnt, 
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obedicnt or contradi@ this aR inany point , the ſentence of Ex- 
communication after due admonitions to bee cxecutet{ againſt 
them, And for better execution of the faid AR, 1t is ſtatute,that 
a Synodall Aſſembly ſhall be holden in every Province, where any 
vfurping Biſhops are, and begin the 18, of Auguſt next tocome, 
wherecto they thall be called, and ſummoned by the Viſitors of the 
faid Cbuntries, to compeire before their Synodall Aſſemblies, and 
namely, the Biſhop of Saint Andrewes, to compeir in Saint Au- 
&ewes,1 he Biſhopof Aberdene in Aberdene , The Biſhop of Glaſcow 
in Glaſcow, The Biſhop of Mwrray in Elg yne, to give obedience to 
the faid AR ; which if they refuſe to doc, That the faid Synodall 
Aſſemblies ſhall appoint certaine. brethren of their Miniſtery, to 
give them publick Admonitions out of the Pulpit,and warne them 
in caſc they diſobey,To compeir before the next generallAfsembly 
to be holden at Edinbargh,the 20, of Oober next to come,to heare 
the ſentence of Excommunication pronounced againſt them for 
their diſobedience. And to this AR the Biſhop of D #nd/axe agreed , 
ſubmitting himſclte to bee ruled thereby. 


The twelfth Parliament holden at Edixbwrgh, the fifth of 
Tune, the yeare of God 1592. yeares, by the right ex- 
cellent, right high and mighty Prince I a » s the fixe, 
by the Grace of God, King of Scorres- with advice of his 
Three Eſtates, 


Ratification of theliberty of the true Kirk: Of generall and Syzs- 
dell Aſſemblies : Of Precbyreries; Of Diſcipline. All Lewes of 
Idelatry are abrogate : Of Preſentation to Benefices, 
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& [JR Soveraigne Lord andEſtates of this preſent Parlia- 


ment, following the laudable, and good example of 
RR » their Predeceſsors, hath ratified, and approved, and oy 
SD the Tenour of this preſent AR, ratifies and approves 


+ 
7 3B; 
WEIQ 


libertics, iviledges,immunitics ,and freedomes whatfoever,given 
and granted by his Highneſse, his Regents in his name, or any of 
his Predeceſsours, to the true and holy Kirk preſently eftabli 
within this Realme, and declared inthe firſt AR of his Highneſse 
Parliament the twenty day of Ovber, the yeare of God x5 79. 
yeares. Andall, and whatſocy Xv 
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 Abof Pwlionon, 22 
made of before by his Highneſſe, and his Regents, anent the li- 
berty and freedome of the faid Kirk; and ſpecially the firſt A of 
Parliament, holden at Edinburgh, the twenty foure day of Ottober, 
the yeare of God 1581, yearcs, with the whole particular As 
there mentioned : Which (hall be as ſufficient as if the ſame were 
here expreſſed; and all other As of Parliament made fince, in fa- 
vour of the true Kirk, and ſuch like, ratifies and approves the ge= 
nerall Aſſemblies appointed by the ſaid Kirk, and declares that it 
ſhall bee lawfull to the Kirk and Miniſters every yeare, at the leaſt, 
and oftner pro re nts, as occaſion and neceſſity ſhall require, to 
hold and kcepe generall Aſſemblics:Providing that the Kings Ma- 
zelty, or his Commiſſioners with them, to bee appointed by his 
Highneſlc, bee preſent at ilk Generall Aſſembly, before the difſol- 
ving thereof, nominate and appoint time and place, when and 
where the next | pn Aſſembly ſhall bee holden :andin caſe 
ncither his Majeſty, nor his ſaid Commiſſioners be preſent for the 
time in that Towne, where the faid generall Aſſembly is holden: 
Then and in that caſe it ſhall bee leaſam to the faid generall Aﬀem- 
bly by themſelves tonominate and appoint time and place, where 
the next gencrall Aſſembly of the Kirk ſhall bee kept, and holden, 
as they have beene in nſe to doc in times by paſt. And alſo rati- 
fies and approves the Provinciall and Synodall Aſſemblies to bee 
bolden by the faid Kirk and Miniſters twice ilk yeare, as they have 
beenc, and preſently aro in uſe to doe within every Province of 
this Realme 2 Aud ratifies and approves the Presbyteries,and par- 
ticular Seitions appointed by the {aid Kirk, with the whole Diſcl- 
pline and JuriſdiGion of the fame Kirk agreed upon by his Majc- 
ity in conference had by his Highnefſe with certaine of the Mint 
ſters, convecned to that effeÞ. Of the which Articles the Tenour 
followes : Matters to bee intreated in Provinciall Aſtemblics: 
Their Afſemblics are conſtitute for weighty matters, neceflary to 
be jatreated by mntuall conſcnt, and affiſtance of-brethren within 
the Province, as necd requires, This Afſembly. hath power to 
handle, order, and redrefſe all things omitted or done amiſle in the 
particular Aſſemblies. It hath power to depoſe the othce bearers - 
of that Province, for good and jalt cauſes deſerving deprivation. 
And generally their Aſſemblies have the whole power of the par» 
ticular Elderſhips, whereof they are colleted. Matters tobe in-- 
treated in the.Presbyterics + The power of the Presbyteries isto 
. Wediligent labours 1a the bounds committed to their charge, yr 
D E 3 the 
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Kirkesbe kept in good order: To enquire diligently'of naughty 
= ungodly bon 2-8) to travell to bring them.in - Way again 
by Admonition,or thireatning of Gads judgements,or by correQi- 
on, It appertaines to the Elderſhip to take heed that the word of 
God bee purely preached within their bounds, the Sacraments 
rightly miniſtred , the Diſcipline entertained, and Eccleſtaſticall 
goods uncorruptly diſtributed. It belongs to this kind of Aſſem- 
blies, to cauſe the ordinances made by the Aﬀſemblics Provincall, 
Nationall & gencrall to be kept and put in exccution,to make Con» 
ſitutions which concerne rs zptzoy inthe Kirk for decent order 
in the particular Kirk where they govern : Providing that they 
alter norules made by the Provinciall,or generall Aſſemblies; And 
that they make the Provinciall Aſſemblies forefaid, privie to the 
rules that they ſhall make : and to aboliſh Conſtitutions tending to 
the hurt of the fame. It hath power to excommunicate the ob- 
ſtinate, formall proceſſe being led, and due intervall of times ob=- 
ferved, Anent particular Kirkes,if they bee lawfully ruled by fuf- 
ficient Miniſters and Scfſion,they have power and Juriſdiion in 
their owne Congregation in matters Ecclehiaſticall; And decrees 
and declares the Afſemblies, Presbyterics, and Seſſions, Juriſdi&ie 
onand Diſcipline foreſaid, to bec i 1all times comming, moſt juſt, 
good and godly in the felfe, Notwithſtanding of whatſoever Sta- 
tutes, As, Canons, Civill or Municipall lawes made to the con- 
trary : To the which, and every one of them their ”_ ſhall 
make expreſle derogation, And becauſe there are divers At of 
Parliament madc in favour of the Papiſticall Kirk, tending to the 
prejudice of the liberty of the true Kirk of God preſently profeſ- 
ſod within this Realme, Juriſdi&ion and 'Ditcipline thereof; 
which ſtand yet in the bookes of the Acts of Parliament not abro» 
gated nor annulled, Therefore his Highneſse and Eſftatcs forchaid, 
hath abrogated, caſsed,and annulled,and by the Tenour hereof,ab- 
rogatcs, catscs, and annulles, all Acts of Parliament made by any 
ef his Highneſse Predeceſsours, for maintenance of ſuperſtition 
and idolatry withall, and whatſoever Acts, Lawes and Statutes 
made at any time beforethe day and date hereof, againſt the liberty 
of the true Kirk, Juriſdiion and Diſcipline thereof, as the ſame 
is uſcd and exerciſed within this Realme. 

And in ſpcciall, that part of the A& of Parliament, holden at 
Sterling, the fourth day of November, the ycare of God 1443, 
yearcs, commanding obcdicncs to be given to Engenias the Fops 
or 
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At? of Park ament. 23 
for the time : The AR made by King James the third, in his Par. 
liament holden at E , the 24, of Febraary,the yeare of God 
14k0. yeares. And all other Ats whereby the Popes authority 
iseſtabliſhed. The AR of King 7ames the third in his Parliament 
holdenat Ednbrgh the 20. of November, the yeare of God 1469, 
yearcs, anent the Saturday, and other vigils to be holy dayes from 
Evenſong to Evenſong/ - 

Item, that part of the AR made by the Queene Regent, in the 
Parliament holden at Edinburgh the firit day of February, the yeare 
of God 155 1, yearcs,giving ipeciall licence for holding of Paſche 
and Zuill. Item, the Kings Majcity and Eſtates foreſaid, declares, 
that the 129, A of the Parliament holden at Edinburgh, the two. 
and twentieth of Ay, the yeare of God 1 584, yeares, ſhall no 
waycs be prejudiciall, nor dcrogate any thing from the priviledge 
that God hath given to the ſpirituall Office-bearers in the Kirk, 
concerning heads of Religion, matters of Hereſie, excommunica« 
tion, collation, or deprivation of Miniſters, or any ach like c{- 
ſentiall cenſures, ſpecially grounded and having warrant ofthe 
word of God, Item , our Sovecraigne Lord, and Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment fore-ſfaid, abrogates, caſſes, and annihilates the As of the 
ſame Parliamentholden at Edinbargh the faid yeare 15 84. yearcy 

ing commiſſion to Biſhops, and other Judges, conſtitute in 
Ecclcſialticall cauſes, to receive his Highneſse preſentation to Be- 
nefices, to give collation thereupon, and to put order toall cauſes 
Ecclefiaſticall, which his Majeſty, and Eſtates afore-faid declarcs 
to bee expired inthe ſelfe, and to bee null in time comming, of 
none availe, force or ceffe&. And therefore ordaines all Preſenta- 
tions to Benefices to bedirc to the particular Presbyteries in all 
time comming, with full power to give collation thereupon, and 

w put ordcr to all-matters and cauſes Ecclefiaſticall within 
their bounds, according to the Diſcipline of the 
Kirk; providing the forc-faid Presbyterics be 
bound and altrifed, to receive and ad- 
mit whatſoever qualified Mini- 
ſter, preſented by his Maje- 

ſty,or laicke Patrons, 
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THE 


FIRST BOOKE OF 


DISCIPLINE. 


To the great Councell of Scotland now admitted to the 
Regiment, by the providence of God,and by theCom- 
mon conſent of the Eftates thereof, Your Honours 
humble Servitours and Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus within 
the ſame, wiſh grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with the perpetuall in- 
creaſe of the holy Spirit. | 


- 
# 


"AZ: #) Roms your Honours weereceived a charge dued at E- 
2 >4 { dinburghthe 29. of April, in the yeare of our Lord 
3) a2, V1 15 60. requiring andcommanding us in the 

g) VO \ q 's ug name of 
Ceo the cternall God, as wee will anſwer in his preſence,to 
commit to writing, and in abooke deliver to your wiſedomes our 
jndeements touching the reformation of Religion which heretofare 
in this Realme (as in others) hath beene atterly corrupted : mpors 
the receit whereof ( ſo many of us 4s were in thu Towne) did con- 
weene, and in wnity of minde doe fe unto your wiſedomes theſe 
ſubſequents for common order and uniformity to bee obſerved in 
ths Realme concerning doitrine, adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
eleftionof Minifters, proviſien for their ſuſtentation, Ecclefiafti- 
call diſcipline, and policy of the Church, Moſt humbly requiring 
your Honours, that as youlooke for participation with Chriſt Fe- 
ſ«, that neither ye admit any thin which Gods plaine word hut 
at approve, neither yet that ye (þ reject ſuch ordinances as e- 
quity juſtice,ud Gods word ave ſpecifie, For as wee will wot bind 


Jour. 


The firft Booke of Diſcipline. 25 
y007 wiſedones 10 our judgements further thes wee we able to 
prove 'by Gods plaine Scriprares: ſo an. rd mr, Crave 
of you, even as yewil znſwer in Gods preſence (before whom both 
ye and wee muſt appeare to render accounts of all our faits ) that 
ye repudiate nothing for pleaſare and affection of men , which 
ye bee not able to improve by Gods written and revealed word. 


The firſt headof Dotirine, 


Gi that Chriſt Jcſus is he whom God the Father hath com- 
manded onely to bee heard and followed of his ſheepe, wee 
judge it neceary that his Goſpell bee trucly and oqualy yornchen 
in every Church and Afgembly of this Realme, and that all do- 
Arine repugnant to the ſame, be utterly repreised, as damnable to 
mans falyation. 


The explicationof the firſt head. 


E-* that upon this generality ungodly men take occaſion to 
cavill, this wee adde for cxplications By preaching of the Go» 
ſpell wee underſtand not onely the Scriptures ofthe new Teſta- 
mint, but alſo of the old,to wit,the Law,Prophets,and Hiſtories, 
in which Chriſt Jcſus is no lefſe containcd in tigure, then wee 
have him now expreſl:d in verity And therefore with theApoltle 
we atfirme,that all Scripture inſpircd of God is profitavle toin 
ſtruc, to reprove, and to exhort.In which bookes of old-and new 
Teſtaments, we affirme that all thing neceſſary for the inſtruion 
of the Church, and to make the man of Zod perfe&, is contained 
and ſufficiently cxpreſicd, 

By the contrary doctrine wee underſtand whatfoever men by 
lawcs, counſells, or conſtitutions, have impoſed upon the conſci> 
ences of men , without the expreſſed commandement of Gods 
word ſuch as bee the vowes of chaltity, forſwearing of marriage, 
binding of men and women to {:verall and diſguiſ:d apparells, to 
the ſuperſtitious obſcrvation of faſting daycs, difference of meat 
for conſcience fake, prayer for the dead, and keeping ofholy dayes 
of certaine Saints commanded by man, ſuch as becall thoſe t 
the Papiſts hayc invented, as the feaſts (as they termeghem) of 
"xe Apoltles, Martyrs, Virgincs, of Chriſtmaffc, Cirauncifion, E- 

F piphary, 


26 The Firſt Btoke of Diſripliwe. 


binics Pager, god oche lent trolonLaly with 
ph wo judge hem ater ot oey ed 
this Realane affirming tarther that the obſtinate maintainers and 


teachers of fach abhomjnations ought not to eſcape the punifſh- 
meat ofthe civill Magiſtrate, | 


The ſecond head of Sacraments. 


0 Chriſt Jeſus his holy Goſpell truly preached, ofaeccſlity 
-& itis, that his holy 'Sacraments bee ONE 
fired, as-4calcs and viſible confirmations of the fpjrituaH promi 

eontaincd in the word; and they beetwo, to wit, Baptilme,and 
the holy ag of the Lord lcſus, which arc then rightly mini- 
fired, when by a lawfull Miniſter the people, before the ad mititira- 
tion of the ſame, are plainely inſtrued, and put in mind of Gods 
free grace and mercy, off:red unto the penitent in Chriſt Jeſus: 
when Gods promites arc rchearded, the <nd anduſc of Sacraments 
preached and declared , and that in ſuch a tongue as the people 
doc underſtand : when farther to them is nothing added, fron 
them nothing diminiſhed, and inthcir praftiſe nothing changed 
_— the Inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus, and praiſe of his holy 


Aid albeit the order of Geneve which now is uſed in ſome of 
our Churches, is ſufficient to inſtru the diligent Reader how 
that both theſe Sacraments may bee rightly mmiſtred, yet for an 
uniformity to bee kept, wee have thought good to adde this as ſi- 
peraboundant. 

In Baptiſme wee acknowledge nothing to bee uſed except the 
element of waterpnely (that the word and declaration of the pro- 
miſes ought to precced we have faid before) wherefore whoſoe- 
ver prefameth in Baptiſme to uſe oyle, alt, waxce, fpittle conjura- 
tion and crofling accuſeth the jeg inſtitution of Chriſt leſus, 
of imperfoftion, For it was void of all ſuch inventions deviſed by 
men,and flick as would preſame to alter Chriſts perfe& Ordy- 
nance yonought ſeverely to puniſh. 

The Table of the Lord is then moſt rightly miniſtred when it * 
app | moſt yearc to Chriſts owne ation. But plaing it is, 
Chriſt Ieſus fate with his Diſciples; and therefore 
doe wer fodge that firtihg at a T#!- is moſt- convenient tothat 


holy 
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. + Spe reds ditritwtion of the hone made, and commande» 
ment given 


that the bread ſhould bee taken and eaten , and that 
all ſhould likewiſe drinke of the cupot wine, with declaration 
what both the one and the other is : wee fuppole no godly man 
will doubt: For as touching the damnable errour of the "R_ 
who dare defraud the Common people of the one part of that 
holy Sacrament,to wit,of the cup of the Lords bloud, wee ſuppoſe 
their crrour to bee ſo manifeſt, that it neederh no confutation: 
neither yet intend weeto confute any thing in this our ſimple 
Confeſfion,but to offer publick diſputation to all that liſt oppugne 
any thing affirmed by us. 

That the Miniſter breake the bread and diſtribute the fame to 
thoſc that bee next unto him, commanding the reſt, every one 
with reycrence and ſobriety to breake with other, wee thinke it 
ncereſt to Chriſts aRion, and to the perfeR pradhiſ:, as wee reade 
in Saint Paul ; during the which action wee thinke it neceſlary, 
that ſome comfortable places of the Scripture bee road , which 
may bring in minde the death of Chriſt Jeſus, and the beneke 
of the ſame. For ſ:cing that in that ation wee ought chicfly 
toremember the Lords death , wee judge the Scriptures making 
mention of the ſame , molt apt to ſtirre up our dull mindes then, 
and at all times. Let the diſcretion of the Miniſters appoint the 
places to. bee read as they thinke good. What times wee thinke 
molt convenicnt for the adminiſtration ef the one and of the o- 
ther of theſe Sacraments, ſhall bee declared in the policy ofthe 


Church. 


The third head touching the aboli[hin 
of thlarg. ing 


A $ wee require Chriſt Jeſus to bee truly preached, and his - 
oly Sacraments rightly miniſtred, fo cannot ceaſe to require 
Idelatry, with all monuments and places of the ſame, as es, 
Monke ieries, Nonrics, » Chanteries, Cath:drall 
cs, Chanonrics, Colledges, others then preſently arc Pariſh 
hes ar Schools , to be utterly ſupprefied in all bounds 
alacesofthyg Realac (cxcrpt ancly Palaces, Manitons, and 
ling placth-4Jgacent thereto; with Orchards and Yards of 
E} ag allo: that as 7% aa 
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ſence of all perſons; of what eſtate or conditiciv that ever : they bes 
within this Realme. 4 £1 1H ff derggc) 

For let your Honours afſuredly be perſwaded, that where ido- 
latry is maintaiaed, or permitted, where it may bee ſuppreſſed, that 
there ſhall Gods wrath raigne, not onely upon the blind and ob- 
ſtinate idolater, but alſo. the negligent ſufferers, eſpecially if God 
have armed their hands with power to ſuppreſſe lach abhomina« 
tion. 

By Idolatry wee underſtand, the Maſſe, inyocation of Saints, 
adoration of Images, and the keeping and retaining of the ſame. 
need jane. all honouring of God , not contained in tiis holy 
word, 


The fourth head concerning Minifters, and their 
lawfrult Eleflion. 


N a Church reformed, or tending to reformation, none ought 

to preſume cither to preach, cither yet to Miniſter the Sacra- 
ments, till that orderly they bee called to the fame, Ordinarie 
Vocation confiltcth in Election, Examination, and Admiſſion, 
And becauſe that Ele&ion of Miniſters in this curſed Papiſtric 
hath altogether becne abuſed, wee thinke expedient to intreate it 
more largely, It appertaincth to the people, and to every ſeverall 
Congregation to cle& their Miniſter : And in caſc that they bee 
found negligent therein the ſpace of fourty daycs , The belt re- 
formed Church, to wit, the Church of the Super-intendent with 
his Councell, may preſent unto them a man whom they judgeapt; 
to feed the flock of Chriſt Jelus, who muſt bee cxaminated as 
well in life and manners, as1n doQtrineand knowledge. And that 
this may bee done with more exaRt diligence, the perſons that arc 
to bee cxaminated, muſt bee commanded to appeare before men 
of foundeſt judgement remaining in ſome principall Towne next 
adjacent unto them, as they that bee in Fyfe, Angu«, Mearnes or 
Straitharxe, to preſent themſelves in Saint Andrewes, Theſe that 
becin Zowthian, /Herſe or Tevidaill to Edinburgh, and likewiſe 
thoſe that bee in other Countrics mult reſort to the belt reformed 
City and Towne, that is, to the Towne of the Super-intcndenr, 
where, firſt in the Schooles, or, failing thereof, in open afſembly, 
and before the Congregation, they muſt give declarationoftheir 
gifts, uttexance..and knowledge, by interpreting ſome place of 


bee _ ed by the Mn bichbeing ended 
_Seripture. to be inted by the Miniſtery; which bei | 
= _ that  ofented, or that offercth himſelfe to. thi adit. 
niſtration of the Church , muſt tec examined by the Miniſters 
and Elders of the Church, and that openly, and before all that liſt 
to heare, in all the chicfe points that now bee in controverfic be- 
twixt us and the Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, Arrians, or other ſuch cne- 
mics.to the Chriltian Religion. In which,if hee bee found found, 
able to' perſwade by wholeſome doAarine, and to convince the 
gaine-ſaycr, then mult hee bee directed to the Chureh and 20s +4 
gation where hee ſhould ſerve, that there in open audienceof his 
Flock in diverſc publick Sermons , hee may give confeſſion of his 
faith in the article of Juſtification, in the Otjice of Chriſt Jens, 
of the number, effe&t, and uſe of the Sacraments, and finally of the 
whole Religion which heretofore hath beene corrupted by the 
Papiſts, It his do&rine bee found wholeſome and able to inſtru& 
the ſimple, and ifthe Church juſtly can reprehend nothing 1n his 
life, doArine, nor utterance, tl en wee judgethe Church, which 
before was deſtitute, unreaſonable, it they refuſe him- whom the 
Church did offer, and they ſhould bee compelled by the cenſure 
of the Counccll and Church, to reccive the perſon appointed, 
and approved ty the judgement of the godly and learned: un- 
lefſe that the ſame Church, have preſented a man better,or as well 
quali-ied to the examination , before that this forefaid triall was 
taken of the perſon preſented by the conncell of the whole Church; 
As for cxamplc, The counccll of theChurch,prefents to anyChurch 
a man to bee their Miniſter , not knowing that they arc other- 
wiſe provided : in the meane time, the Church is provided of ano. 
ther, ſufficient in their judgement for that charge, whom they 
preſent to the learned Miniſters, atd next reformed Church to 
be examined, In this.caſc the preſentation of the people, to whom 
hee ſhould bee appointed Paſtor, muſt bee preferred to the pre» 
ſentation of the councell,or greater Church, unlefle the perſon pre- 
ſented by the inferiour Church bee judged unable of the Regis» 
ment by the Learned, For altogether this is to bee avoided, that 
any man bce violcntly intruded or thruſt in upon any Congrega» 
tion. But this liberty with all care muſt bee reſerved toevery ie- 
verall Church, to have their Votcs and Suffrages in celetion of 
their Miniſters, But violent intruſion wee call not, when the coun- 
cell ofthe Church in the feare of God, and forthe falvation of the 
people, offerethunto them a ſufficient manto inſtruc them, whom 
3 ey, 


a 


p The Ph Bevkeef Diſcipline 
Hal age boofbrcodto admit before juſt examination, as de- 
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VWhat may unable on that hee may nut bee ad mit- 
os ted to Lf uv in of the Claw. 


T is to bee obſerved ,, that no perſon, noted with publique infa- 

my,or being unable to cdific the Church by whol dofrinc, 
or being knowne of corrupt judgemient, bee cither promoted to 
the regiment of the Church, or yet retained in Eccleſiaſtical ad- 
miniſtration, 


Explication. 
Rx 2 9—_ infamy wee underſtand, not the common finnes 


ences which any hath committed in time of blindnes, 
by fragility, (if of theſame by a better and more ſober converſh. 
tion hee hath declarcd himſcelfe verily penitent) but ſuch capirall 
crimes as the Civill ſword ought and may puniſh with death 
by the word of God, For belides that the Apoſtle requireth the 
life of Miniſters to bee fo irreprehealible, that they have a good 
teſtimonic from thoſc that bee without, wee judge it a thing un- 
ſeemly and dangerous, that hee ſhall have publick authority to 
to others life cvcrlaſting, from whom the Civill Magiſtrate 
may take the lifetemporall for a crime publickly committed, And 
if any abjo2, that the Prince hath pardoncd his offence, and that 
hce hath publickly r and fo not only his life is in afſurance, 
but alſo that he may bee received to the Miniſtery of the Church, 
Wee anſwer, that repentance doth not take away the temporall 
puniſhment of the Law, neither doth the pardon of the Prince re- 
move his infamic before man. | 
That the life and converſation of the perſon preſented, or to 
be cle&ed may be the more clearely knowne,publick edi&s ſhould 
be dircAed to all parts of this Realme, or at the leaſt to thoſe parts 
where the perſon had beene moſt converſant: as whete hee was 
nouriſhed in letters, or where hee contirud fince the yeates of 
infancic and childheod were paſſed, Straight commandement 
would bee given that if any capitall crimes were com ' 
him, that they ſhould bee notified; as if hee had committed 
murder, adultery, if hce were a cotnimon fornicator; a 
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the chicke Cities, with the like charge 
commandemeot, with declaration y. 5 ſuch as conccalcd his 


finnes knowne did deceive and betray (fo farre as in them layYthe 
Church which is the Spouſe of Chriſt Jeſus, and did communicate 
with the ſinacgof that wicked man, 


Admiſinn, 


T= Admiſſion of Miniſters to their offices mult conſiſt in con» 

t of the people, and Church whereto they ſhall be appoin- 
tcd,and approbation of the learacd Miniſters appointed for their 
examination. 

Wee judge it expedient that the Admiſſion of Miniſters bee 
1n open audience,that ſome ſpeciall Miniſter make a Sermon touch- 
ing the dutic and office of Miniſters, touching their mannery, 
werfation and life:zs alſotouching the obedicuce which the Chur 
owc<th to their Miniſters, Commandement ſhould bee given as 
well to the Miniſter as to the people, both being preſent : to wit, 
that hee with all carefull diligen:e attend upon the flock of Chriſt 
Jeſus over the which hee is appointed Preacher, That hee will 
walke in the preſence of God fo ſincerely, that the graces of the 
Holy ſpirit may bee multiplied into him, and in the preſence of 
men fo toberly and Hprigatlys that his life may confirme in the 
eyes of men, that which by tongue and word hee perſwaded unto 
others. The people would bee exhorted to reverence and honor 
their Miniſters, choſen as the ſervants and Embaſſadors of the 

Lord Jeſus, obeying the commandements which they pronounce 
from Gods mouth and book, cycn as they would obcy God him» 
Fife. For whoſocyer hearcth Chriſts Miniſters , heareth him- 
ſelfe; and whoſoever rejeftcth and defpiſeth their miniſtery and 
exhortation, rejeRcth and defpilſeth Chriſt-Icſus. Other ceremc »- 
oy then the publick approbation of the people, and declaration of 

chicfe Miniſter, that the perſon there prelentcd is intcd 
toſerve the Church, wee cannot approve, for albeit the Apoſtles. 
aſcd impoſition of hands yet ſeeing the miracle is ccaſcd, the nſing | 
of the ceremony wee judge not neceflary. 

The Miniſter cleRed, or preſented, cxamined,and as iaid is,pb-- 
lickly admitted, may neither leaye the flocke at his pleaſure to- 
which hee had promikd his fiddlity and labours, ac - 

the 
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the flock reje& nor Ftinge him at their appetite, 'unleſe theybee 
able to.convi& him of fach crimes as deſerve depoſition, whereof 
we ſhall after ſpeake. Wee mean not but that the whole Church, 
or the moſt part thereof, for jult conſiderations, may transferre a 
miniſter from one Church to anothet: neither yet mcane wee,that 
men who now ſerve as it were of benevolence, may not bee ap- 
pointed and cle&ed to ſerve in other places; but once being ſo- 
lemnely cle&ed, and admitted, wee cannot approve that they 
ſhould change at their owne pleaſure, 
Wee are not ignorantthat the rarity of godly and learned men,. | 
ſhall ſeemeto ſomca juſt reaſon why that ſo ſtrait and ſharpe ex- 
amination ſhould not bee takenumverſally, for ſo it ſhall ap X 
that the molt part of the Kirks ſhall have no Miniſter at all. Nat let 
theſe men underſtand, that the lack of able men ſhall not excuſc us 
before God, if by our conſent unable men bee placed over the flock 
of Chriſt Jeſus. As alſo that amongſt the Gentiles godly and 
learned men were alſo rare, as they bee now amongſt us, when the 
Apoſtle gave the ſame rule to tric and examine Miniſters, which 
wee now follow. And laſt, let them underſtand that it is alike to 
have no Miniſter at all, and to have an Idollin the place of a true 
Miniſter: Y ea and in ſome caſc it is worſe, for thoſe that bee utterly 
deſtitute of Miniſters, will be diligent to ſearch for them; but thoſe 
that have a vain ſhadow, doc commonly without further care con- 
tent themſelves with the fame,and ſoremaine they continually de- 
ccived,thinking that they have a Miniſter, when in very deed they 
have none. For wee cannot judge him a diſpenſator of Gods my- 
ſteries, that in no wiſe can breake the bread of life to the fainting 
and hangry ſoules. Neither judge wee that the Sacraments can 
bee rightly miniſtred by him in whoſe mouth God hath put no' 
Sermon of exhortation. The chiefeſt remedy left to your Hos 
nours, and to us, in all this racitic of true Miniſters, is fervent 
prayer unto God, that it will pleaſe his mercy to thruſt out faith- 
full workmen in this his harveſt, And next, that your Ho, with 
conſent of the Church , are bound by yoar authority to compell 
ſach men as have gifts and graces able to cdific the Charch of 
' God, that they beltow them where greatelt neceſſity ſhall bee 
knowne. For no man may bee permitted to live idle, or as then. 
Flves liſt; but mult bee appointed:to travel where your wiſe- 
domes and the Church thinke expedient: We cannot preſcribe 
unto your Honours certaine rules how that ye ſhall Gli the 
I- 
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Miniſters and learned men, whom God hath already ſent unto yous 
Buthereof wee are aſſured, that it greatly hindereth the progreſle 
of Chriſts Goſpell within this poore Realme,that ſome altogether 
abſtra& their labours from the Church, and others remainealto- 

ether in one place, the moſt part of them being idle, And there- 

ore of your Honors we require in Gods name,that by your autho= 
rity, which ye have of God,ye compell all men to whom God hath 
given any Talent to perſwadeby wholeſome dodrine, to beſtow 
the ſame, if they bee called by the Church,to the advancement of 
Chriſts gloric , and the comfort of his troubled flock, And that 
ye with the conſent of the Church, aſſigne unto your chiefeſt 
workmen, not onely Townes to remain in, but Provinces; 
that by their faithfull labours, Churches may bee arced, and or- 
der eſtabliſhed where none is now, And if on this manner ye 
ſhall uſc your power and authority, 'chicfly ſeeking Gods glorie, 
and the comfort of yourbrethren, wee doubt not but God ſhall 
bleſſe you and your cnterpriſes, h 


For Readers. 


O the Churches where no Miniſters can bee had preſently; 
muſt bee appointed the moſt apt men that diſtin&ly can read 

the common prayers and the Scriptures, to exerciſe both them- 
ſelves and the Church, till they grow to greater perfe&ionz 
and in procefſc oftimezhe that is but a Reader,may attaine to a far- 
ther degree, and by conſent of the Church, and diſcreet Miniſters, 
may bee permitted to miniſter the Sacraments,but not before that 
hee bee able ſomewhatto per{ſwade by wholcſome do&rine,belide 
his reading, and bee admitted to the Miniſtery, as before is ſaid. 
Some wce know: that of long time have profeſſed Chriſt Jeſus, 
whoſe honeſt converſation deſerveth praiſe of all godly men,and 
whoſe knowledge alſo might greatly helpe the ſimple, and yet 

* they onely content themſelves with reading; theſe mult bee ani- 
mated, and by gentle admonition encouraged by ſomecxhortati- 
on to comfort their brethren, and ſo they may bee admitted to ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments; but ſuch Readers as neither have 
had exerciſe, nor continuance in Chrifts true religion, mult ab- 
ſtaine from miniftration of the' Sacraments, till they give decla» 
ration and witneſſing of their honeſty and farther knowledge, 
that none becadmitted to preach,but they that are qualified there. 
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fore, but rather bee retained Readers, and ſuch as are Preachers 
already, not found qualified therefore, by the Super-intendeat,bee 
placed to bee Readers. 


The fifth head concerning the proviſion for the (Mi- 
fters, and for the diſtribution of the rents and poſ= 
ſeſſions juſtly appertaixing t3 the 
C 


arch, 


7 Eing that of our Maſter, Chriſt Jeſus, and his Apoltle Paw! 
wee have, that the workman is worthy of his reward;and that 
the mouth of the _labouring exe ought not to bee muſlcled, of ne- 
ceſſitie it 18, that honeſt proviſion bee made for the Miniſters, 
which wee require to bee ſuch, that they havencither occaſion of 
ſolicitude, neither yet of infolencie and wantonnefſe, And this 
proviſion muſt bee made not onely for their owne' ſuſtentation; 
duringitheir lives; but alſo for their Wives and Children after 
them. For wee judge it a- thing moſt-contrarious to reaſon, god- 
lines and equity, that the Widow and the Children of him who 
jn'his life did faithfully ſerve in the Kirk of God, and for that 
cauſe did not carctully make proviſiontor his family, ſhould after 
his death bee left comfortleſle of allprovition : which proviſion 
for the Wives of the Miniſters after their deceaſe is to bee re- 
mitted to the diſcretion of the Kirk. Difficile it is to-appoint a 
ſeycrall ſtipend to every Miniſter, by reaſon that the charge and 
neceſſity ofall, will not bee alike, For ſome will bee continuers 
in one place, ſome will bee compelled to travell, and oft to 
change their dwelling place (if they ſhall have charge of divers 
Kirkes;z) among theſe ſome will bee burdened with Wife and 
Children, and one with more then others, and ſome perhaps will 
-bee ſingle men. If <quall ſtipends ſhould bee appointed to theſe 
that in charge ſhould bee ſo unequall, cither ſhould the one ſuffer 
.penuric, or elſe ſhould ths other have fuperfluity and too'mnch. 
Wee judge therefore that every Miniſter have ſufficient where- 
upon to keepe an houle, and bee ſuſtained honeſtly in all things ne» 
ceffary as well for keeping of his houſe and cloathes, fleſh, fiſh, 
.bookes, fewell, and other things neceflary, of the rents and trea- 
 ſarie of the Kirk, at the diſcretionof the Congregation conforme 
to the quality of the perſon and neceſfity of the time : Wherein 
q 3-0 it 
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it is thought good that every Miniſter ſhall have atleaſt fourty 
bolls meale, twenty fix bolls malt, to finde his houſe broad and 
Arinke, and more fo much as the diſcretion of the Charch findes 
neceſſary; beſides money for buying of other proviſion to his 
houſe and other neceſſarics : the modification whercof is referred 
tothe judgement of rhe Kirk , to bee made every yeare at the 
chooſing of the Elders and Deacons of the Kirk, Providing 
alwayes that there bee advanced to every Miniſter ſufficient 
proviſion for a quarter of a yeare before-hand of all things, But 
to him that traycls from place ta place, whom wee call SPST 
intendent, who remaincs as it werea month or leſſe in one p ace 
for &ltabliſhing. of the Kirk , and for the ſame purpoſe 

to another, muſt conſideration bee had, And therefore to ſuc 
wee thinke fix chaldersbeere, nine chalders meale, three chalders 
oats, (ix hundreth mcrkes money, to bee ciked and paircd at the 
diſcretion of the Frince and Councell of the Realme, tobee 
yed to him in manner foreſaid, The Children of the Mint- 
= mult have the libertics of the Cities next adjacent, where 
their Fathers laboured, freely granted, T hey mult haye the pri- 
viledges in Schooles, and burſifſes in Colledges; That is,that they 
ſhall be ſuſtained at learning, if they be found apt thereto : And 
failing thercof, that they bce put to ſome handy=craft ;or exerciſed 
in ſome vertuous induſtry , whereby they may bee profitable 
members of theC ommon-wealth,and the ſame we require of their 
Daughters: To wit, that they bee vertuouſly brought up, and ho- 
neſtly doted when they come to maturity of yearcs at the difcre- 

tion ofthe Kirk. And this in Gods ver ha wee witnelle wee 
require not {ſo much for our ſclyes, or for any that appertaine to 
us, as that wee dae it for the increaſe of vertue and learning, and 
for the profite of the poſterity to come, It is not to bee ſuppoſed 

that any man will dedicate himſelfe and his Children ſo toGod 
and to his Kirk, that they looke for no worldly commodity, but 

this cankered nature which wee beare is provoked to follow 
vertue when it ſceth profite and honour thereto annexed; and 

contrarily, then is vertue 11 many deſpiſed, when vertuous and 
godly men are without honour : and fory wouid-wee bee that 
_ poverty ſhould d:{courage men trom ſtudic, and following of 
the way of vertue , ty which they might cdifie the Kirk agd flock 
of Chriſt Jeſus. Nothing have wee ſpoken of the ſtipend of 
Readers, becauſe if they can doe nothung but reade, they neither 
G 2 Cad 
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can bee called' nor judged true Miniſters, and yet regard muſt 
bcchad to their labours ; but fo that they may bee ſpurred for- 
ward to vertue, and not by any ſtipend appointed for their rea 
ding to bee retained in that eſtate, Toa Reader therefore that 
is newly cntred , fourty merkes, or more or lefſe, as Pariſhioners 
and Readers can agree, is ſufficient : Provided that hee teach the 
Childrenof the Pariſh, which hee muſt doe, beſide the reading of 
the common prayers , and bookes of the old and new Teſtament; 
If from reading hee begin to exhort, and _— the Scriptures, 
then ought his itipend tobee augmented, till finally hee come to 
the honour ofa Miniſter. But if hee bee found unable after two 

cercs, then muſt hee bee removed from that office,and diſcharged 
of all ſtipend, that another may bee proved as long. For this al- 
wayecs is to bee avoided, that none who is judged unable to come 
at any time to ſome reaſonable knowledge whereby hee may 
edike the Kirk, ſhall bee perpetually ſuſtained upon the charge of 
the Kirk. Farther it mult bee avoided, that no child, nor perſon 
within age, that is, within twenty one yeares of age, bee admit- 
ted to the office of a Reader, But Readers ought to bee enduc 
with gravity and diſcretion, leſt by their i;ghtneſle the prayers 
or Scriptures read bee of I: fe price or cllimaticn, It is to Locke. 
ted that the Reader bee pat in the Kirk at the admiſſion of the 
Super-intendent, The other ſort of Readers, who have long 
continued in godlines, and have ſome gift of exhortation, who 
.arc of oy to attaine to the degree of a Miniſter, and teach 
the Children; wee thinke an hundred merkes, or more or 
leſle, at the diſcretion of the Kirk, may bes appointed ; fo that 
difference bce made , as is faid , betwixt them and* the Minje 
ers, that openly preaches the word and miniſters the Sacra- 
ments. 

Reſts yet two forts of people to bee provided for, upon that 
which is called the Patrimony of the Kirk, to wit, the poore, and 
teachers of the youth-head.; Every ſeverall Kirk muſt provide for 
the poore with it ſelfe : For fearctull and horrible it 1s , that the 
poore, whom not onely God the Father m his Law, but Chriſt 
Jeſus in his-Evangell, and the holy Spirit fpeaking by Saint Pagt 
hath fo carncſtly commended to our care, are univerſally fo con- 
temned, and deſpiſed. Wee are not Patrones for ſtubborne and 
idle beggars, who running from place to place make a craft of 
their begging, whom the civill Magiſtrate ought to puniſh-; on 
| Ct 
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for the Widow and Fatherleſſc, the aged, impotent or lamed, 
who neither can, nor may travell: tor. their fuſtentationg wee ſay 
that God commands his pcople to bee carcfull, and therefore for 
ſach, as alſo for perſons of honel!y fallen into deeay and poverty, 
ought ſuch proviſion to bee made, that of our aboundance their 
indigence might bee relieved. How, this . moſt conveniently, 
and moft caſily may bee done in every Citic,and other parts of this 
Realme, God will ſhew you wiſedome, and the meanes, fo that 
your mindes bee godly inclined thereto. All muſt not bee ſuf- 
fered to beggethat gladly would fo doe,neither yet muſt beggers 
remaine where they would; but the (tout and ſtreng beggers muſt 
bee compelled to worke ; and every perſon that may not worke, 
mult bee compelled to repaire to the place where hee or ſhee was 
borne,unleflc of long continuance they haye remained in one place, 
and there reaſonable proviſion muſt bee made for ſuſtentation, as 
the Kirk ſhall appoint, The order nor ſummes in our judgements 
can not particularly bee ppoantes unto ſuch times as the poere 
of every City, Towne and Pariſh bee compelled to repaire to 
the places where they were borne, or of their reſidence, where 
their names and number muſt bee taken ard put in roll, and 
nn ey the wiſedome of the Kirk appoint ſilipends accor= 
BINSLY. 
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_—_— wee have appointed a larger ſtipend to them that ſhall 
bee Super-intendents then to the reſt of the Miniſters, we have 
thought good to ſignific to your Honours ſuch reaſons as moved 
us to make difference betwixt Preachers at this time, as alſo how 
. many Super-intendents wee thinke neceſſary, with their bounds, 
office, cleAionand cauſes that may deſerve depoſition fromthat 
charge, 

| Vaoconfier, that if the Miniſters whom God hath endowed 
with his fingular graces amongſt us ſhould bee appointed to ſeve- 
rall places there to make their continuall reſidence, that then the 
greateſt part of the Realme ſhould bee deititute of all doArine: 
which ſhould not onely bee the occafion of great murmur, but al» 
fo bee dangerous to the ſalvation of many, And therefore wee 
have thought it athing moſt expedient at this time, that from the 
"SERIES awe. 
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whots nbtber- of godly and learned then, now preſently-in this 
Recs be flee ten or twelve {for m{o mary Provirices wee 
aye' ividePthe whole) to whom charge and commandement 
ſhojitd —— a to-plant and ere Kirkes, to ſet, order, and ap- 
jitrt Miniſters, as the former order preſcribes, to the Countries 

t thaſl bee/appointed to their care- where none are now, And 
by, their meancs, your love and common care over all Inhabitants 
of this Realme, to whom youare cqually debtors, ſhall evidently 
appeare; as alſo the ſimple and ignorant, who perchanee have ne- 
verhcard Jcſas Chriſt trucly preached, ſhill come to ſome knows- 
ledge - By the which many that are dead in ſuperſtition and igno- 
Tance,' ſhall attaine 'to ſome feeling of godlineſle, by the which 
they may bee provoked to ſearch and ſceke farther knowledge 
of God, and his true Religion and worſhipping : whereby the: 
contrary , if they ſhall bee neglected , then ſhall they not onely 
'grndge, bat alſoſecke the meancs whereby they may continue in 
: their bliadines;or teturne to their accuſtomed Idolatry; and there- 
"fore'nothing wee defire morcearneſtly then that Chriit Jeſus bee 
univerſally once preached throughout this Realme, which ſhall 
not fiddenly bee, unlefic that by you men becappointed,and com- 
_ fihbally to weeclinfach Provinces as to them ſhall bee 
igned. - 


The names of the places of reſidence and ſeveral Dio- 
ceſſes of the Super-intendents. 


| Eck The Supcr-intendent of Orkyay, whoſe Dioceſle (hall 
comprehend the les, Orknay, Zetland, and Cathnes, and Stra- 
»aver:Hhis refidence to bee in Kirkwal. 

The Super-intendent of Roſſe, whole Dioceſle ſhall comprehene 
Roſſe, Sutherland. Murray, with the north les of the Skie , and 
"Lewes With the adjatents : his refh1dence tobee tn the Channonric 

- of Roſe, | 
' "The Super-intendent of Argyle, whoſe Diocelſe ſhall compre- 
hend Argrle,K -yutire, Lorne, the fouth 1hs, Arran and Buite with 
- their adjacents, with Lochwhaber : his reſidence to bee in 4r- 


ve. WF + 
| $ The Super-intendent of Aberdene, whoſe Diacefle is betwixt 
| Dee and Spoy containing the Shirctdom of Aberdeve and Barmfe: 
. Whoſergldence (hall bee inold beydere, a 
"ON Y* I X 


The Firft Boake of Diſcipline. 
The Super-intendent of Breche» , whoſe Dioceſſy ſhall bee ths 
whole Shtrefdomes of the Afr-nes, Angas, and thebric of Afarre 
to Dee : his refidence to bes in Brechen, Pan OR 
The Super-intendent of Fyfe and Fotberinghama to' Siirling, 
and the whole Shirefdome of Perth : his refidence to bee in Sane 
protracted | ue nos Mer. POT OTRE? 
The 'Snper-intendent of Edinbirgh, whole Diocelle ſhallcam- 
pretend the whole Shirctfome of Lowrhian and Stirling, and the 
Sonth-fide of the water of Forth : lus reſidence to_bge in. £4 
burogh, - a+ 
The Super-intendent "of J-db-rgh , whoſe Dioceſe ſhall com- 
prehend the whole Tivitdasl, T weddail, Liddi/dail, and thereto is 
added by conſent of the. whole Kirk, the Aderſs, Lawderdaill and 
Weddaill, with the forreſt of Errick : his reſ{ence to bee in Ted- 


burgh, | = STIR 
' hl Snpet-intendent of G/4/gow, whoſe DioceflF fall cong- 
p_ Chdſaaill, Renfrew, Meiteth,' Lennox, Kyle and = Knng= 
wht his teftdenceto bee in'G/aſpow. Par 

© The Super-intendent of Dumfrieſſe,, whoſe Dipceſſe ſhall 
comprehend Gatoway, Carrih,, Nithiſdal , Annandaile with the 
T:ft of the dailes inthe Welt'z his; relidence to bee. in ,Dawe 
Ute hoſe men muſt not bee ſuftered to live as your idle Biſhops 
'have done heretofore: neither muſt they remaine where gladly 
they would, but they muſt bee Preach-rs themſelves, and ſuch as 
may not make long reſidence in any place till their, Kirkes ;bee 
_ and provided of Miniſters ,. or at the leaſt of Readers. 
"Charge muſt bee given tathem that they remainein no place abave 
twenty dayes in their viitation , till they have paſſed through 
'their whole bounds. They muſt thrice every weeke, preach at 
the leaſt ; and when they returne'to their principall Towne and 
Reſidence, they muſt bec likewiſe exerci{ed in preaching andiedi- 
fication of the Kirk: and yet they mult not bee ſuffered to conti- 
nue there ſo long , that they may ſecme to negle& their other 
Kirkes 3 Bat after they have remained intheir chicfe Towne three 
or foure Moneths at moſt, they ſhall bee compelled: (unlefle by 
ficknefſe they bee retamed ) to re-enter .in yiftation. :1n. which 
they ſhall not onely preach, but alſo examine the life, diligence 
and behaviour: of the Miniſters, as alſo the ordec of the Kirkes4the 
manners of the peoplz.” They muſt turther confider how thepooxe 
| bee 
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bee provided, hoy the. youth bee inftruſted ; They mult admdg-, 
niſh where admonition necdeth, and dreſle ſuch things as by good 
counſcll they bee able to appeaſe, And finally they muſt note fuch 
crimes as be heynous,chat y the cenſure of the Kirk the ſame may 
be correfod. If the Super-intendent be found negligent in any 
of the. chick points of us office, and ſpecially if he be noted neg» 
ligeft in preaching of the word , and viſitation of the Kirkes; or 
it hee be conyiR of ſuch crimes, which in common Miniſters are 
damned, hee muſt be depoſed, without reſpe of his perſon, or 
officc. | l IF 


The Election of Suptr-intendents. 


J* this preſent neceſſity , the nomination,cxamination, and ad- 
miſfion of the Super-intendent cannot be ſo ſtraight, as we re» 
ire, and as afterward it muſt be, For this preſent, therefore wee 
Pin ke it expedicnt, that cither your Honours by your ſelves no= 
minate ſo many as may ſerve the fore-written Provinces ; or that 
yee give cammiſſion to ſuch men as ye ſuppoſe the fearcof God 
tobein, to doc the ſame. And the ſame men being called in your 
preſence ſhall bee by you, and ſuch as your Hon, pleaſes call unto 
you for conſultation in that caſe , appointed to their Provinces, 
We thinke it expedient, and neceſſary,that as well the Gentlemen, 
as Burgcſſc of every .diocy bee made privy at the ſame to the clc- 
ion of the Super-intendent; as well to bring the Kirk in ſome 
Aiſc of her liberty, as that the Þaſtar may be the better favored 
of the flock whom themſclyes have choſen, If your Honours 
cannot finde for this preſent ſo many able as neceſſity requireth, 
then in our judgements,more profitable it is thoſe Provinces vaike 
till God provide better for them , then that men unable to edihe 
and governethe Kirk, ſo ſuddenly be placed inthat charge; for cx- 
crience hath teached us what peltilence hath beene ingendred 
in the Kirk by men unable to diſcharge their offices. When 
thereforc after three yearcs any Super-intendent ſhall depart, or 
chance to be depoſed, the chicke Towne within the Province, 
to wit, the Miniſters, Elders and Deacons, withthe Magiſtrate 
and Councell of the fame Towne, ſhall nominate, and by publick 
Edits proclaime, as well to the Super-intendent , as to two or 
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muſt be ſabjeR to the cenſure and Ts of Miniſters and El- 


and godly Miniſters within the whole Realtime, that from amongft 
them, one with publick conſent may be clerd and appointee 
tothe office then vacant : And this the chicfe Towne thall be 
bound to doe within the ſpace of twenty dayes; which being 
Expired, and no man preſented, then ſhall three of the next ad 
jacent Provinces with conſent of their Super-intendents, Mint» 
tiers and Elders, enter in the right and priviledge of the Towne, 
and ſhall preſent every onevot them, one or twa, if they liſt, to 
the chieke Towne to be examined, 'as the order requires. Asalſo 
it ſhall bee lawfull for all the Kirkes of the Dioceſe to nomi- 
nate within the ſame time ſuch perſons as they thincke wore 
thy to and in Elction, who all muſt bee put in an E. 
dick. , 
Aﬀer nomination to be made, publick Edits muſt be ſent forth, 
warning al men that haveany exception again(t the perſons no« 
minate, or againlt any of them, to be preſent in the chitfe Towne 
atthe day :thxed, and place, to obj<&t what they can againlt the 
deQion of avy of them, Thirty dayes we thinke ſufficient to be 
aſſigned thereto. Thirty dayes we meane after the nomination 
be made; whichday of the cle&ion being come, the whole Mini- 
ſters of the Province, with three or foure Supcr-intendents next 
adjacent, or that ſhall bce thereto nominated, (hail examine, not 
onely the learning, but alſo the manners,prudence and hability to 
governe the Kirk,of all theſe that be nominatcd:that he who ſhall 
be found molt worthy maybe burdened with the charge. If the 
Miniſters of the whole Provinces ſhould bring with them the 
votes of them that were committed to their care , theeletion 
ſhould be the more free. But alwayes the votes of them that con- 
vene, ſhould be required. The ex1minations muſt be publickly 
made, Thcy that ſtand in cletion muſt publickly preach, and men 
muſt be charged in the name of God, to vote according to conſci> 
ence,and not after aff-ion. 
If any thing be objeRed againſt him that ſtandeth in eleRion, 
the Super- intendents and Miniſters muſt confider whether the 
obje&tton be made of conſcience or malice, and they mult anſwere 
accordingly. Other cere-onics then ſharp examination, appro» 
dation of theMiniſters, aud Super-intendents, with the-publicke 
conſent of the Elders and veoplle, wee cannot allow, 
- The Syper-intendent being cleAed,and appointed to his charge, 


ders, 


= / 


v2 _ 
9874 4 s 


| The. as ho . p 
| , OE "53 (68 
ders, not ofhis chicfe. Towne onsly; bur alfo- of the whole Pro- 
yincggover the which he.is appointed Qverker. 
this off;ace be knowne, and the Miniſters .and Elders of the 
Towne and, Province be aaglizent in correctingot him, thea tho 
niext one or two Super-intendents with theirMinilters and Elders, 
may conyen: him, and the Miniſters and Elders ofhischicf Town 
{provided that it be within his owne Province or chiefe Towne} 
may accuſe or corred as well the Superintendent im-theſe things 
that arc worthy of corre&ion, as-the Minilters and Elders of their 
igence and ungodly tolerance of his offence, 
loever crime deſerves depoſitionor corre&ion of any 0- 
ther Miniſter, deſervcth the ſame jn the Super- intendent, without 
exception of per{ons. 

After that the Kirk is eſtabliſhed, -and three yearesbe paſſed, we 
require:that no man be called to the office of a Super-intendent, 
who hath not at thc leaſt two years given declaration of his faith» 
full labours in, the miniſtery of the fame Kirk, 

_ ., No Super-intendeat. may be transferred at the-pleaſure or re» 
gueſt of. any. one Province, no. not withoutrthe conſent ot the 
whole conncclLof the Kirk, and that for grave cauſ:s and confide= 
$at1ons. 

-  Otone thinginthe end we mult admoniſh-your Honours, to 
Xvit, that in the appointing of the Super-intendents,for this;pre= 
Ent, ye diſ-appoint not your chief Townes, and wherekarniag is 
exerciſed, ofiuch Miniſters as more may profit by-refidence in one 
phace, then by continuall travcll from place to place. For if ye 10 
doc, the youth.in thel: places ſhall lack the profound interpre- 
tation of Scripture: and ſo ſhall it be long before your garden fend 
-forth many plants ; where by the contrary, itone or two Townes 
be continually cxerciſedas they may, the! Commanwealth ſhall. 
ſhortly.feaſt of their fruit, to the comfort of the godly, 


F4r the Schooles. 


.C Ecing that the office and dutie of the- godly Magiſtrate, isnot 
onely to purge the Charch of God fromallfaperſtition, .and:to 
ſetitat li.erty from tyranny and bandages butalſo to provides 
the utmoſt of his power,. hew- it. may- abide in me purity i-the 
poſtcrity following , wee canbutireely communicate our:judgeo- 
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Ecing that God hath determined that :bis Kirkekere in,carth 

(hall be taught nepp-ngitn, hut mep; and cing chat mon 
are borne ignorant of God, and of all godlincſle, ang {eeuigalfohe 
ceaſes to illuminatc;men miraculouſly, ſaadenly changing theny 
as he did the Apoſtles, and others in the primitive Kigke:Ot neces 
ſity it is that your Honours be mgſt carsfull for the vertuous cdye 
cation, and godly up-bringing of the youth-. of this Realae: if cis 
ther ye now thirſt, ynfainedly the advangcment of Chriſta glory, 
or yet defire the continuance ofhis benchts to the generation fol 
lowing.. For as the. youth awalt ſuccced to us, fo we ought to.be 
carcfull that they .haye knowledge and erudition. to profit.and 
comfort that whuch ought to be moſt deare to us, to wit, the Kigk 
and ſpouſe plecy Lord Jclus. Ot neceflity-therefore we:judge 
that SIR | all Kick bave one Schoolmaſter appoigtod, {uch a 
oneat lealt as is able to teach Grammar, and the Latine tongue, if. 
the Towne be of any reputation, If it beup-a-land, whers. the. peas 
ple convene to the dodrine but- once 4x 6 weeke, then 1 
ther the Reader, or the, Miniſter there appointed, take careaver 
the children and youth of the pariſh, tounſtru& them. in the firlt 
rudiments,and eſpecially in the Catechiſme-as we (have it-noww 
translated in the booke of the common erder, called the order of 
Geneve, And furder we thinke it expedicnt, that in eyerymotable 
Towne, and {pecinly in'the Towne of the Super- inteadent, there. 
be crefted a Colledgo, in which thearts at lealt Logick and Rhc» 
torick, together with the tongues, be read by ſufficient Maſters, 
for whom honeſt ſtipends muſt beappointed, As allo proviſion for 
thoſe that be, poore , and not ablg:by themſelves, nor by their 
friends to be ſaſtained at letters, and in ſpeciall theſe that come 
from Landward, The fruit and commodity hereof ſhall ſudden» 
ly appeare, For firſt, the youth-head- and tender children ſhall bee 
nouriſhed, and brought up in. vertuc in preſence of their friends, 
by. whoſe gaod attendance many inconveniences fnay be avoid» 
cd, in which the youth commonly fall,cither by over much libers 
tie, which they have inſtrange and unknowne places, while they 
cannot rule themſclves : or clic for lack of good attendance, and 


ſuchoecellry a their tender age requires, Secondly, the excreiſe 
of Chidteainevery Kirk, tall be grove intuttion 39 thoug 
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Laſt, the great Schoales, called the Vniverſitics, ſhall be repleni. 
ſhed with theſe that ki be apr'to leartiing; For this muſt be care. 
fully provided,that no Father of what cltatc or conditiqn that ever 
lic be,uſc his Children at his 0wno tants:ic,cipoeially intherr youths 
head ; butall muſt be compelted to bring up their Children in lears 
ing and vertae.. * | Bo 700 MURIOO POEG REM 
herich and potent may not be permitted to fuff:r their Chil 
dren to-fpend their youth in vaine idlenefle,as herctofore they have 
done Bit they mult b: exhorted, any by the ccnſure of the Kirk 
wompetted to-dedieare' their Sonnesby good exerciſes to the pro- 
Gre of the Kirk; aid Common-wealth; and thit they 'awlt doe of 
their owne expences, becauſe they are able. The Chitdren of the 
poore malt be ſupported and ſaſtamed of the charge of the Kirk, 
triall —_——_— whether the Spirit of docility be in them found, 
or not's IFthcy be'found apt to learning and letters, then may they 
adt(wemeane,ncither the Sonnes df the rich,nor yet of the poore) 
be permitted to reject learning, but muſt be charged to continue 
their ſtudy, fo that the Common-wealth may have ſome comfort 
by them«-And. for _—_— mult diſcreet, grave, and learned 
-menbe: appointed to'viſit'Schooles for the tryaHl of their excerciſe, 
profite and continnance : To wit; the Miniſterand t lders,and the 
reſt of learncd' men/in every Towne thall 1n every quarter make 
exatnination-how the youth-have profited. 
- And certaine times mult be appointed torcading and learning 
of the Catechiſme, and certaihe to-the Gramimra- and to the Latine 
tongues,and aecrtainc to the Arts of Philoſophy/and the tongues; 
and certaine to that ſtudy in the which they intend. chiefly to tra- 
yell for the profite of the Common- wealth,. W hich time being 
expired,we mean? in every courſe,the Children fhonld cither pro- 
cc to the'farther- knowledge,'or elſe they mult be ſet to ſome 
handy-craft, or to ſome other profitable exerciſc LoNiding al- 
wayes that firſt they have further knowledge of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion: To wit,the knowledge of Gods Law and Commane=ments, 
e uſe and'office of the ſame : the chi:fe Articles of the belecte, 
eheright-forme-to pray unto Tod; the number, aſe, and eff:&of 
the Sacraments: tho true knowledge cf Chriſt Fetus;of t.is Office 
and:Naturcs, and ſach others, without the knowledge whereof 
neither any man deſerves to be called a Chriſtian, reither ought.any 
tobe admitted to the participation of the Lords Table: and there= 


fore their principles ought and muſt be learned in the youths head, 
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ſ þ hy yeares we thinke more then ſufficient to learne to read 
perfeRly,to a ſwereto the Catcchitme,and to have ſome ev * 
tres in the firſt Rudiments of Grammar; to the full accompliſhes 
ment whereof (we meane of the Grammar ) we thinke other three 
res or fourc at molt ſufficient to the Arts, to wit, Logick and 
Rhetorick, and to the Greeke tongue foure yeares, and the reſt till 
the age of 24. yearcs,to te ſpent in that (Judy, wherein the Learner 
| would protit the Church, or Common- wealth, be it inthe Lawes, 
Phyſick, or Divinity, which tune of a4. yearcs being ſpent in the 
Schools, theLcarner malt beremoved to 1{crve th- Church or Com- 
mon-wealth, unlefle he be found.a neceflary Reader in this fame 
Colledge. or Vaivcrlity, If God ſhall move your hcarts to cſtan, 
bliſh and execute this order, and put thele things in praQtiſe, your 
wholc Realme, we doubt not, within few yearcs will fcrye it telfe; 
of true Preachers,and of other Otheers neceſſary for the Commons, 
wealth, , 
| of the Ereftion of Univerſities. 
| T He'Gtammar Schoole being erected, and of the tongucs(as we 
2 - 4 have ſaid Jnext we think: it neceſfary there be 3. V niverfitics. 
in this whole Realme, cſta;liſhed in 2, Townes accuſtomed, The 
firſt in S. Andrew-s, the ſecond in Glaſgow, and the third in Aber- 
dein, And in the firit Vniverſity and prin. ipall,viz,S. Andrewes,that 
there be 3. Colledges, and in the firſt Colledge, which is theentry 
of the Vnivetſicy, therebe foureclaſles or feages, the firſt to the 
new Suppolis ſhall be onely Dialettice. next oncly Aﬀathematice; 
| the third of Phy/ickonely, the fourth of 4: dicrne. . And inthe (c- 
cond Colkdge, two clafſcs or feages,thetirſt of Moral Philoſophy, 
the ſecond of the Lawes, And 1a the third Colledge two clafics 
| or ſages, th- firſt of the tongues,to-wit,Grezke and Hebrew;the {cs 
cond of Usvinity, 


| '» -Of Readers and of vhe degrees and time of ſtudy. 


| | | > em,in the firlt Colledge and firſt Claſſe, ſhall be a Reader.of D 54> 
tttea,who ſhall accompliſh his courſc thereof in a year. In Afa> 
| thematica, which is the ſecond Claſſe, (hall be a Reader which ſhall 


= 
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compleat his courſe of Arichmerica, Geometry, Coſmography, and 
Aſtrology in one yeere. Ir the third claſfe fhall bze a Reader of na» 
turall Philoſophy , who ſhall compleat his courſe in oue yeere. 
And whoatter thir three yeares by triall and cxaminatdon, thall be 
" found ſutficicatly inſtructed in the forciaid fcicnces, ſhall i>x Zawn 
ret, and Graduatin Philoſophy. In the fourth: claſſe, ſhall bea 
Reader of Medicine, who hall complcat his courſc in, yearcs, 
aſer the ſtudy of the which time, being by examination found ſuf- 
ficient, they ſhall be in Medicine. 
 - Feem,in the ſecond Colledge,in the firſt claſſe,one Reader oncly 
isthe Ethicks, Occonomicks, and Pohiticks, who ſhall compleat 
tis coarſe jn the ſpace of one yeare. In the ſecond claſle ſhall be. 
two Readers in the'Mancipatl and Roman Lawcs,who ſhall com- 
pleat his courſe in 4. yearcs, after which time being by cxamina« 
tion found ſufhcient, they ſhall bee graduate in the Lawes.. /'.. 

-': tems, ia the third colledpe, in the farſt claſſe, one reader of the 
Hebrew,and another of the Greeke tongue, who ſhall cdmpleat the 
Gramittar thereof in 3. moneths,and the remanent of the yearc,the 
Reader of the Hebrew ſhall interpret one booke of Moſes,the Pre» 
phers,or the P/almes fo that this courſe and claſſe ſhall contir.ue one 
yeare. The Reader of the Greek (hall interpret ſome book of Plato, 
with ſome place of the new Teltament. In the ſecond 
&lalſe fall be two Readers in Diuinity, the one in thenew Teſta- 
ment, the other in the old, who ſhall compleat their courſe in five 
yeares: after which time, who ſhall be found by examination ſuf- 
ficient, they ſhall be graduate indivinity. 

\ Jeers, 'wee thinke expedient that none be admitted to the firſt 
Collcdge, and to be _—_— of the [Jniverſity, unleſſe he have 
from the Maſtcr of the Schoole, and Miniſter of the Town where 
he was inſtruQed in the tongues,and teſtimony of his learning,do- 
cility, age and parentage : and likewiſe triall be taken by certaine 
Examinators,depatc by the Reor andPrincipals of the fame, And 
# he be found ſutficiently inſtrued in the Dsale#tca, he ſhall in- 
continent the ſame year be promoted to the claſſe of Mathematica, 

Ttem,that nonebe admitted to the claſſe of Medicine,but he that 
ſhall have his teſtimoniall of his time well ſpent in Dialeftica, Ma- 
thematices,and Phyfich, and of his docility in the laſt, 

Ttews, that none be admitted unto the claſſe of the 1 awes, buthe 
that ſhall have ſufficient teſtimonials of his time well ſpent in Die+ 
deflica, Mathematica, Pbyſica,Ethicks, Occonomicks,and Politicks, 
«nd of his docility in the laſt Item, 


_- 
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yo cred wenE ſeage of Divinity 
none be admitted unto & ſcape of Divini 

button aat ſhall have ſufficient teſtimonials ot his time 
in Dialeftica,Mat' ematice, Phyſr a, Ethice,Orconomicaant Pebtica, 
and the Hebrew tongue, and of his docility in the morall 'Phalos 
fophiy, and the Hebrew tongue. But neither ſhall fuck as. 
them to heare the Lawes, be compelled to heate Medicine; 
ſuch as apply them to heare Divinity, be compelled to heare cither 
Medicine,or yet the Lawes, 

tem, inthe 2 [Jaiverlity, which is Gla{zew,ſhall be two Cols 
ledges on!y:in the firſt ſhall be aclafle of Dsa/e#ice, another of Adan 
thematica,the third of Phyſica,ordercd in all forts as. S. {udrewes, 

Trems, inthe ſecond, foure claſſes, the farſt of Morall ptalolophy, 
Ethicks, Oeconomicks,and Phyſick, The ſecond of the'Munerpall 
and Roman Lawes, The third, ofthe Hebrew tongue, The fourth 
of Divinity,which ſhal beordered1n all forts to that we have writ» 
ten in the order af the [ Joiverlity of S. eHngrowes. 

The third Jniverſity of Aberdein ſhall be contorme to this | + 
niverſity of Glaſgowin all ſorts. | 

Item, we thinke necedfull that there be choſen of the body of 
the V univerſity to every Colledgea principall man of learning,dif 
crction and diligence, who (hall receive the wholerents of the 
Colledge; and diſtribute the-lameaccording to the exetion of the 
College, and ſhall dayly hearken the dyet counts, 'adjoyning to 
him weekely one of the Readers or Regents, above whomheth 
take attendance upon their d.ligence, as well in their reading as &x- 
=—_ ofthe youth inthe matter taught upon the policy and up» 
hold of the place,and for puniſhment ofcrimes ſhall hold a weeke- 
ly convention with the whole members of the Colledge. He ſhall 
be countable yearely to the Super-intendent, Rector,and the Prin» 
cipals convened about the firſt of November. His cleftion ſhall bein 
this fort : Therc ſhall be three of the moſt ſufficient men of the[F» 
niverſity (not Principals already nominate by the members ofthe. . 
Calledge) tworn to follow their conſciences whole Principall is 
departed, and pablickly proponed through the whole p——_ 3 
«fter the which time 8, daycs, by the Super-intendent himſelfe; or 
his ſpeciall Procurator, with the ReRor,agd the reſt ofthe Princi» 
pals, as a Chapter, convenit, ſhall confirmc-one of the three they 
thinke molt ſufficient, being before ſworne to.doe the fume with a. 
fingle eye without reſpeR.to-frad or favour, "28, TER 
 *Hew, in every Colledge. we thinke needfullat leaſt, a Steward 


. 
—_ 
: . F4 Y 


YM 
® "4 =. 


ps rs A m "Ww) yy wok, 0p _ 7 5 
Cooke; Gardiner, and Porter, who ſhall be ſubje& to Diſcipline 
of the Principall, as the reſt. 
".  Ttemi, That every Vniverlity have a beddall ſubjeR to ſerve at all 
times throughout the whole Vaiycrſity, as the tveor and briu- 
cipall ſhall command. 
©, fremthat + thabyymy have a Re&or choſen from yeare to 
yearc as ſhall follow. The Frincipals, being convened with the 
whole m_—_ chapterly ſhall be ſworne, that every man in his 
roome nominate ſuch a one as his conſcience ſhall tcltitic to 
be [moſt ſufticient , to beare ſuch charge and dignity : and three of 
them that ſhall be ofteſt nominated fall be put in edit peuchly 
15. dayes before Michae/mas; and then ſhall on Michar/mas cven 
convene the whole a rs Regents,and Suppolts,that arc gra- 
duat, or at the leaſt Rudicd their time in Ethicks, Qcconomicks, 
ard Politicks, and na others yonger, and every one firſt proteſt in 
Gods preſence to follow the fincere ditment of their conſcience 
ſhall nominate of the three, and he that hath moſt votes ſhall be 
confirmed by the Super-intendent and Principals, and his ducty 
with an cxhortation proponed unto him, and this to be the 28. day 
of September and thereafter trial to be taken hinc inde of his juſt and 
odly government, and of the reſts lawfoll ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience: he ſhall be propined by the Vniver{:ty at his catry with a 
new garment, bearing inſignia Magiſiratws,and he holden moneth- 
ly to viite every Colledge, and with his preſence decorc and exa- 
Mine the leMions and exercye thereof, His Aſſciſors ſhall be a Laws 
.yerand a Theologe, with whoſe advicehe ſhall decideall queſti- 
ons civill betwixt the members of the Vniverſity. 1 any without 
the Vniverſity perſuc a membrr thereof, or he be perſucd by a 
member of the ſame, he ſhall aſſiſt the Provoſt and Balllics in theſe 
caſes,or o:her Iudges competen,to fee juſticebe miniltred : Inlike 
wilc ifany of the Vniverſity be criminally perſued, he ſhall aſſiſt 
the Judges competent, and ſee that Juſtice be miniſtred. 

Item, We thinke expedientthatin every Colledgein every V- 
niverſity, there be 24. burſars,divided cqually in all the Claſſes and 
feages as 1s above cxpremit, that is, in S. Andrewes 72, burfars, in 
Glaſgow 43.burſars, in.dberdcine 48. to be ſuſtained onely in meat 
upon the charges of Colledge, and tobe admitted at the exami- 
nation ofthe miniſtery and four of the Principals in the Vni- 
werſity ,as well in the docility of the Perſons offered, as of the abili- 

of their Parents to ſuſtaine themythemiclves, and not to burden 
te Common-wcalth with them, 1,” 04, 4 
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25 the Stipends and Expenſes neceſſary. | 
Tims, WE chinte per = het bare; XA be doted with 
temporall lands,wich rents & revenues of the Biſhopricks tem- 
poralitie , and of the Kirkes collegiate fo farre astherir ordina 
charges ſhall require;and therefore that it would pleaſe your Hon: 
by oo of your Hon.Coun.and yore of Parliam.to do the ſame. 
And to the effe& the ſame may be ſhortly exped. we haverecol- 
led the ſummes we thinke neceſlary for the ſame. 

Imprims: , for the ordizary ftipend of the Dialedtician Reader, 
the Mathematieian, Phyſician and morall Philoſopher, we thinke 
ſufficient an hundred pounds for every one of them. 

Ttems,for the ti xt oy oferery Reader in Medicine,and Layes, a 
hundreth thirty chees ds 6.5. 8.d. 

Trems, to every Reader in Hebrew,Greek,and Divinitie, 200.p. 

Ttem,to every Principall ofa Colledge 200.pounds. 

Ttem, to every Steward 16.pounds, 

Teens, to every Gardiner,to every Cooke and Portergto ilk one 

of them ren merkes. 

Items, to the buird of every burſar without the claſſe of Theol, 

20, pounds. 

Items,in the claſſe of Theologie, which will be only rwelve per 

tons in S» Androes, 24-P, | 
Summe of yearly and ordinary expences in the Uniyer- 
0 of Wm RIG 3979P- © Glaſ 

Summe of yearly ordinary expences of Glaſgow, 2922,Þ» 

Abberdine as much. : y 

Summe of the ordinary charges of the whole. 

Item,the Beddalls ſtipend ſhall be of every intrant and ſappoſt of 
the Univerſity 2.ſhillings: of every one Graduate in PhiloſophieF; 
ſhillings:of every one Graduate in Medicine or laws,4.ſhillings,in 
Theologie 5. ſhillings : all Burſars being except 

Item, we have thought good for building and upholding of the 
places, a generall colle&t be made, and that every Earles ſon, ar his 
entryto the Univerſity, ſhall give 40-$-and likewiſe at every Gra- 
duation 40-ſhil. /rems,cach Lords ſonne likewiſeat ſach time, 30. 
fhil. each freeholding Barons ſonne 20.ſhil. every fewar and fub- 
ftantions Gentlemans ſonne, 1 .mark. /rem,every ſabRantions huſ- 
band and Burges ſon, at each'time 10-ſhil. Items, every one of the - 
reſt, not excepting the burſars, 5.(hil.ar each rime:And that this be - 


gathered ina common'box, put in keeping tothe principal of the 
Ww I 


Theologians 
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Theologians, every principall having a key thereof, ro be counted | 
each year once with the reſt of principallsto be laid in the fame,@- 
bout the 15- day of Nov.in preſence of the Superintendent, Re- . + 
or and wholePrincipals,and with their whole conſent,or at leaſt 
the moſt part of them,reterred,8& imploied only upon the building | 
and —__ of the places, & repairing of the ſame,ever as nece!- | 
ftie 


all require. And thetefore the Refor with his aGiftancs, 
ſhall be holden to viſit the places each year once, incontinent after | 
he be promoted upon the laſt of October, or thereby. | 
Of the priviledges of the Univerſitie. 
Eeing wee deſire that Innocencie ſhquld' defend us rather then 
riviledge,we think that each perſon of the Uniyerlitie ſhould 
anſwer before the Provolt and Bailifles of each Town, where the 
Univerſities are, of all crimes whereof they are accuſed , only that 
the ReQor be aſſeſſor to them in the ſaid ations.Incivill matters, 
if the queſtion be berwixt members of the Univerhrie,on each fide 
making their reſidence and exerciſe therein, for the time in that 
caſe the partie called ſhall not be holden ro anfwer,burt onely be- | 
fore the Rector and his aſſeſſors heretofore exprimed, In all other 
caſes of civill parſait, the generalÞFrule of the law to be obſerved, 
attor ſequatuy forum res, &c. 
lem,that theReRor and all inferiour members of the Univerkitie: 
be exempted from all raxations, impoſts, charges of warre,or any < 
other charge that may onerate,or abſtrat him or them, from the | 
care of his office, ſuch as Tutorie, Curatorie, or any. ſuch like thar | 
are eſtabliſhed, or hereafter ſhall be eſtabliſhed in our Common- » 
weal;tothe effe& that(without trouble)they may wait on the up- 
bringing of the youth- in learning,and beſtow their time onely in | 
that moſt neceſlarie exerciſe: | 
All other things touching the bookes to be read, in 11k claſſe, 
and all ſuch like particular affatreswe referre to the diſcretion of 
the Matters,Principals and Regents, with their well adviſed coun- 
ſell ;-not doubting but if God hall grant quietneſſe,and give your 
Witedomes grace to ſet: forward letters inthe ſort preſcribed, ye 
ſhall leave-wiſedome and learning to your poſteritie , a treaſure 
more.to be efteemedthen any earthly treafure ; ye are able to 
amaſle for them, which without wiſedome are more able to be , 
theirruin and confuſion , then help and comfort- And as this is | 
moſt rrne , ſowe leave it with the reſt of the commodities to be 
weighed by your honours: wiſedome , and. ſet antaceyy” your 
Tt As onnue 
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| authoritie to the moſt high advancement of this Common-wealth 
committed to your _ 

% The ſixth heada'of the Rents and Patrimonie 
| of the Church, 

| Hir two ſorts of men, that isto ſay, Miniſters and the poore, 

together with the Schooles, when order ſhall be taken there» 

anenc , muſt bee ſaſteined upon the charges of the Kirk ; and 

| therefore proviſion muſt bee made how, and by whom ſuch 
ſummes muſt be lifted. But before we enterin this head,we muſt 

craveof your Honours , in the name of the eternall God, and of 

L hisSon Chriſt Jeſus , that ye have reſpe& ro your poore brethren, 

| che Labourers and Manurers of the ground ; who by their cruell 

| beats che Papiſts have before been oppreſt, char their life ro them 
hath'been dolorous and bitter. If yee will have God authour and 
| approver of this reformation, ye mult not follow their foor-fteps, 
bur yee mult have compaſsion of your brethren, appointing them 
| to pay reaſonable teinds, that they may finde ſome benefit of 
| Chritt Jeſus now preached unto them. 

With the griefe of ourhearts we heare, that ſome Gentlemen 
are now as cruell over their Tenants, as ever were the Papiſts , re- 
quiring ofthgm whatſoever they afore payed to the Kirk; ſo that 

4, the Papiſticall tyrannie ſhall only bechanged into the tyrannie of 

| theLord&Laird.We dare nor flatter your Honours,neither yet is it 

| profitable for you that we fo doe.If we permit crueltie to be uſed, 
neither ſhall ye , who by your authoritie ought to gainfiand fach 

D oppteſs10n,nor yet they that uſe the ſame eſcape. Gods heavie and 

| - fearefull judgements. The Gentlemen, Barons,Earles, Lords and 
others, mult be content to live upon their juſt rents , and ſuffer 
the Kirk to be reſtored to her libertie ; that inher reſtitution, the 
poore, who heretofore by the cruell Papiſts have been ſpoiledand 
.oppreſſed, may now recerve ſome comfort and relaxation , that 
their teinds and other exaRions be cleane diſcharged,and no more 
taken in times comming. The uppermoſt claich, enepqraſine ; 
clerk-matle,the Paſche offering , teind-aile and all hanalings upa- 
land. can neither bee required, nor received of good conſcience : 
Neither do we judge it to proceed of juſtice, that any man ſhould 

) poſleſſe the reinds of another, but we think it a moſt reaſonable 

| thing that every man have the uſe of his oivne teinds, provided 

that he anſwer to the Deacons and Treafurers of the Kirk,of that 
which juſtice ſhall be appointed co him» We require rhe Deacons 
ESE I 2 and 
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and T reaſares,rather to receive the rents,then the Miniſters them- 
ſelves ; becauſe that of the tiends mult not onely the Minifier be 
ſuſteined, but alſo the poore and ſchooles. And therefore we think 
it expedient that common T reaturers; to wir, the Deacons be ap- 
pointed from: yeare to yeare, toreceive the whole rents appertai- 
ning to the Kirk, and that commandement be given that none be 
permittedeither to receive,or yet to intromet with any thing ap- 

ricining to the ſaltination of the perſons foreſaid, but ſuch-as 

common conſenr-of the Kirk are thereto appointed. 

Ifany think this prejudiciall ro the tackes and aſſedations of 
them thar now polleſle the tiends. Let them underftand,that their 
unjuſt poſſeſſion is no pofieſſion before God ; for they of whom 
they received their title, and preſuppoſed right or warrant, were 
theeves and murtherers, and had no power 10 to alienate the pa- 
rrimonie, and common em of the Kirk. And yet we are not ſo 
extreme, but that we wiſh jutt recompence to be madeto fach as 
have deburſed ſummes of money to the unjuft profeſſors, {fthat 
it hath not been done of late dayes.in prejudice of the Kirk. Bur 
ſuch as are found and known to bedone of plainecolluſion, in | 
no wayes ought to be maintained by you. And for that purpoſe | 
we thinke ir molt expedient that whoſoever have afſedation of | 
tiends and Kirks , be openty warned to produce their afledation | 
and aſſurance, that cognition being raken, the juſt cakeſmen may Y 
have the juſt and: realonable recompence for the yeares that are 
ro mnne , the-profic of the yeares palt being confidered and de- 
duced; apdtheunjuft and ſurmiſed may be ſerved accordingly ; fo 
that the Kirk-in the end may receive her libertie and freedom,and 
that onely, for the reliefe of the poore. Your Honours may ealllie 
underfiand that we ſpeake nor now for our ſelves , bur in favour 
of the Labourers defrauded and oppreft by the Prieſts, and by 
rheipconfederate penſioners ; for while that the Prielts Penſioner | 
his :dle belly is delicately fed, the poore, ro whom the portion of | 
that appertaings, was pined with hunger ; and moreover the true | 
labourer. was 6ompelled to pay that which he ought not. For the | 
labourer is neither debtor to the dumb dog , called the Biſhop, | 
neither yet to his hired penſioner; bur is debter onely toche Kirk. | 

| 
| 
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And the Kirk is bound to ſultaine and nouriſh of her charges, the 
perionsbefore mentioned, to wit, the Mani(ters of the word, the 
poore, andche teachers of the youth. Burt now to returne to the 


former head. The ſummes able to fultaine the forenamed parns, 
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and to farniſh all things appertaing to the preſervation of good 
order and policie wich the Kirk, mult bee lifted off the encli,co 
wit,the tenth ſheafe,hay,hemp, lint,fiſhes,renth calfe;centh lamb, 
tenth wool, tenth folle, renth cheeſe, And becauſe that we know 
that thetenth reaſonably raken,as is before exprefſed,will nor fuf- 
fice to diſcharge the former neceſinie,we think that all things do« 
red in hoſpitalitie, and annuall rents both in burgh and land, per- 
raining to the Priefts, Chantorie Colledges, Chappellarries, & the 


.Freeries of all orders, to the fitters of the Seenes, and ſuch others, 


be reteined ill in theuſe ofthe Kirk or Kirks within the Townes 
and pariſhes where they were doted. Furthermore, to the uphot- 
ding of the Univerſities, and ſuſtentation of the Superincendents, 
the whole revennue of the temporalitie of the Biſhops, Deanes,and 
Archdeanes lands , and of all rents of lands pertaining to the Ca- 
thedrall Kirks whatſoever. And further Merchants _ rich crafts- 
menin free Burghs , having nothing to doe with rhe manuring of 
the ground, mutt take ſome provihion of their Cities, Townes, and 
dwelling places for to fu port the need of the Kirk. 

To the Miniſters, and failing thereof, the Readers, muſt be re- 
Rored their Manſes and Gleibs;for elſe they cannot ſerve the flock 
at all times, as their dutie is ; If any Gleibexceed fix Acres of 

round,the reſt to remain in the hands of the poſſeſſours,titl' order 
e taken therein. 

The receivers and collectors of theſe rents and duties , mul# be 
Deacons or Treaſurers appointed from yeare to yeare in every 
Kirk,and by the common conſent , and tree ele&ion of the Kirk. 
The Deacons mult diſtribute no part of that which is collected; 
but by command of the Miniflers and Elders. Andthatthey'm 
command nothing to be delivered, bur as the Kirk hath before des 
cermined;to wit, the Deacons ſhall-of the firſt part pay the ſums, 
either quarterly, or from ha'fe yeare to halfe yeare, to the Mini» 
ſters, which the Kirk hath appointed. The ſame they ſhall doe ro 
the Schoolemaſters, Readers, and Hoſpitall, if any bee, receiving 
alwayes an acquittance for their diſcharge. If any extraordinarie 
ſummes beto be delivered, then mult the Miniſters, Elders, and 
Deacons, conſult whether rhe deliverance of ſuch ſammes, doth 
tand with the commonurilicie of the Kirk,ornot. And if they do 
univerſally condiſcend ard agree upon the affirmative or negative, 
then becauſe they are incredic and office for the yeare, they may 
doeas beft ſeemes; but if there be any controverſe amongit them- 
keives, 


$2 The br Booke of Diſcipline. 
ſelves, the whole Kirk muſt be made privie,and after that the mat- 
ter be proponed.and the reaſons ; the judgement of the Kirk with 
the Mmitlters conſent ſhall prevaile. The Deacons ſhall. be com- 
pelled and boundto make accounts to the Miniſter and Elders of 
that-which they received , as oft as the policie ſhall appoint : and 
the Elders whenthey are changed ( which mult be every yeare) 
muſt cleare their counts before ſach Auditers as the Kirk ſhall ap- 
int : aud both che Deacons and Elders being changed ſhall de- 
fiver ro them that ſhall be new elected.all ſlummes of moniecorns 
and other profits reſting in their hands: The tickets whereof muſt 
be delivered to theSuper-intendants in their vifitation,& by them 
to the great councell of the Kirk ; that as well the abundance as 


the indigence, of every Kirk may be evidently known, that a rea-... 


ſonable equalitie may be had throughout this whole Realme. If 
this order be —_—_ kepr,corruption cannot ſuddenly enter. For 
the free and yearly ele&ion of Deacons and Elders ſhall ſuffer 
none ro uſurpe a perpetuall domination over the Kirk : the know- 
ledoe of the rentall ſhall ſuffer them to receive no more , then 
whereof they ſhall be bound ro make accounts:the deliverance of 
monie to thenexw officers ſhall not ſuffer private men uſe in theis 
private bulineſle, ghat which apperraines co the publick affaires of 
the Kirk: -: 
The ſevemh head of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline. 

A S:that' no Common-wealth can flouriſh , or long endure, 
4. without good Lawes and ſharpe execution of the ſame ; ſo 
neither can the Kirk of God be brought topuritie , neither yer 
be retained in the ſame without the order of Eccleſfiafticall Di- 
ſcipline , which Rands in reproving and correcting of the faults, 
which the civill ſvord either doth negle& , or not puniſh : 
blaſphemie,adulterie,murder, perjurie, and other crimes capitall, 
worthy of death , ought nor properly to fall under cenſure of the 
Kirk; becauſe all ſuch open tranſyreſſors of Gods lawes , oughe 
to beraken away by the civill ſword. Bur drunkenneſſe, exceſle, 
be ic in apparell,or be it in eating and drinking, fornication , op- 
preſſing of the poore by exaQtions, deceiving of them in buying 
and ſel}ing by wrang met and meaſure , wanton words and licen- 
tious living tending to flander,doe openly appertaine to the Kirk 
of God to puniſh them , as Gods word commands. But hecauſe 
this accnrſed Papiſtrie hath brought in ſach confuſion into the 
world,that neither was vertue rightly praiſed , neither yer vice ſe- 


verely 
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verely puniſhed,thie Kirk of God is compelled to draw the ſword, 
ack of God ſhe hath received , againlt ſuch open and manifeſt 
contemners,curſing and excummunicating all ſuch, as well thoſe 
whom the civill ſword oughe ro puniſh, as the other,from all par- 
ticipation with her in prayers and Sacraments, till open repen» 
rance appeare manifeſtly in them. As the order and proceeding to 
excommunication ought to be ſlow and grave, ſo being once pro- 
nounced againſt any perſon of what eſtate or condition that ever 
chey be, it mult be kept with all ſeveritie. For lawes made and 
not kept, engender contempt of vertue; and brings in confuſion 
and libertie to finne, And therefore this order we think a 
to be obſerved afore,and after excommunication. Firſt, it the of- 
fence be ſecret or known to few men,& rather ſtands in ſuſpition 
then in manifeſt probation , the offender eng to be privately 
admoniſhed,to abRaine from all appearance of evill, which if hee 
promiſe to doe, and declare himſelte ſober , honeſt, and one that 
feares God, and feares to offend his brethren, then may the ſecret 
admonition faffice for his corre&ion, But 1f he either contemne 
the admonition,or after promiſe made do ſhew himſelfe no more 
circumſpect then he was before , then muſt the Miniſter admo- 
niſh him , to whom if he be found inobedient they mult pro- 
ceed. according to the rule of Chritt,as after ſhall be declared;: 1f 
the crime be publick;and ſuch as is hamous,as fornication , drun- 
kenneſle, fighting, common ſwearing, or execration, then ought 
the offender to be called in preſence of the Miniſter, Elders and 
Deacons , where his finne and treſpaſſe- ought to be deciared and 
aggreged ; ſo that his conſcience may feele how farre he hath of- 
fended God,and what ſlander lie hath raiſed in the Kirk.. Iffignes 
of unfained repentance appeare in him , and if he requireto be 
admitted to publick repentance; the Miniſter may appoint unto 
him aday,when the whole Kirk convenes together, that in pre» 
ſence of all he may teRtifie his repentance , which before hee pro- 
feſſed. Which ifhe accept, and with reverence confeſſe his fine, 
doing the ſame, ad earneſtly defiring che Congregation to pray 
ro God with him for mercy, and to accept him in their ſocietie 
notwithſtanding the former offence-; Then the Kirk may and 
ought to receive him-asa- penitent. For the Kirk ought to be no 
more ſevere, then God declares himſelfe to be, who wicneſles thar 
in whatſoever houre a-finner unfainedly repents, and turnes from 
his-wicked. way; that he will not remember one of his iniquities. 
And 


F 


And therefore onght the Kirk diligently ro advert,thar ir excom- 


/ municate'not thoſe whom God abfolves. If the offender called 


before the Miniſteric be found frubborn, hard-hearred;,, or in 


- whom no igne of repentance appeares ,then muſt he be dimirred 


with an exhortation to conſider the dangerous eſtate in which hee 
ſtands , aſſuring him, thar if they finde in him no other tokens of 
amendment of life, that they will be compelled to ſeek a further 
remedie.”If he within a certaine ſpace ſhew his repentance to the 
Miniſterie, they may. preſenc him to the Kirk , as before is faid : 
If he contirmmenot in his repentance , then muſt the Kirk be ad- 
vertiſed, that ſuch crimes are commited amongſt them , which 
by the Miniſterie have been reprchended , and the perſons proyo- 
ked to repent ; whereof becauſe no fignes appeare unto them, 
they could nor bur fignifie unto the Kirk the crimes, but not the 
perſon ; requiring them — to call to God to move and 
couch the heart of the offender , ſo that faddenly and eatneſtly 
hee may repent. If the perſon maligne, the next day of pub- 
lick Afſemblie,the crime and the perſon muſt be both norified un- 
to the Kirk, and their judgements muſt be required, if char ſuch 
crimes ought to be ſuffred unpuniſhed among(t rhem;requeſt alſo 
ſhould be made to the moſt diſcreet and neareſt frien] of rhe of- 
fender cotravell with him to bring him to knowledge of himſelf, 
and of his dangerous eſtate, with a commandement given to all 
men to call to God for the converſion of the unpenicent. If a 
ſolemne and ſpecial! prayer were drawne for that purpoſe, the 
thing ſhould ber more gravely done: The third Sunday che Mini- 
fer oughe to require, if the unpenitent have declared any fignes 
of repentance to one of the Minifterie ; and if he have, then may 
the Minifter appoint him to be examined by che whole Minifterie, 
cither then inſtancly, or another oy afixedto the Conſiſtorie : 
avdifrepentance appeare , as well for his crime, as for his long 
contempt; then he may be. preſented to the Kirk ; and make his 
confeſsionto be accepred as before is ſaid: But if no man fignifie 
his repentance, then ought he to be excommthicared, and by the 
mouth of the Miniſter, and conſent of the Miniſterie , and com» 
mandement of the Kirk muſt ſuch a contemner bepronouneed 
excommunicate from God , and from all ſocietie of the Kirk. 
Afer which ſentence may no perſon ( his wife and familie onely 
ted) have any kind of converſation with him, be it in eatin 
pry » ea hay dn and fe!'ing ; yea,in falating or-ralking with 
. 1M, 
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him, except that ic be at commandemenr or licence of the Mini» 
ſerie for his converſion, that bee , by ſuch meanes confounded, 
ſeeing himſelfe abhorred of the. godly and faichfull, may have 
occalion to repent and ſo be ſaved, The ſentence of excommuni- 
carion mult bee | gory: univerſally throughout the Reaime, 
left that any man (honld pretend ignorance. His children begot« 
cenand borne after that ſentence, and before his repentance may 
not be admitted to Baptiſme. ill either they be of age to require 
the ſame, or elſe thar the mother, or ſome of his ſpeciall friends, 
members of the Kirk , offer and preſent the childe , abhore 
ring and damning the iniquity , and obſtinate comempr ofthe 
itent. 

fany man ſhould thinke it ſevere that the child ſhould be par 
niſhed for the iniquitie of the father : ler him underſtand rhac 
the Sacraments appertaine to the faichfull and their feed ; but 
ſuch as tubbornly contemne all godlyadmonition,and obſtinate» 
> +1 1 in their iniquitie, cannot bee accounted among the 


chfull, 

The order for publick, Offenders. 

Ee have ſpoken nothing of them thar commit horrible 

crimes 4 as murtherers, manſlayers, adulterers z for 

ſuch , as we have ſaid,the civill ſword ought to puniſh to dead : 
But ineaſe they be permitted to live , then mult the Kirk, as is 
before ſaid , draw the ſword which of God ſhee hath received, 
holding them asaccurſed even intheir very faRt-The offender be+ 
ing hr{tcalled,and order of rhe Kirk uled againſt him' in'the ſame 
manner,asthe perſons for their obſtinate impenitencyare publick« 
ly excommunicate.So that the obſ{tinate impenitent afterthe ſen- 
tence of excommunication,and the murtherer or adulterer ſtand 
in one caſe, as concerning the judgement of the Kirk. That is,net- 
ther of both may bereceived in the fellowſhip of theKirk ro pray- 
ers orSacraments(bur to heating the wott they may )ul firlt they 
offer themſelves to theMinifterie,hurnbly requiring the Miniſters 
and Elders to pray to God for them; andalfo tobe-interceſſorsro 
the Kirk that they may be admirtedropublick repentange,8 ro- 
the fruition of the benefits of Chrift Jeſes;diftribured ro che mems 
bers of his body... If this requeſtbe humbly made; then may' nor 
the Miniſters refuſe to fignitie the-farneunto che Kirk, the next. 
day of publick preaching; the Miniſter giving exhortation:to the 
Kirk,to pray to.God to performe the worke which he _—_—_—_— 
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- have begun, working in-the heart of the offender , unkained re- 
ance ofhis grievous crime & offence, and feeling of his great 
mercy by the operation of the holySpiric.Therafter one dayought 
pablickly to beaſligned unto him to give open profeſſion of his 
offence & contEpt,& ſo'to make publick ſatisfaHtion to rheKirk of 
- God: which day the offender mult appear inpreſence of the whole 
Kirk,with his owne mouth damning his one impiety, pub!ickly 
confefling the ſame:deſiring God othismercy & grace,8& his Con- 
oregation,that 1t would pleaſe them to receive him in their ſocie- 
ty,as before is aid. The Miniſt.muſt examin him diligently whe- 
ther he findes a hatred or diſpleaſure of his finne, as well of his 
contemprt,as of his crime : which if he confefſe, he mult travel! 
with him,to ſee what hope he hath of Godsmercies; and ifhe find 
him reaſonably inſtruked in the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſas,in the 
vertue of his death,chenmay the Miniſter comfort him with Gods 
infallible promiſes, and demand of the Kirk if they be conrent to 
receive that creature of God whom Satan before had drawne in 
his nets , in the ſocietie of their body, ſeeing that hee declared 
himſelfe penitent. Which if the Kirk grant, as they cannot jultly 
deny the ſame, then ought the Minitter in publick prayer come 
mend him to God, confeſle the finne of that offender before the 
whole Kirk.dafoing mercy and grace for Chriſt Jeſus ſake. Which 
prayer being ended, the Miniſter ought ro exhorr the Kirk to re- 
ceive that penicent brother in their favours, as they require God 
r9 receive themſelves when they offend. And in ligne of their 
corfſent, the Elders, and chiefe men of the Kirk.ſhall rake the pe- 
nirenc by the hand, and one or two in the name of the reſt ſhall 
kiſſe and imbrace him with reverence and gravity, as a member 
of Chriſt Jeſus. Which bein done,the Minifter ſhall exhort the 
received thathe take diligent heedip times comming that Sathan 
trap him not-in ſuch crimes. , admoniſhing him chat he will not 
ceaſe to tempt and try a ar meanes poſhible co bring him from 
that obedience which he bath given to God,and to the ordinance 
of Feſus Chriſt. The exhortation being ended,the Miniſter ought 
ro give publik thankes.unco God for the converſion of their bro- 
ther,and forall betefits which we receive of Chrift Jeſus, pray- 
ing: for the increaſe and continuance of the ſame. If the penirent 
er he hath offered -himſelfe unto the Miniftrie, or to the Kirk, 
be found _—_ of the principall points of -onr Religion , and 
chiefly in the Articles of Juſtification,and of the office of _ 
| efus, 
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Jeſus;then ought he to be exaQtlyinſiruced before he be received: 

r a mocking of God it is to receive them co repentance , who 
know not wherein ſtandeth their remedy , when they repent 


rheir finre- 

| Perſons ſubjeft to Diſcipline. 

O Diſcipline mutt all che eftates withinthis Realme be ſub- 
Tea , as well the Rulers, as they that are ruled: yeathe 
Preachers themſelves, as well as the.poore within the Kirk: And 
becauſe theeye and mouth of the Kirk ought to be molt ſingle, 
and irreprehenfible , the life and converſation of the Minitter 
t to be diligently tryed , whereof we ſhall ſpeake after that 
we have ſpoken of the Election of Elders and Deacons, yho mult 
aſſiſt the Miniſter in all publick affaires of the Kirk. 
The eight head touching . the elettion of 
| Elders and Deacons. 

EN of beſt Lnowledge 1n Gods word,and cleaneſt life,men 

fichfull and of moſt honeſt converſation that can be found 
inthe Kirk, muſt bee nominate to be in eletion, and their 
names muſt be publickly read to the whole Kirk by the Mi- 
niſter,giving chem advertiſement, that from amongſt them muſt 
be choſen Elders and Deacons. If any of theſe nominate be noted 
with publicke infamy,he ought to be repelled.Forir is-not ſeem- 
ly that the ſervant of corruption ſhall have authoritie to judge in 
St; Kirk of God. 

If any man know other of better qualities within the Kirk,then 
theſe that be nominategler them be put in eleRion,that the Kirk 
may have the choyce. 4 $4 $ngots | 

If the Kirk be of ſmaller number then that Seniors and Deacons 
can bechoſen from among them,then may they well be joyned 
to the next adjacentKirks. Forthe luralicy of Kirks withoue:Mi- 
niſters and order,ſhall tather hs we edhie. |, þ--; 
 TheeleQiion of Elders and Deacons gught-tobeuſed every year 
once, which wee judge to be moſtconyenient-ar the firſt day of 
Augult,leſt of long continuance of ſuch officers;men preſume u 
on theliberty of the Kirk. It hurteth not that one be received in 
office moe years then one,ſo that he be appointed yearlyby com- 
mon and free eletion;;:provided alwayes that the Deacons and 
Theſaurers be not, compelled, ro receive the office againe for che 
ſpace of three yeares. 

How the votes and ſuffrages may be beſt received,fo that every 
K 2 man 
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man may give his vore freely, every ſeverall Kirk may rake ach . 


4 EPR a 
F 
, « 


order as belt ſeemes them. | 
The Elders being eleRed, muſt be admoniſhed of their office 
whichis ro aſſiſt the Minitters in all publike affaires of the Kirk,to 
wit, in determining and judging cauſes, in giving admonition to 
the licentious liver, in having reſpe& rothe manners and conver 
fation ofall men within their charge. For by the gravity of the Se- 
niors,the light & unbridled life of the licentious, muſt be corre- 
Red,&bridled. Yea theSeniors ought rorake heed tothe like man- 
ners, diligence and ſtudy of their Minilters, If he be worthy of 
admonition, they mult admoniſh him-; of correction, they muſt 
correct him : an if he be worthy of depoſition, rhey, with con» 
ſent of the Kirk, and Super-intendent,may depoſe him,fo that his 
crime deſerve ſo. If a Miniſter be light of converſation, by his El- 
ders and Deacons he ought to be admoniſhed. If he be negligenc 
in fudy;or one that vaikes nor upon his charge, or flock, ot one 
that propones not faithfull do&tine, he deſerves ſhatper admoni« 
tion & correQion.To the which ifhee be found flubborn and in- 
obedient,then may the Seniors of the Kirk complaine to the Mi- 
niſtryof the rwo next-adjacentKirks,where men of greater gravi- 
tieafe-To0 whoſe admonition if he be found inobectent, he ought 
ro be diſtharged oF his Miniſtrie, till his repentance appeare,and a 
place be vakand for him. If any Minifter be deprehended in any 
notable crime,as whordom,adultery,manſlau ghrer,perjury,reach- 
ing of herefie,or any other deſerving death,or that may be a note 
of perperuall infamieghe-oughr'to be depoſed for ever, By hereſie 
we mean pernicious dotine plainly taughr,and openly defended, 
againſt the foundations and principles of onr faith: and ſuch a 
crime we ſhdge ro deſerve perpetuall depoſition fromtheMiniſtry. 
For:mo(t dangerons we know it to'be ro commit the flocke to a 
man infe&ted with the peſtilence of herehe. Some crimes deſerve 
depofirion for acime;8& while theperſon give declaration of grea- 
rer Pravitieand honeſtie,Arid if « Mitiſer be deprehended drink- 
ing,brawling; or fgariag, an open flanderer, or infamer of his 
nei hbours, fattious, anda ſower of diſcord,he mutt be comman- 
ded to ceaſe from his Miniftrie,till he dechare ſome fign of repen- 
rance,upon.the which the Kirk ſhall abide hmm the ſpace of 20. 
dayes,or further,astheKirk ſhal think expedienr,before they pro- 
ceed to a new ele&ion.Every inferiour Kirk ſhall by one of their 
Seniors,and one of 4heir Deacons;once in the yeare,notihe __ 
| . c 
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che Miniſters of the Super-intendenrs Kirk,the life, manners, ſtudy 
& diligence of their Miniſters, to the end the diſcretion of ſome 
may corre the levity of others. Not only mult the life & maners 
of Miniflers come undercenſure & judgement of theKirk,but al- 
ſo of their wives,children and familie, judgement mult be raken, 
chat he neither live riotouſly, neither yer araritiouſly; yea reſpe&t 
muſt be had how they ſpend the ſtipend appointed to their living. 
Ifa reaſonable ipend be appointed, and they liveavaritiouſly, 
they muſt be admoniſhed to live as they receive : for as exceſle & 
ſuperfluitie is nor,tolerable in a Miniſter,ſo is avarice,8 the care- 
full ſollicicude of money,utterly to be daraned in Chrifts ſervants, 
& eſpecially in them that are fedupon the charge of the Kirk. We 
judge it unſcemly and untolerable,that Miniſters ſhall be buiirded 
in common Ale-houſes, or in Tavernes,neither yet muſt a Mini- 
ſer be permitted ro frequent & commonly haunt the Court,un- 
leſſe ir be for a time when he is either ſent by the Kirk,either yer 
called for by the authorirte,for his counſell & judgement in civill 
affaires,neither yet muſt he be one of the Councell, be he judged 
never ſo apt for the purpoſe. Burt either muſt he ceaſe from the 
miniſtery(which at his own pleaſure he may nor doe)or elſe from 
bearing charge in civill affaires , unlefle it be to affiſt the Parlia- 
ment, if they be called. 

The office of Deacons,as before is faid,is to receive the rents,& 
gather the almes of the Kirk,to keepand diſtribute the ſame as by 
the Minſters and Kirk ſhall be appointed ; they may alſo afliſt in 
judgement with the Miniſter and Elders., and may be admitted 
to read in aſſembly, if they be required, and be able thereto. 

The Eldersand Deacons with their wives and houſhold,ſhould 
be under the ſame cenſure that is preſcribed for the Miniſters.For 
they muſt be careful! over their office, and ſeeing they are judges 
over others manners, their own converſation ought to beirrepre- 
henſble. They muſt be ſober, lovers and maintainers of con- 
cord and peace:and finally, they ought ro be examples of godlines 
roothers. Andif che contrary thereof appeare, they mult be ad-' 
moniſhed thereof by the Miniſters, or ſome of their brethren of 
the Miniſterie,1fthe fatlt'be ſecret and if the fault be open and 
known,they muſt be rebuked before the Minifterie,and the ſame 
order kept againſt the Senior and Deacon, that before is deſcri- 
bed againſt the Miniſter. We chink it not neceſſary, that any pub- 
lick tipend ſhall be appointed.either tothe Elders, or yer to the 
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De:cors,becauſe their cravell continues bur for a yeare, and alſo 
becauſe that they are not ſo occupied with the aftarres of theKirk, 
but that reaſonably they may attend upon their domelticall bu- 
fineſſe. 

The ninth head concerning the policie of the Kirk, 

| Þ vom weecall an exerciſe ot the Kirk 1h ſuch things as may 
bring the rude andignorant to knowledge,or elſe inflame the 
learned: to greater fervencie, or to reteine the Kirk in good or- 
der : And thereof there bee two ſorts , the one utterly neceſſa- 
ry,as that the word be truly-preached,the ſacraments rightly mi- 
niftred, common prayers publickly made,thatthe children & rude 
tos be infirutedin the chief points of rel1gion,8& that offences 
be corrected & puniſhed: Theſe things be ſo neceſſary,that with- 
out the ſame there is no face of a vihble Kirk. The other is profi- 
table, but not meerly necefſary.That Pſalms ſhould be ſung,thar 
certain places of the Scripture be read when there is no ſermon, 
that this day or-that , few or many in the week, the Kirk ſhould 
aſſemble : Of theſe and ſuch others,we cannor ſee how a certaine 
order can be eſtabliſhed;For-in ſome kirkes the Pſalms may con- 
. veniently be ſung,in others perchance they cannot. Some kirkes 
convene every day,ſome twice,ſomerhrice in the week, ſome per- 
chance bur once. In this and fuch like mult every partticnlar kirk 
by their conſent appoint their owne policte. In great Townes we 
thinke expedient that every:day there beeither Sermon,or com- 
mon-prayers,with ſome exercile of reading of Scriptures, What 
day the publick Sermon is, we can neither require nor greatly ap- 
prove that the common prayers be publickly uſed , lelt that wee 
ſhalleicher folter the people in ſuperſtition, who come to- the 
prayers,as they cometo the Maſſe ; or elſe give them occalion, 
that they think them no prayers, but which be made before and 

after Sermons. | 
In every notab/e rown,we require that one day beſide the Sun- 
day be appointed to the Sermon and prayers, which, during the 
time of Sermon,mult be kept free from all exerciſe of labour, as 
well of the Malter as of the Servant. In ſmaller tones, -as wee 
have ſaid , the common conſent of the kirk mu{t put order , but 
che Sunday mult Rraitly be kept both before & atrernocne in all 
corwnes.Before noone mult the word be preached.and Sacraments 
minſtred, as alſo. marriage ſolemnized, if occaſion offer : after 
noone mult the yong children be publickly examined in doern 
techiſme 
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techiſme in the audience ofthe people, whereof the Minifter muſt 
rake great diligence , as well to cauſe the people underſtand the 
caeſtions proponed as anhwers , 2nd that dofrine that may be 
colleRed thereof. 

Theorder,& how much is appointed for every Sunday is already 
diftinguiſhed in the book of our common order,which Catechiſm 
1s the moſt perfect that ever yet was uſed in the kirk ; and after 
noone may Bap:1ſme be miniltred , when occaſion is offered of 
great travell before noone. It isalſo to be obſerved, that prayers 
be after noone upon Sunday,where there is neither preaching nor 
catechiſme, It appertaines to the policie of the kirk to appoint 
the times when the Sacraments ſhall be miniſtred.Baptiſme may: 
be miniſtre4 whenſoever the word is preached : But we think 1c 
more expedient that it be miniſtred upon Sunday, or upon the 
day of prayers only after theSermon;Partly to remove this grofle 
pox An wo the which many are deceived,thinking that children be 
damned if they die without Baptiſm;and partly ro make the peo- 
ple have greater reverence to the adminiſtration of the Sacra + 
ments then they have:for we ſee the people begin already to wax 
weary by reaſon of the frequent repetition of thoſe promiſes, 

Foure times inthe yeare we think ſufficient ro the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Lords Table,which we defire to be diſtinRed,that the 
ſuperſtition of times may be avoided fo farre as may be. For 
your Honours are not ignorant how ſuperſtitiouſly the people 
runne to that aRion at Paſche, even as if the time gave yertue to 
the Sacrament;and how the reſt of the whole year,they are care- 
leſſe and negligent, as if it appertained not unto them, bur at 
that time onely. We think therefore moſt expedient;that the tir 
Sunday of March be appoinred for one time, the firſt Sunday of 
June for another,the firſt Sunday of September for the third,the 
firſt Sunday of December for the fourth. We doe nor deny bur 
any ſeverall kirk for reaſonable cauſes may change the time, and 
may miniſter oftner,but we ſtudy to repreſſe ſwperftition. All Mi- 
niſters maſt be admoniſhed to be more carefull ro inftruR the ig- 
norant, then ready to ſerve their appetite, andto ule more ſharp 
examination,then indulgence,in admitting to their great Myfite- 
ries ſuch as be ignorant of thenie and vertne of the ſame. And 
therfore we think that the adminiſtration of the Tab'e ought ne- 
verto be without examination paſſing before, & ſpecially of them 

whoſe knowledge is ſulpe&t.W e think that none are to be admit- 
| red 
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ted to this Myſerie, whocan not formally fay the Lordsprayer, 
the Articles of the Beliefe , and declare the ſumme of the Law. 
Further,we think it a —_ molt expedient & neceſlary,that eye» 
ry Kirk have the Bible in Engliſh , and that the peopie be com- 
manded to convene and heare the plaine reading and interpretati- 
on of the Scriprure,as the Kirk ſhall appoint.By frequent reading, 
this grofſe ignorance,which in this curied Papiltry hath overflow- 
edall,may partly be removed. We thinke it molt expedient that 
the Scripture be read in order :that is, that ſome one book of the 
old or new Teſtament be begun and orderly read to the end:And 
the ſame we judge of preaching where the Minifter for the moſt 
part remaines in one place.Forthis skipping and divagation from 
place to place of Scripture, be it in _ or be 1t 1n preaching 
we judge not ſo profitable to edifie the Kirk, asthe continuall fol- 
lowing of one text, Every Maſter of houſhold muſt be comman- 
ded either to inſtruct, or cauſe to be inſtructed, his children, ſer- 
vants, and familie , in the principalls of the Chriſtian Religion, 
without the knowledge whereof , ought none to be admicted 
to the Table of the Lord Jeſus. For {ach as be ſo dull, and fo ig- 
norant,that they can neither try themſelyes , nor yet kno the 
dignitie and myRerie of that aQton, cannot eat and drink of thar 
Table worthily. And therefore of neceſſity we judge, that eyery 
yeare at the leaſt, publick examination be had by the Miniſters 8 
Elders of the knowledge of every perſon, within the Kirk;to wit, 
that every Maſterand Miltrefle of houſhold come themſelves,and 
their family,ſo many as become to maturity, before the Miniſter 
and the Elders,& give confeſſion of their faich.If they underſtand 
not,nor cannot rehearſe the commandements of Gods law,know 
not hoyy to pray, neicher wherein their righteouſneſſe ſands, or 
conſiſts,they ought not to be admitted to the Lords Table. And 
if they Rtubbornly contemne, & ſuffer their children and ſeryancs 
ro continue in wilfull ignorance, the diſcipline of the Kirk muſt 
proceed again(t them to excommunication:and then mult that 
matter be referred tothe Civil Magiſtrate. For ſeeing that the 
ju't jtves by his own faich,and Chrift Jeſus juſtifies by: knowledge 
of himſelte, inſiffterable wejudge 1t-that men be permittedto 
live and continue in ignorance, as members of the Kirk. 
Moreover,men, women, Children, would be exh orted to exer- 
cue them{e'ves.in Plalmes, that. when the Kirke doth convene 
and ling, they may be. the more; able together , with.common 
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hearts and voyces to praiſe God: In private houſes we think expe- 
dient,thar chemoſt grave and diſcreet perſon uſe the common 
prayers at morne and at nighe,for the comfort and mftruttion of 
others. For ſeeing thar we behold and ſee the hand of God now 
preſently Rriking ns with divers plagues, we thinke it a contempt 
of his judgements , or provocation of his angermore to be kind- 
led again(t ns, if we be not moved to repentance of our former 
unthankfulnefſe,and to earneſt invocation of his name, whoſe on- 
ly power may , and great mercy will, if we unfainedly convert 
unto him,remove from us their terrible plagues , which now for 
our iniquities hang over our heads. Convert us 0 Lord, and we ſhall 
be converted, X 


For Prophecying , or Interpreting of the 
Scriptures. 


| Þ—- the end that the Kirk of God may have a tryall of mens 
knowledge , judgements , graces and utterances , as alſo 
ſuch that have ſomewhat profited in Gods word , may from 
time to time grow in more full perfeRtion to ſerve the Kirk,as 
neceflicy ſhall requireit is more expedient chat in every rowne, 
whate Echovies and repaire of learned men are , there be in one 
certaine day every week appointed to that exerciſeywhich $.Paxul 
cals prophecying; The order whereof is expreſſed by him in their 
words, Let rwo or three Prophets ſpeake , and let the reſt ya 4 
any thing be revealed to hins that fits by Jet the former keep (6 : yee 
may one by one all fie that all may learne, and all may receive con- 
ſolation. Ani the ſpirit, that is, the judgements of the Prophets, are (ub- 
Jett tothe Prophets. By which words of the Apoſtle 1t is evident, 
that inthe Kirk of Corincth,when they did aſſemble for that pur- 
poſe, ſome place of Scripture was read , upon the which one firſt 
gave his judgement to the inſtruction & conſolation of the audi- 
rors:after whom did another,either confirm what the former had 
faid, or added what he had omitred,or did gently corre&, or ex- 
plaine more properly,where the whole veritie was not revealed to 
the former. And in caſe things were hid from the one, and from 
the other,liberty was given for a thitd to fpeake his judgement to 
the edification of the Kirk. Above which mamber of chree (as 
appeares) they paſſed not, for 'avoiding of confuſion, This exer- 
is 2 ching molt neceſſary for the Kirk of God this day in 
Scotland. 'For thereby, as {aid is, ſhall rhe Kirk have judgernenc, 
and kriowledge of the graces, gikts and ucrerances of every man 
4 | 


withintheir body» The ſimple, and fuch as have ſomwhat profi- 
ted,ſhal be enc ed daily to ſtudy. &ro proceed in knowledge, 
the Kirk ſhall be edified, For this exerciſe muſt be patent to fuch 
as liſt to heare and learne,8& every man ſhall have liberty to utter 
and declare his minde and knowledge to the comfort and conſo- 
lation of the Kirk. Burt leſt of this profitable exerciſe there ariſe 
debate and ſtrife , curious, peregrine, and unprofitable queſtions 
areto be avoided. All interpretation diſagreeing from the prin- 
ciples of our faith, repugning tocharity, or that ſtands in plai 

contradition with any other manifeſt place of Scripture, is to 
berejeced.The Interpreter in thisexerciſe may not take to him- 
elf the liberty of a publick Preacher”yea,although he be a Mini- 
ſer appointed ). but he mult bind himſelfe ro, his rext , that hee 
enter not in digreffion, or in explaining common places:he may 
uſe no invecive in that exerciſe, unlef{e ic be of ſobriety. in con- 
facing hereſies : 1m exhortations or adinonitions he muſt be ſhort, 
that the time may be ſpent in opening the minde of the Holy 
Ghoſt in thar place: following the ſequele and dependence of the 
text, and obſerving ſuch notes as may inſtru&t and edifie 
the auditor for ayoiding of contention : neither may the Inter- 
preternor any in the Aſſemblie move any queſtion in open au- 
dience, whereto himſelfe is not able to give reſolution, without 
. reaſoning with another, but every man ought to ſpeake his own 

judgement to the edification of the Kirk, 

Itany be noted with .curioſity of bringing in ef range do- 
Qrine, le muſt be admoniſhed by the Moderator, Miniſters and 
Elders, immediatly after the interpretation is ended. 

The whole Miniſters, a number of _them that are of the Aſ- 
ſembly , onght ro convene T7 where examination ſhould 
be had, how the perſons that did interprete did handle and con- 
vey the matter ( they themſelves being removed; to every man 
mult be given bis cenſure. After the which , the perſon being 
called, the faults (if any notable be found)are SF and the per- 
ſon gently admoniſhed.. | : | 

In that Aſſembly are all queſtions and doubrs, if any ariſe, re- 
folved without contention ; the Miniſters of the Parith Kirks in 
Landwart adjacent to eyery chiefe Town,and the Readers,if they 
.havean gift of interpretation, within. fix miles , maſt concurre © 
andafliſt theſe that prophecie within the townes, to the:end thac 
they chemſelyes may either learne,or others may learne he jar 
, n 


And moreover men in whom is ſappoſed to be any gift which 
might edifie the Church, if they were well imployed, muſt be 
charged by the Miniſter and Elders,to joyne themſelves with the 
ſeflion,and company of Interpreters,tothe end that the Kirk may 
judge whether they be able ro ſerve to Gods glory. &to the pro- 
fit of the Kirk in the vocation of Miniſters or not : And if any 
be found diſobedient , Ind not willing to communicate the gifts 
and ſpeciall graces of God with their brethren, after ſufficient ad- 
monition ,, Diſcipline muſt proceed againſt them, provided that 
the civill Magiſtrate concurre with the judgementand eleftion of 
the Kirk. For no man may be permitted as beſt pleateth him , to 
live within the Kirk of God, but every man mult be conſtrained 
by fraternall admonition and corre&ion , to beſtow his labours, 
when of theKirk he is required,to the edification of others. What 
day in the week is moſt convenient for that exerciſe, what books 
of Scripture ſhall be moſt profitableto read,we refer to the judges» 
ment of eve ' gg Kirk,we meane,to the wiſedome of the 
Miniſters and Elders. 
. Of Marriage. 

Ecauſe that Marriage , the bleſſed ordinance of Cod, in this 

curſed Papiſtrie,hath partly been contemned, and partly hath 
beene {o infirmed , that the parties conjoyned could never be 
aſſured in conſcience, if the Biſhops and Prelares liſt co diffolve 
' the ſame,wehave thought good to ſhew our judgements how ſuch 
confuſion in times comming may be ayoided, 

And firſt publick inhibition mult be made,thar no perſon under 
the power or obedicnce of others , ſuch as ſonnes and daughters, 
& thoſe that be under curators,neicher men nor womer,contrat 
marriage privately, and without knowledge of their parents, tu- 
tors or curators,under whoſe power they are for the time:Which 
if they doe , the cenſure and diſcipline of the Kirk to proceed a- 
. gainſt chem. If che ſon or daughter, or other, have their heart 

touched with the defire of marriage,they are bound to give honor 
co their parents,that they open untotherts their affeRion, asking 
their counſell and aſſiſtance, how aaron. which they judge 
to be of God,may be performed. Ifche father, friend or maſter, 
gaineſtand their requeſt , and have no!6ther cauſe then the com- 
mon ſort of men have ; to wit, lack ofgoods, and becauſe they 
are not {o high borne , as they requite; yerrnuft not the parties 
whoſe hearts are touched, make Met, mk ill further declara- 
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tion be made unto the Kirk of God,and therefore after that they 
have opened their mindes to their parents, or ſuch others as have 
charge over them,they mult declare ic to the Miniſter alſo, or to 
the-civill Magiftrate;requirivg them to trave!l with rheir parents 
for their conſent, which to doe they are bound. And if they, to 
wit, the Miniſter or Magiſtrate find no cauſe, that is juſt, why 
the marriage required may not be fulfilled, then after ſufficient 
admonition ro the father, friend, maſter, or ſuperiour, that none 
of them refit the work of God, the Miniſter or Magiſtrate may 
enter in the place of parents , and be conſenting to their juſt re- 
queſts,may admit rhem to marriage; For the work of God ought 
not to be hindred,by the corrupt affections of worldly men. The 
work of God wecall,when two hearts,withourt filthinefle before 
commirted,are fo joyned,& boch require and are content to live 
together in that holy band of Matrimony. Ifany commir forni- 
cation with that woman hee requires in Marriage, they doe both 
loſe this foreſaid benefit as well of theKirk,as of theMagiſtrate; 
For neither of both ought to be interceſfors.or advocats {M filthy 
fornicators. But the father or neereſt friend, whoſe daughter be- 
ing a virgine is defloured,hath power by the law of Godto com» 
pell the man) that did- that injurie to marry his daughter : and if 
the father wil-nor accept him byreaſon of his offence,then mayhe 
requirethe dowry of his daughter,which if the offender be nor a« 
ble to pay, thenought thecivill Magiſtrate ro puniſh his body by 
ſome other puniſhment. And becauſe whoredome, fornication, 
adalcerie,are ſinnes moſt common in this Realme>we require of 
your Honours inthe name of the eternall God,thar ſevere puniſh- 
ment,according as God: hath commanded, be executed againſt 
ſach wicked contemners. For we donbr.nor, bur fuch enormities 
and crimes openly commitred, provoke the wrath of God,as the 
Apoltle ſpeaketh , not onely upon the offenders, but upon fach 
places, where without puniſhment they are commirred.Bur ro re- 
rurn to ous former purpoſe, Marriage ought not to be contrae 
amogf hat have no-eletron for lack of anderfianding. 
And-therefore we aftirme that bairns and infants carmor lawfall, 


be married in their minor age; to wit, the man within 1.4.yeares, 


and the woman r2.yearsat leaft. Which if ir have been,and they 


heve kept themſelvesalwayes ſeparate, we cannot judge them ro 
adhere,29men & wives, by reafon of that promiſe ar inGods 


preſence was no promiie at all:bar if ip yeares of judgement ny 
ye 
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haye embraced the one the other,then by reaſon of that laſt con- 
fent,they have ratified that which others have permitted.for them 
intheir youth-head. | 

In a reformed Kirk Marriage ought not to be ſecretly uſed, bur 
in open face,andpublick audience of the Kirk,and for avoiding of 
dangers,expedient it is,that the band be publickly proclaimed 3. 
. Sundayes, unleſſe the perſons be ſo knowne, that no ſuſpition of 

danger may ariſe : and then may the time be ſhorrned at the diſ- 
cretion of the miniſtrie. But no wayes can we admit marriage to 
be uſed ſecrerly,how honourable ſoever the perſons be. The Sun- 
day before noon we think moſt expedient for marriage, & it beu« 
ſed no dayelſe, without the conſent of the whole miniſtery. Marri- 
age once latully contracted, may not be diſſolved at mans plea- 
ſure, as our maſter Chriſt Jeſus doth wirnes , unlefſe adulterie be 
comitred; which being ſufficiently proved in preſence of the civill 
Magiftrate,the innocent(ifthey ſo require)ought to be pronoun- 
ced free,and the offender ought to ſuffer death, as God hath com- 
manded.]fthe civill ſword fooliſhly ſpare the life of the offender, 
yet may notthe Kirke be negligent in their office, which isroex- - 
communicate the wicked,andro repute them as dead members, & 
to pronounce the innocent party to be at freedome, be they never 
ſo Ladle before the world. If the life be ſpared, as it ought 
not to be tothe offenders, & if fruits of repentance of long time 
appeare in them,and ifrhey earneſtly defire to be reconciled with * 
the Kirk, we judge they may be received to the participation of 
the Sacraments,and other benefits ofthe Kirk. For we would not 
that the Kirk ſhould hold them excommunicate, whom God ab- 
ſolved,thar is the penirent. If any demand whether that the offen- 
der after reconcilation with the Kirk,may not marry againe, We 
anſwer,that if they cannot live continently,and ifthe neceſſity be 
ſach, as that they feare further offence of God, we cannot forbid 

chem to uſe the remedy ordained of God. If the party offended, 
may be reconciled to the offender , then wee jadge that on no 
wayes it ſhall be lawfull to the offender to marry any o- 
ther , except the party that before hath been offended ; and 
che ſolemnization of the latter marriage muft be in the 'open 
face of the Kirk, like as the former , but without proclamation * 
of bands, | 

This we do offer as the beſt connſell.that God giveth nnto us in 


ſo doubt ſome a caſe, but the moſt perfect reformation were, if 
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your Honours would give to God his honour and glory, that yes 


would preferre his expreſſe commandement to your own corrupt 
judgments,eſpecially in puniſhing of theſe crimes,which he com+ 
mandeth to be puniſhed with death. For fo ſhould yee declare 
your ſelvesGods true obedient officiars,and your common-wealth 
ſhould be rid of innumerable troubles. | 
We meane not that ſfinnes committed in our former blindneſſc 
(which be almoſt buried in oblivion) ſhall be called again to ex- 
amination and judgement. But we require that the Jaw may be 
now, and hereafter ſo eſtabliſhed and execute, that thisungodly 
impunity of finne have noplace within this Realme. Forin the 
' feareof God welignifieunto your Honours, that whoſoever per- 
ſwades you that ye may pardon where God commandeth death, 
deceives your ſoules,and provokes you to offend Gods Majeſtic, 
' Of Burial. 
Uriall in all ages hath beene holden ineftimation to fignifie 
thatthe ſame body which was committed to the earth ſhould 
not utterly periſh, bur ſhould riſe againe, and the ſame we would 
have kept within this Realme. Provided that ſuperſtition , ido- 
latry , and whatſoever hath proceeded of a falſe opinion , and 
for advantage ſake, may be avoided, and finging of Maſle, placebo 
and dirige , and all otherprayers over, or for the dead, whichare 
not onely ſuperſtitious and vaine, but allo are idolatry » and doe 
repugne to the plaine Scriptures of God. For plaine it 1s, that eve- 
r7 one that dyeth, departeth either in the faich of Chriſt Jeſas, or 
eparteth in incredulity. Plaine it is, that they that depare in the 
crue faith of Chriſt Jeſus reſt from their labours, and from death 
doe goeto life everlaſting , as by our Maſter and his Apoſtles we 
are taught. But whoſoever departeth in unbeliefe, orin incredu- 
lity , (hall never ſee life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. 
And fo we ſay , that prayers. for the dead are nor onely ſuperſti= 
tious and vaine, but doe expreſly repugne tothe manifeſt Scrip- 
cures and veritie thereof, For ayoiding of all inconveniences we 
judge 1 beſt,thar neither ſinging, nor reading be at buriall. For 
albeic things ſung and read may admoniſh ſome of the living to 
prepare themſelyes for death , yet ſhall ſome ſuperſtitions think 
that ſinging andreading of the living may profit the dead. And 
therfore we think it moſt expedient,that the dead be conveyed to 
the place of buriall with ſome honeſt company of the Kirk,with- 
out cither ſinging or reading ; yea, without all kind of ceremony 


heretofore 
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heretofore nſed, other then that the dead be committed to the 
rave,wirtti ſuch gravity and ſobriety,as thoſe that be preſent may 
cemeto feare the judgements of God, and to hate finne which 1s 
the cauſe of dearh. 
We are not ignorant,that ſome requirea Sermon at the buriall, 
or elſe ſome place of Scripture to beread, to put the living in 
minde that they are mortall,and that likewiſe they muſt dic Bur 
let theſe men underſtand,that the Sermons which bedaily made 
ſerve for that uſe ; which if men deſpiſe , the funerall Sermons 
ſhall rather nouriſh ſaperſticion and a falſe opinion, as before is 
faid,then that they ſhall bring ſuch perſons to a godly conſidera- 
tion of their own eſtate.. Attoureither ſhall che Miniſters for the 
moſt part be occupied in funerall Sermons,or elſe they ſhall have 
reſpect of perſons, preaching at the burials ofthe rich and hono- 
rable,but keeping filence when the poore and deſpiſed departerh; 
and this with fafe conſcience cannot the Miniſter doe.For ſeeing 
that before God there is no reſpec of perfons,and that their Mi- 
 hiftrie appertainerh to all alike , whatſoever they doe to the rich 
In reſpect of their Miniſtrie, the fame they are bound to doeto 
the pooreſt under their charge. In reſpe& of divers inconvenis 
ences we think it neither ſeemly that the Kirk appointed toprea- 
ching and miniſtration of the Sacraments ſhall be made a place 
of buriall, but that ſome other ſecret andconvenient place, lying 
in the moſt free airegbe ——_—_ forthat uſe,which place ought 
to be walled and fenced about,and kept for that uſe onely. 
For repairation of the Kirks. 
Eſt that the word of God, and miniſtration of the Sacra- 
ents by unſeemlineſſe of the place come in contempt , of 
neceſſity ic 1s that the Kirk and place where the people ought 
publickly to convene be with expedition repaired with doores, 
windowes, thack, and with ſuch preparation 'within, as appertai- 
neth as well to the Majeſtie of God,as unto the eaſe and commo= 
dity of the people. And becauſe we know the ſlothfulnefle ofmen 
in this behalfe, and in all other, which may not redound to their 
private commoditie , [trait charge and commandement muſt be 
given,that within ane certaine day the reparation mult be begun, 
and within another day to be affixed by your Honours, that it 
may be finiſhed.Penalties and fas mony mult be injoyned, 
and without pardon taken from the contemners. 


The reparation would be according to the ability and rl 
r 
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ber of Kirks. Every. Kirk muſt haye doores , cloſe windowes of 
olaſle,thackable to with-hold rain, a bell ro convocate the people 
© "ws * .. »* '» 
rogether, a pulpit,:a baſen for baprizing , and rtable for miniſtra+ 
tion of the Lords Supper. In greater Kirks, and where the Con- 
eregation is great in number , mult reparation be made ywichin 
the Kirk, for the quiet and commodious receiving of the people: 
The-expenſes are to be lifted partly of che ——— partly of 
ry. 


the teinds, at the conſideration of the Mini! 


For puniſhment of thoſe that profane the Sacraments and con- 
Oy the i &+ p God P jp dare preſume to miniſter 
them not being thereto lawfully called, 


S Satan hath neyer ceaſed from the beoinning,todraw.man« 

kindin one of two extremities, to wit, that men ſhould ei- 
their be ſo raviſhed with gazing upon the vilible creatures, that 
forgetting the cauſe wherefore they are ordained, they atrribu- 
ted unto them a vertue and power, which God hath nor granted 
unco them : or elſe that men ſhould ſo contemn and deſpiſe Gods 
bleſſed Ordinance, and-holy inſtitutions, as if that neither in the 
right uſe of them there were any profic, neither yer in their pro= 
fanations there were any danger. As this way, we ſay Satan hath 


| blinded the moſt part of mankinde from the be inning : ſo doubt 


we not, but that he will trive to continue in his malice even to 
the end. Our eyes have ſeen, and preſently doe ſee the experience 
ofthe one, and of the other. What was the opinion of the moſt 
part of men,of the Sacrament of Chriſts body and bloud, during 
the darknefſe of ſuperſtition, is not unknowne.How it was gaze 
upon,kneeled unto, born in proceflion, and finally worſhipped & 
honoured as Chriſt Jeſus himſelfe. And fo longas Satan might 
then retaine men in that damnable idolarrie,he was quiet, as one 
that poſleſied his kingdome of darknes peaceably. Bur fince that 
it hath pleaſed the merciesof Godto revealeunto the unthankfull 
world the light of his Word , the right uſe and adminiftration of 
his Sacraments,he aſſayes man upon the contrary part.For where 
not long agoe.men food in fuch admiration of that idol the 
Maſie, that none durſt have preſumed to have ſaid the Maſſe, but 
the ſhaven ſort , the beaſts marked men ; ſome dare now be {0 
bold as without all vocation to miniſter, as they ſuppoſe, che true 
Sacraments in open Afembties : atid ſome idiots (yet more wic- 
:kedly and impudently )dare counterfeit in their houſe, that which 
> the 


9 


mo 


rhe true Miniſters doe is che 
we ſay, codoe ic in houſes, w th 
ched, and wichouc Miniſter. This contempr portals, no 'doubr, 
from che malice and craft of that Serpent , who firſt deceived man, 
of [= =p eo the glory of Chriſts Evangell, and to bring 
his blefſed Sacraments ih a rom conremprt : And further, your 
Honors may cleerly ſee, how (tubbornly and proudly the moſt parc 
defpiſes the Ev of Chriſt Jeſus 0 unto you, whom unlefſe 
that ſharply and ſtourly ye reſiſt , we mean as well the reanifeſt de- 
ſpiſer, as the prophaner ofthe Sacraments, ye ſhall inde them per- 
nicious enemies ere it belong. And therefore in. the Name of the 
Eternall God, and of his Son Chriſt Teſs, we require of your Ho- 
nors, that withour delay, ſtrait Lawes be made again the one, and 
the other. | 

Wedare not preſcribe untoyou , what penalties ſhall be requi- 
red of ſnch: Butchiswe Gaming to eng that the one andthe 
otherdeſerve death. For ifhe who doth falfific the ſeale, ſubſcrip- 
tion, or coine of a King; lvfadged worthy of death , what ſhall we 
thinke of him who plainly doth falfifie the Seales of Chriſt Jeſus, 
Prince ef the Kings of the earth? If Parime pronounced that a balk 
ſhould be taken from _ houſe of i rm pe he himſelf 
hanged upon iv, rhat durſt attempe to hi re-edifying of 
the mnavertall Temple ; what ſhall we* ay of thoſe, oro. 
tempruouſly blaſpheme 'God , and manifeſtly hinder the Temple 
of God, whichis the ſoules and bodies of the ele& to be pi by 
the true Preaching of Chriſt Jeſus , from the ſuperſtition and dam- 
nable Idolarry', inwhith they have been long plunged, and hol 
den captive? If ye, as God forbid, declare your (clves carelefſe 
over thetrue Religion, God will nor ſuffer your negligence unpu- 
nith-d : and therefore mare carneftly we require that ſtrair Lawes 


may be made againſt the ſtubborne contemners of Chriſt Teſas, 


and againſt ſuch as dare prefume co winiſter his Sacraments , not 
orderly called ro rhac Office, leaſt while that there be none found 
_—_ Impictie, che wrath of God be kindled againſt the 
whole, 

The Papifticall Priefts have neither power, nor authoritie to 
miniſter the Sacraments of Chrift - Jeſus, becauſe thir in their 
_— __ _ o__ RE and therefore ro them 
mu ic Inhibition , notwirhſtanding any WR 
they have had inche time of blindnefſe, Icis neirher the pping 
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people , the of tha Jeazned 
( az behoxe laid). wake, _— Leweall Miners Frke 
acraments, We ſpeak okah ordinary vaourion 4 andnat: of; that: 
CR  nGniny hiwſlks, pc by his analy- 
par, roi up 9c Winery och 21 be plaid bs with 


TE UL $; baye-meinheſe few heads. offerad: unto yaur bÞo- 


accordi 
Tn ens 
Papiftcie. We-doubt: 


San-Qheiſt-Zaks,,. fon. the.gupſt, which: wa 
is Eraveamaer » Youn bloners ſhall-aafily aonfiden, . 
on moreaſſurey itis.mo us to.fall in the di rejofall mean. in- 
the carih, thenco offgod-the Majeftic of; God ,. whale: juſtice -can» 
not lufker flaceaers, and -deceitfall, counſellors unguni 6, That 
veeraquize the Kink to beſerarſuchdiberty; that (he neither. ba come. 
pelled. io feed Idler-bellies, 'ngitharyer. co) ſuſtains: the-tyrannie 
which, herecofpre. hath. been, by; vidlence: majntained-: wee- know 
we (hall offend many, but .if1we-ſhouldikeep filence hereof, wee are 
maſtafluredro offend:thejuft and Rigbreaus, God:, who by the 
neowth ofthis. Apoſtle hath pranounced thisdemencs, . He, that Labowne. 
ethynot, let.bimnot eat. Tf-wee in this. behalfes” orrim-anyorther, re» 
quiz<araske any otherthing then by. Gods, expuelſe: Commandos 
ment, by equity = good con(ience ye are bound to granti,. 
Igithenored,. a udiatc But if- wee requite.noshing 
Ko os a {, lex; ypur; Honors, take heed: how! 
potkin whe hand: and punifbnentyee: 
IN w_— affe&ians rather-lead yau to have reſpatt: 
=; tion.of theſe your.camall friends, who: aprangulhy 
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have - bo the flock of —_ Teſs, then that the teale of 
Chriſt leſus his provoke -and move you to ſet his 0 ed 
Kirk at freedome and libertie , wee "OR your ſharpe ogra 
daine mentes , and that the glory avd honor of this en- 
eerpriſebe- reſetred anto others. Arid yet ſhall ehis oar judgemerc 
abide to the generations following , for a morniment and witnefſe 
bow.lovingly God called you, and this nation to Repentance : what 
counſellours God ſent unto you , and how you have uſed the 
ſame. If obedign;ly y& heare God now callingy we ddube nor bar 
he ſhall heaze y6n In your greateſt neceſſicie, \Bur if Glowhs 
your owne torfapt Þt $'ye contefnitte his Voice at Vocat- 
un, we are afſured ur forter iniquitie, atid preſehc mgrati- 
tude, ſhall er crave great puniſhment from God, CaA- 
not long pr a a= 
B 


obedience, e may; ptcterse his revealed will to your owne 
affeHions. Pr A ett you by the Spirit of F ORs. os 


yee ma 
Realme, to hepraoand glory ofhis holy Name , to the" comfort 
cotiſcl 


ant affiranre of your 6wn cotifences, and to the confolatian, and 
the good example ofchc poftericy following, Amen. -- 
"Brom Edinburgh the 20. 2 
of May. 1560. By your Honours 
moſt hwwnble ſervitors, 


14+ AF of Secret Counſell, 17 TJanuarii 


480 1560. 


E E which have ſubſcribed thir preſents, having advi- 
ſed with the Articles herein ſpecified, as is above men» 
tioned from the beginning of this book , rhinkes the 
ſame good and conforme ro Gods Word in all points ; 
EE E—EEs > ODER and PET 
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ſet the ſame forward tothe uttermoſt of our powers. Providing that 
the Biſhops, Abbors, Priors; andother Prelates and benificed men, 
which el(c have adjoyned them to us , -bruik the revenues of their 
benefices during their life times, they fauſtaining and upholding the 
Miniſtry and Miniſters, as berein is(pecified, for he Preaching of 
the Word , and miniftring o the Sacraments. 


ſie ſubſeribituy. 
fames Hamiltoun. ' Drumlangrig: 
Archbald\, Argyle. Barganme yonger. 
James Stewart. Lochimwar. 
Rothes. © *. Cunninghamhead. 
Boid. Fames Halaburtonn: 


William Lord Hay. Ihone Lochart of Bar. 


Alexander Cambell. Fone Schaw of Halie.. 
M- Alexander Gordown. Seot of Haning: © © 


1..t* » 


Glencarne. - -  Fames Maxwell. 

Uchiltrie. George Fentoun of that ilk, 
Sangqubare. Andro Ker of Fadoynſrde. 
S. Thones.. Andro Hamiltoun of Le- 


William of Culroſſe. Deane of Murray. (thane. 


The ſecond Booke of Diſcipline. 


Heads and Concluſions of the Policie 
of the Kirk. 


CHAP. 1, ; 
Of the Kirk and policie thereof in generall and wheres" 


(Wo 


int it is different from the civill policie. 


HE Kirk,of God ſometimes is largely: raken', for all 

them that profeſſe the Evangell of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo 

4t 18 a company and fellow ip not onely of the godly, 

| bur alſo of hypocrites, profeſſing alwayes outwardly the 
true Religion. | 

Other rimes iris taken for the Godly and Ele& only , and ſome- 
times for them that exerciſe ſpirituall funAion in the congregation 
ofthem thar profeſſe the truth. 

- The Kirk iu this'aft ſenſe, hatha certain power granted by Ged, 
according to which it uſes a proper juriſdi&tion 2nd governmenty 
exerciſedrothe comfort ofthe whole Kirk.. 

This power Eccl:fiafticall is arr authoritie granted by God the 
Father,through the Mediaror Teſus Chriſt, unto bis Kirke gathered, 
and having the ground inthe Word of God to be pur in execution 
by them, unto whom the ſpirituali government of the Kirk by laws 
full calling is commitred, 

The Policie ofthe Kirk flowing from this power, is an order or 
forme of ſpiricoall government , which is exerciſed by the members 
Aj dtherero bythe Ward of God and i herefore is given imme» 

ely rotheigffice-bearers, b , whomit-is exerciſedio the weale of 
tte whole body. 
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This power is diverſly afed : for ſometime ir is ſeverally exerc}- 
ſed, chiefly by the teachers; ſomerime conjundly by mutuall con- 
ſenr ofchem that bear the office and charge, after the form of [udge- 
ment. The former is onely called potefts ordinis , and the orher 
poteſt as Juriſdiffionne,} 

Theſe rwo kinds of power have both one authority, one ground, 
one finall cauſe, but are different in the wanner, and forme of exe» 
curion, as is evident by the ſpeaking of our Maſter in the 16 and 18 
of Matthew. ets 

This power and policy Ecclefiaſticall is different and diſtin& in 
the own nature from that pawerand policy which is catied Civill 
power, and appertaineth to the Civill government of the Common 
wealth y albeic they be bethofGed ,/ and rend to onc end, if they 
be righely uſed, viz. to advance the glory of God, and to have godly 
and good ſubjetts. a 

For this power Ecclefiaſticall floweth inumediately from God, 
and the mediator Jefus Chriſt,and is ſpiritual], not baving a tempo- 
rall headinthe earth, bur only Clwit, rhe onlyſpicitnal] Kind) and 

Ernour of his Kirk. ES wo 

[tisaritle falſly uſurped by Antichriſt, tocall hiniſclfheat of 
the Kirk, and ought not ro be attributed ro Angel,nor man,of what 
eltare that ever he be, ſaving to Chriſtthe onely head and Monarch 
inthe Kirk. 

Therefore this power and policy of the Kirk ſhould leane upor 
the word iramediatly, as the onely ground thereof, and ſhould be 
raken from the pure fonntains of theſeriptures,theKirk hearing the 
voice of Chriſt the only ſpiritual King, and being raled by his Jaws, 

It isproperto Kings, Princes and Magiſtratesto be called Lords, 
and daminatars over their ſubje&s whomthey govern civilly, bre 
itis proper to Ghriſt onely to be called Lord and Maſter in the Spi« 
eituall government of the Kirk;and all others that bear office there- 
ip ought not.co uſurp dominion therein, nor be called Lords, but 
only Miniſters, Diſciples, and ſervants. ForitisChrifts proper of 
fice ta cammand and rule his Kirk univerſally, and every particular 
Kirk through bis ſpiric and word, by the miniftery of men. 

Natwithſtanding, 13the Minifters and others of the Fcclefiafticall 
eſtateare ſubjettca the Magiſtrate civill, ſo oughe rhe of 
the Magiſtrate be fabje@rto the Kirk: ff , andin Feclefia- 
ftieall goveroment. And theexerciſc cheſe juriſiRionvcars 
nor ſtand in one perſon ordinary, -, _ 

ay e 
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Tha __ tscallcdthe power ofrhe $word, and the other 
ower rr 

| The civill power command the ſpiricuall to exerciſe, and 
to.doe their office according ro the word of God; The fpiriruall 

rulers ſhould requirethe Chriſtian magiſtrate ro miniſter juſtice, 

and puniſh vice, and to-mainraine the liberty and quiernes of rhe 

Kink within their bounds. 

The Magiſtrate commandath externall chings for exrernall peace 
and quiernefſe amongſt the fubje&s : rhe Miniſter handleth exrer- 
nal YT onely for conſcience cauſe. 

The Magitrarc handleth external things only, and aRions done” 

before men,bue the ſpiricuall ruler judgerh borh inward affeQions, 
- ndexternall aRions in reſpeR of conſcience;by the word of God. 
The Civill Magiſtrate craves and gets obedience by the ford, 
and other externall meanes , bur the Miniſtery by the (piriruall 
ſword, and ſpiricuall means. | 

The Magiſtrate neither onghcto preach, miniſter the ſacraments, 
nep execure the ceniares ofthe kirk, nor yer preſcribe any rule how 

ir thould be done: , bur command the Minitters' to obſerverhe rule 

commanded in the word, and puniſh rhe tranſgreffors by Civill 

meancs, The Miniſters exerce not the Civil juriſdiftion, but 

| teach the: Magiſtrate: howir ſhouldBee exerciſed according co rhe: 
word, 

TheMagiſtrace oughe co aflilt, maintaineand'fortifierheJuriſdi- , 
&ion of eink. Tin dns vn meeenndars Princes in all 
things agr rot » providingrthey negle&nor their own 

a involving themſelves in-civil affvires wake 4 

Finally, as: Miniſtervare ſubje@to the judgement atdpuniſh- 
ment of the Magiſtrate! in exrernall things; if they offend: ſboug it 
the Magiftratesto ſubmit themſelves ro the diſeiplineofche Kirk , if 
they tranſyreſſe in matters of Conſcience and Religion, 


Cnar IT - | 
Of the Policie of the Kirk , and perſons andofficesbrarers, th whom 
the adminiſtration 1+ committed, 


1 A 9 intheccivill policy-the wholeCommonweale confifteth in. 

them that are governors, or Magiſtrates, aadthem thar are go- 
verned;arſubjetts:: Sainthepoliey of the Kirk ſhme are appointed 
rabexulers, andthereft of the membery thereof ro be-ruled,, and - 
obey. 
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obey according to the word of God , and inſpiration of his ſpitte, al- 
—_ under one head and chlefe pn mennim efus Chriſt. " 

Again, the wholepolicy of the Kirk con in three things, in 
Do&rine, Diſcipline, and Diſtribution. With DoGtrine is annexed * 
the adminiſtration of Sacraments : and according to the parts of 
this divifien , arieth a fort of threefold officers in the Kirk, to wit, 
of Miniſtzrs Preachers, Elders Governours, and Deacons diſtribu- 
ters. And all theſe may be called by a generall wosd, Miniſters of 
the Kirk. For albeit the Kirk of God beruled and governed by ſe. 
ſus Chriſt, who is the only King, high Pricſt, and head thereof, yer 
he nſeth the miniſtery of men, as.the moſt neceſſary middes for this 


e 
or ſo he hath from time to time, before the Law, under the 
Law,and in the time of the Evangell for our great comforrraiſed us 
men indued with the gifts of the ſpirit, for the ſpirituall govern- 
ment of his Kirk, exerciſing by chem his own power, through his 
ſpirit and wordtothe building of the ſame. | 

Andio take away all occaſion of tyranny, he will char they 
ſhould rule wich mutuall conſcar of brether, and equalicy of power, 
every one according ts their funtions, 

In the new Teftament , and time'of the Evangell, be hath uſed 
the Miniſtery of the Apoliles, Prophets, Evangclifts, Paſtors; and 
Do@ors in admiiniftration of the word : The Elderſhip for good 
order , and adminiſtration of the Diſcipline : The Deaconſhip ro 
have the cure of the Ecclefiaſticall goods; | 

Some of cheir Eccleſiaſticall funftion are ordinary, and ſome ex- 
traordinary or temporary. There be three extraordinary funfions, 
The office of the Apoſtle , the Evangeliſt and ofche wo which 
arenot perpetuall, and now have ceaſed inthe Kirk of God, ex- 
_ when it pleaſed God extraordinarily for a time to ſitirre fome 
of them up againe. ; : : 

There are foure ordinary fun&ions or offices in the Kirk of God, 
che office of the paſtor, Minifter or Biſhop, the Door , Presbyrer 
or Elder, and the Deacon. 

Their offices are ordinary , and ought ro continue perpetually 
in the Kirk, as necefſary for rhe government and policy thereof, and 
no more offices ought ro be recerved or ſuffered inthe Kirk of God, 
eſtabliſhed according to his word, 

Therefore all the ambitious ticles invented inthe kingdome of 
Antictit, and in his uſurped Higrarchy , which are noc of one of 
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theſe faure ſorts, together with the offices. depending thereupon, in 
one word ought to be rejedted, | 


Curuay. IIL 
_ Hew the perſons that bear Ecclſiaſticall funflion, are to be admitted to 
| their office. | 
Nj. or calling is common to all that ſhould beare office 
within the Kirk , which is a lawfull way, by the which quali- 
ged perſons are promoted to any ſpirituall office within the Kirk 
of God 


Without this lawfull calling it was never leaſome to any perſon 
ro meddle with any fun&ion Ecclefiafticall, 

There are ewo ſorts of Calling, one extraordinary by God imme- 
diately, as was of the Prophets and Apoſtles, which in Kirks efla» 
bliſhed, and well already + tur7 ru a ace. 

The other calling is ordinary, which befdes che calling of God, 
and inward teſtimony ofa good conſcience, is the lawfall approba- 
tlom, andoutward judgerwent of men, according to Gods word, 
and order eſtabliſhed in his Kirk. 

None ought to preſume to enter in any office Ecclefiaſticall with- 
oe this good teſtimony before God, who onely knows the hearts 

men. | ' 

This ordinary and outward calling hath two parts, ele&ion and 
ordination. Ele&ion is the choofing outofa al ns , moſt 
able, to the office that vakes , by the Judgement ofthe Elderſhip, and 
nay me Rou_—_—_ » to which ſhall be the erfon, or pew 

ons a ' 

That in generall requifice in all them, who ſhould beare 
chargein the Kirk , confiſt in ſoundnefle of Religion, and godli- 
neſſe of life, according as they are ſufficiently fer forth in the Word. ' 

In the order of Eleftion it is to be cſchewed , that ron be 
incruded in any offices of the Kirk , contrary tothe wil on the con» 
gregation to which they are appointed, or without the voice of 


the Elderſhi p: 
' Noneought to be intruded, or placed inthe places al plan- 


red, or inany room that vakes nor , for any worldly : and 
that which is called the benefice oughe co'be nothing elſe , but the 
ſtipend of the Minifters that arc lawtully called. 

Ordination is the ſeparation and ofthe perſon appoin- 
ted co God and his Kirk, ores 0 and ound qualited, 
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The Ceremonies of Ordination arc faſting, earneſt Prayer , and 
umpoficion of hands of the Elderſhip. * | 

All thir, as they muſt be raiſed upby God, and by him made g- 
ble for the work whereto'they are called; ſo ought they know 
their mefſage to be limited within Gods word, without the bounds 
of the which they ought not to paſſe. \. 

Allchir ſhould take theſe titles and names onely (leſt they be 
exalted and pufr up inthemſelves) which the Scriptures gives un- 
to them, as thee which imporr labour, travell and work, and are 
names of offices and ſervice , and not of idlenefſe, dignity, worldly 
honour or preheminence, which by Chriſt our Maſter is expreſly 
reproyed and forbidden, | 

All thefe oftice-bearors ſhould have their own particular flocks 
amongſt whom they exercife their charge. 

All ſhould make refidence with them, and rake the inſpe&ion 
and overfight ofchem, every one inhis vocation. 

Andgenerally thir rwa things ought they all to reſpett : the glc- 
ry of God, and cdifying of his kirk, in diſcharging their duties in 
their calling. . . RR 


CHAP. III. "ns 
. Of the Office-bearers i# particular , and firſt of the : 
Paſtors or Miniſters. | 


Aſtors, Biſhops, or Miniſters, are they whoare appointed to 

particular Congregations,which they rule by the waxd of God 
and over the which they watch. In rcſp<&-whercof fometitne they 
are called Paftors, becauſe they feed their Congregation ; ſome- 
time Epiſcopi, or Biſhops, becauſe they watchabave their flock; 
ſometimes Minifters, by reaſon of their (ervice: and: office, and 
ſometimes alfo Presbyrers or Seniors, for the gravity in manners 
which they ought to bave in-caking care of the ſpirituall, govern» 
ment, which ought to be moſt deare unto them. 

' Theythatarecalled unto the Miniſtry , or.that offer themſelves 
thereunto, ought nor to be ele&cd withour any.cerrain flock be af- 
figned unto.them, | X 
* Nomanovughr to ingyre himſelfe , or uſurpe his office withour | 
kwfull callip 

| They who areonce adby Co ole ele&ed by man,af- 
gEr char they have onee accepted the charge of Migiſtery , may not 

Jeave their fanfions, | ' The 
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"The deſerrours ſhould be admoniſhed, and in caſe of obſtinacy, 
finally, Excommunicate, | 

No Paſtor may leave his flock without Licenſe of the Provinciall 
or Nationall Aſſembly , which it he doe, after admonitions nor 0» 
beyed, ler the cenſures of the Kirk ſtrike upon him, 

LLaco the Paſtors apperteins teaching of the Word of God, in 
ſcaſon and ourof ſeaſon, publikly and privately,alwaies travelling to 
edifie, and di:charge his conſcience,as Gods word preſcribes to him. 

Unto the Paſtors onely apperteins the adminiſtration ofthe Sa- 
craments, in like manner as the adminiſtration of the Word : For 
bath are appointed by God , as meanesto teach us, the one by the 
care, m—iroe by the eyes, and other ſenſes,that by both, knows 
ledge may be transferred to the minde. 

Ie _—_— by che ſame reaſon to the Paſtorto pray for the = 
ple, and namely, for the flock commitrred ta his charge, and to bleſſe 
them in the name of the Lord, who will not ſuffer the bleſſings of his 
faichfull ſervants to be fruſtrate. : 

He ought alſoto watch above the manners of his flock , thatthe 
better he may apply the DoQrine to them in reprehending the diſ- 
__ x , andexhorring the godly ro continue inthe feare of 

rd. 

Ic appertains tothe Miniſter after lawfu]l procceding by the El- 
derſhip, to pronounce the ſentence of binding and loofang upon a» 
oy _ , according unto the power ofthe keys granted unto the 

I 


It belongs to him likewiſe,after lawfull proceeding in the matter 
by the Elderſhip, to ſolemnizare mariage berwixt them , that areto 
be joyned cherein, and topronounce the bleſling ofthe Lord upon 
chem chat enter in at that holy Band in the feare of God. 

And generally all publick denunciations that are ro be made in 
the Kirk before the Congregation concerning the Ecclefiaſticall af 
faires ing cathe Office of a Miniſter : For he is as meſſenger 
and Herauld berwixt God aud the peoplein all theſe affaires. 


CHAP. V. | 
of Do@ors,and theirOffice, and of the Schooler. 
O* E ofthe two ordinary and perpetuall fan&ions that tra- 


vell inche Word, is che Office of the Do&or , who may be 
Be rot Na - allo 
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at(o called hv yug-nnee. yn thatis, teacher of the 
Catechiſme, and rudiments of Religion. 


His office is to-operi up the minde of the Spirit of God in the 
Scriptures fimply , without ſach applications as the Miniſters uſe, 
to the end that the fairhfull may be inftrufted , and ſound Do&rine 
taught,and rhat the purity ofthe Goſpell be not corrupted through 
ignorance, or evill opinions. .. 370 

He is different from the Paſtor, mot only inname, bat in diverfi- 
xy of gifts, Fortothe Door is given the word of knowledge, ro 
open up by fimple reaching the myſteries of faith ; to the Paſtor 
the gift of wiſdome , to apply the ſame by exhortarion ro the man- 
ners of the flock, as occafton craveth. 

Under the name and office of a Do&or wee comprehend alſo the 
order in Schooles, Colledges, and [[niverſities, which hath been 
from time to time carefully maintained ,. as well among the Jewes 
and Chriſtians, as ao among the prophane Nations. 

The Door being an Elder , as is faid, ſhould aſſit the Paſtor in 

the government of the Kirk , and concurre with the Elders his bre- 
thren inall aſſemblies ; by reaſon the interpretation of the Word, 
þ on is onely judge in Eccleſiaſticall matters, is committed to his 
CAMAarge. 
: Bucro preach untothe people, to Miniſter the Sacraments, and 
to celebrate mariages, pertaine not to the Door, unleſſe be be 
otherwiſe called ordinarily : howbeie the Paſtor may teach inthe 
Schooles, as he who hath the gift of knawledge, oftentimes meet for 
that end, as the examples of Pohcerpwi, and others teſtifie, &c. 


CHAP. VL 
Of Bliers, and their Office. 
T HE wordElder in the Scripture, fomerime is the name of 
"1 Ape, (ave ery of Office, When ir isrhe. name of any: Office , 
ſometime ir is taken largely, comprehending as well che Paſtors and 
DoQors, as them whoare called Seniors or Elders. 

In this-our diviſion, we call theſe Elders, whom the Apoſtles call 
Prefidencs or Governours. Their office as it is ordinary, fo is it per- 
peruall and alwayes neceſſary in the Kirk of God, The Elderſhip is 
a fpirituallfunftion, asis the Miniſtery. Dip | 

Elders once lawfully called to the office , and baving gifts from 
God meer.to exerciſe the ſame, 'may nor leave ic again. Albeitſuch 
anumber.of Elders may be choſen in certaine Congregations, = 


ep _—_ —_— amableſpace We 
one-part may re af ; 3 Was 
among the Levices ke the Law in ſerving of the Temple. *' - 

The number of the Elders in'every Congregation canoe well be 
-— Mg ſhould be accceding to the bounds and neceffity of the 

0 
ts nor heceffary that all Elders bealfo teachers of the Word, 
—_— chiefe ought to be ſach and*ſwa are worthy” of double- 
ur. 0 BOL, 1 
- What manner of perſons they oughe ro be, we referre it tothe ex- 
prefle word, and namely the Canons written by the Apoſtle Panl. 

Their office is as well ſeverally, as conjun&ly,co watch diligently 
upon the flock committed to their charge, both publikely, and 
rn , that no corruption of Religion, -or manners, enter 
rneren, 

As the Paſtors and Doftors ſhould be diligent in teaching and 
ſwing the ſeed ofthe Word , forhe Elders (hoald be carefull in ſee» 
king the fruic of the fame inthe people; 7 | 

It appertalns to them to aſſiſt rhe Paſtor: i/examination'ofthem 
thatcomero the Lords Table: ireni, in vifieing the fick. 

They ſhould cauſe the a&s of the aſſemblies, aswell particular ag 
generall to be put im execution carefully. - . 

They ſhould be diligent in admoniſhing all '\men of their duty 
according to'the rule of the Evangell.- 526 20 8 | 

- Thibgs that they cannot corre& by private admonitions they 
ſhould bring to the Elderſhip. | | 

_ 'Thidyprincipall office is to held Afﬀemblies with the Paftors and 
Doors who are alſo eftheir number; for eſtabliſhing of good order 
andexecution of Diſcipline, untothe which Aſſemblies all perſons 
are ſubje& that remain within their bounds, 


Cray. VIE. 
Of the Elderſhips, Aſſemblies, and Diſcipline. 


| {rg and Aﬀembliesare commonly conſtitute of Paſtors , 
Doors, and ſuch as we commonly call Elders, that labour noe- 
inthe'word and Doftrine; of whom, andof whoſe ſeveral! power 


a Afemblievareof foure ſorts. For either are they of particular 
Kirks and Congregations anc or moe, or of a Province , or of- 


N. 3 A 


mls mrheſeconſBookefDiſciplive. 


} 


aphal: Nedgn, ar of all and divers Nations profelling one Jeſu, 

AU the Ecclefiaſticall Aſſemblies have power to convene lawful. 
ly together for. treating of things concerning the Kirk, and pertain, 
ing to their charge. 7 

-T hey have power to appoint times, and places co that effe&, and 
at one meeting toappoing cheidyer; crime and place for-another, 

In all Aſſemblies an Moderatour ſhould be choſen by common 
conſent of the whole brethren convened , who ſhould pr 
marters, gather the yores , and cauſe guod order to be kept inalem- 


blies. | | 
i, Diligence ſhould be raken; chiefly by the Moderator, that onely 
Ecclefiafticall things be handled in the aflemblics, and chat there be 
no medling with any thing perraining to the civill juriſdiftion. , | 
! Every Aſſembly hath power co: ſend forth from them of their 
own number, ane or moe viſitours.to ſee how all things be ruled in 
che bounds of their juriſdiftiqn, | " 
:. Viſitation of moe Kirks4s nq ordinary Office FEcclefiaſtick in he 
perſon of one mas, neither may the name ofa Biſhop be arcribuceco 
the viſitor onely,neither is it neceſſary to abide always in one mans 
perſon , but icisthe part of rhe Elderfhip to ſend out qualified per» 
ſons ta viſit prore nate. me | 
ow finall end ro manga rg Reighs and Do- 
inc.in purity without error and corruption. Next, cant 
linefſe a6 ord:r in the Kirk. ny G3 
. .Forthis orders cauſe, they may-make certaine rules and conſtion- 
ejons appertaining © the good behaviours of all che members of 
the kirk tn their vocation. ' 

They have power alſo to abrogate and abolith all,Statutes and'Or- 
dinances concerning Eccleſiſticall matters, that are found noyſome 
and ——_ and agree not with thetime, or are abuſed by the 
Pm They have power to execure Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline and pu- 
niſhment upon all cranſgreſſors, and proud contemners of the good 
oo and policy of the Kirk, and ſo the whole Diſcipline is in cheir 
hands, | % 

| Thefirſt kindeand for of afſemblies,alchough they be wichin par- 


ticular Congregation they exerce the power , authority and 
CE nel, partny Up mar barbs 
metime the name of the Kirk. CNT” J wh 


a - 
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- When we {peake of the Elders of the particular Congregations, 
we mean not that aw {anger Pariſh-kirk can or mayhave their 
own particular Elderſhips, ſpecially in Landward; bur we thinke 
three, foure, moe or fewer, particular kirks may have oneElderfhip 
eommon to themall, to Judge their Eccletialticall cauſes. ' 

Yer this is meet, That ſome of the Elders be choſen our of every 
particu!ar Congregation, to concur with the reſt of their brethren 
inthe common Afﬀembly , and ro take up the delarions of offences 
within their own kirks, and bring ther torhe Afſembly, Thiswe 

ather of rhe practiſe of the Primitive kirke , where Elders, 
or Colledges of Seniors were conftiture in Cities, and famous 

laces. 
R The power of their particular Elderſhips is to uſe diligent labors 
if the bounds commiceedeco their charge, that rhe kirksbe kepy in 
gaod order,to inquire diligent! y in naughry & unruly perſons, and 
travell tobring them in the way agaite?, eirher by admonirion or 
threatning of Gods judgements, or by corre&ion. | 

Ic pertaines to the Elderſhip to take heed that the word of God be 

ely pr-ached withjn their bqunds, the Sacraments rightly mini- 
red, the Diſcipline rightly maintained, andrhe Ecclefiaſticall goods 
uncorruptly diſtributed, a= ww us 

Ir belongs to this kind of Aﬀembly, to cauſe the ordinances made 
by the Afſcmblics provinciall, nationall,, and generall, ro be kept 
and put:in execution. _ : 

To make conſtitutions which concerne 76xgemy inthe kirk , for 
the decent, order, of theſe particular. kirks where they govern : 
Providing, they alter no rules made by generall or provinciall AC 
femiblics, and that they make the provinciall Aſſemblies fore-ſeen; of 
thefe rules that they ſhall make , and aboliſh them that rend to the 
hurr of the ſame. 

It hath power to%excommunicate the obſtinare. 

The power of eleftion of them who beare Eccleſiafticall charges 
pertainestothiskinde of Aﬀembly within their own bounds, being 
we ry» and confſtiture of many Paſtors.and Elders of ſufficient 

Hitle. 

By the like reaſon their depokition. alſo pertaines ro this kinde of 
Aſſembly : as of them thar teach erroniousand corrupt Dotrine, 
that be of Janderous life , and after admonition defiſtnor z that be 

ven to ſchiſme or rebellion againſt the kirk , manifeſt blaſphemy, 

ny ,. corruption of. bribes ,, falſhood ,. perjury , whorce 


dome, , 


25; 


wy art on fon thoſe 


RS: 
Lon. uſt infamy, and all oibers ; leroy: | 


mxthe kirk. 
al.who are alcogetber found. unſufficient to execute 
their ch: $5 wh be depoſed. Wwheregf other. kirks would be ad- 
vertiſed char they receive nor the perſons de 

Yer chey ought not co be depoſed, who through age , fickenefſe, 
at other accidents become unmeet rodo their ; in which caſe 
theirhanour ſhould remaineto,chem,, their kirk ſhould maintaine 
themz andorhers: Fly iridedy doe ther oc, | 

Provinciall aflemble: lawfall conve 
ors, and other Elders of a Province. gathered ey ot V”_ 
faire of the kirk thereof, which alſo may be called the arr ar 
of the kirk and brethren. 

Their are inſtitute for weighey matters to be! intreated 
by mutuall conlear and affiftance of the brethren! within that Pro- 
vince, as need ay ae 

This afſembly bath power to handle,order,and redrefle all things 
committed or done, in the particular aſſemblies. 


os v9; Ns $4 defring qprinaton. of tharprovince fot 


vation. 
rally their afſemb Ac whole power ofthe par- 
rp whereof they are colle&ed 
The efidrtg aſſembly, whichis oenerall tous, 184 Jawfull con- 
vention of RED? whole kicks of the Realm or Nation where it is uſed 
aud ant gathered , forthe common affaires ofthe kirk , and may he cal- 
generall Elderſkip of the whol kirks in the Realiti. - Nohe 
are ſubs e& to repaireto this aſſembly to vote , but Ecclefiaſticall 
J repai Y 
perſons to ſuch a number , as (half be thoughr g ood by the fame 
Aſſembly , not KentIPE other } noce-w that will repaire tothe ſaid 
' Afﬀembly top hear, and reaſo 
"5 _ Aﬀemblyis iture , that all things either commirted, or 
done amifſc in the Provincial Afſ:mblies may be redrefled and han- 


dled, andchings generally i the weale of the whole bn, 


of che kirk wichin the Realm foreſeen, intreared and ſer for 
to Gods glory. 

Ir ſhould rake care , that kirks be planted in places where they 
are not planted, 

Ic bo Suld preſcribe the rule how the other two kindes of Aﬀen- 


blies ſhould praceed in all | 
ies proceed in things, n 
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This Afembly ſhould take heed , that the ſpirſtuall juriſdi&ion, 
and civill, be noe confounded tothe hurtpf che kirk ; That the Pa- 
rrimony of the kirk be not conſumed, nor abuſed; and groerally 
concerning all weighty affaires that concern the weale and good or- 
der _—_ whole Kirks of the Realm, ic oughtto interpone autho» 
ej reto. 

is beſides theſe, another more generall kinde of Aﬀer. 
blie, which is of all Nations, andall eſtates of perſons within che 
kirk, repreſenting theuniverſall kirk of Chriſt , which may be cal- 
my the Generall Aﬀembly, or Generall Councell of the 


Theſe Aﬀemblies were appointed and called togerher fpecially, 
when any great ſchiſme or controverſie in Do&rine did ariſe in the 
kirk,and were convocate atcommand of godly Emperours being for 
the time, for avoiding of chiſme within the Univerſal! kirk of God, 
which becauſe they in not tothe particular eſtate of any Realm 
weceaſe further to ſpeak of them. | | 


Cryae. VIII. 
.- Fof the Deacows end their Office, the laſt Ordinary fun- . 
Fion inthe Kirk, | 


T HE word 4-axorss ſometimes is largely taken, comprehen- 
ding all them hat beag office inthe Miniſtery , and fpirituall 
fun&ion in the kirk. | 

But now, as we ſpeak, it is taken only for them, unto whom the 
colleftion and diftriburion of the almes of the faichfall and Ecclefſt- 
aſticall goods doth belong, 

The office of the Deacons fo taken, is an ordinary and perpetu- 
all Ecclefiaſticallfan&ion inthe kirk of Chriſt. 

Of what properties and duties be oughttobe rhart is called to this 

10n, we remit it to tHe manifeſt Scriptnres. 

The Deacon ought to be called and eleAed,as the reſt ofthe Spirt- 
tuall Officers, ofthe which ele&ion was ſpoken before. 

Their Office and power is to receive , andto diſtribute the whole 
Ecclefiaſticall goods unto them, ro whom they are appointed. 

This they ought todoe according to the judgement,and appoint- 
ment ofthe Presbyreries or TEEN ( of the whichthe Deacons 
are not ). that the patrimony of the kirk and , be not conver= 
ted to privare mens uſes, nor wrongfully diftribure. 
| —_ 


GHAP, 
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5 Cn 4 ?. IX. 7 T 
Of the Patrimoryof the Kirk, and diftribation theref.  '- 


Y the Parerimony ofthe Kirk , we. meane whatſoever thing 
hath been at any cime before, or ſhall be in times 
ven, or by conſent or univerſal cuſtome of Countries e 
Chriſtian Religion applied tothe publick uſe anducilityof the kirk. 

So that nnder the Patrimony we comprehend allchings given ox 
to be given tothe Kirk and ſervice of God, as tands, biggings, poſſe 
fions, annuel rents, and all ſuch like, wherewith the Kirk is doted, 
either by donations, foundations, mortifications, or any other law- 
fullcitles of Kings, Princes, or any perſons inferiour to them, roges 
ther with the continua!l oblarions of the fairthfull. = 

Wecomprehend allo all ſuch things as by Laws or Cuftome, oy 
aſe of Conntries have been applied to theruſe and utility of the 
Kirk z of the which ſort are Teinds, Manſes, Gleibs, and ſuch like, 
which by conumon and municipall Laws and univerlall Cuſtome are 

offelſed by the Kirk. Dy”. | 

Totake kny of chis Patrimony by unlawfall means, and convert 
it to the particular and prophaneuſe ofany perſon , we hold ic a 
dereftatable ſacriledge before God. 

The gogds Ecclefaafticall ought tobe colleQed, and diftributed 
by the Deacons, as the wordof God appoines, that they whobeire 
office inthe Kirk be provided for withour care or folicitude. 

In the Apoſtolicall Kirk, theDeacons were appointed ro colle& 
anddifſtribute what ſumme ſoever was colle&ed ofrhe fairhfall; 'ro 
diſtribute unto the neceſlity of the Saints , ſo that none lacked a» 
mongſt the faithfull. | | | 

Theſe colle&ijons ivere not onely of that which was colleRed in 
manner of almes, as ſome ſuppoſe, but of other goods moveable, 
and unmoveable , of lands po felons, the price whereof was 
bronght to the feet ofthe Apoſtles. | DE OERge 

This office continued in the. Deacons hands., who intrometred 
withthe whole goods of the Kirk, ay and white the eftate thereof 
was corrupted by Antichriſt,as the ancient Canons bear witnefſe. 

The ſame Canons make mention of a fourefold diſtriburion of the 
Patrimony ofthe kirk , whereof one part was applyed tothe Pa- 
ſtoror Biſhop for his ſaffentation and hofpirality ; another tothe 

Eldery and Deacons, and all the Glergy ; the thitd to rhe poor, fick 
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- We adde hereumto the Schooles and Schoolemaſters alſo , which 

hr and may be well faftained of the ſame goods , andare com- 
kiniat adterchoClergy. To whom we joyne all Cl-rks of 
Aſſemblies, as well particular as generall, Syndicks or Procutors 
of the kirk affaires, takers up of Pialmes, and ſach !ike other ordi- 
nary Officers of che Kirk, {o farre as they are neceffary. 


CHAP. X. 
of the Office of a Chriſtian Magiftrete in the Kirk, 


Lrhough all che members of che Kirk be holden every one in 

\ their vocartion,and according thereto to advance the Kingdons 
of fefus Chriſt , fo farre as lyeth intheir power, yet chiefly Chriſti» 
an Princes, and other Magiſtrates, are holden to doe rhe ſame. 

For they are called inthe Scriprure nouriſhers of the Kirk, for ſo 
mach as by them ir is,or at leaſt ought ro be maincained, fokered,up- 
holden and defended againſt all chat would procure the hurt rherof, 

So it pertains tothe office of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, to affift and 
fortific the godly proceedings of the Kirk in all behalfes z andniame- 
ly ro ſee that the publique eftate and Miniſtery thereof be maincain- 
ed and ſuſtained, as it appertains, according toGods Word. 

To ſee that the Kirk be not invaded, nor hurt by falſe Teachers, 
and Hirelings, nor che rooms thereof be occupied by dumb doggs, 
or idle bellies, 

To affiſt and*maincain the Diſcipline of the Kirk, and puniſh 
them civilly, that will not obey the cenſure of the ſame , withour 
confounding alwayes the one jurifdi&ion with the orher. 

To ſee that ſufficient provition be made for the Miniſtery , the 
Schooles, and the poore : and if they have nor ſufficient ro awaite 
upon their charges, to ſupply their indigence evenwith their own 
res, if need require, 

To hold hand as well to the ſaving of their perfons from injury 
and open violence, as to their rents -- vgs , thatthey be nor 
defran ied, robbed, nor ſpoiled thereof. 

Not to ſuffer the Patrimony of the Kirk to be applyed to pro- 
Phane and anlawfull afes, or be devoured by idle bellics,and fuch as 
have nolawfull fanf&ion in the Kirk, rothe hurt of rhe era 
Schools , poore and other godly uſes, whereupon the ſame oug 
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- To make lawes and conftitutions ro-Gods 
advancement of the Kirk, and policie , without any 
ching hat perrainsnottothe civil tward, but tothe offices 
thatare mieerly Ecclefiaſticall, as is the miniſterie of the Word and 
Sacramenrs,: uſing Ecelefiaſticall Diſcipline, and the fpiricuall exe- 
cutionthereof, or any part of the power of the ſpirituall keys, which 
our Maſter-gave to che Apoſtles, and their true ſucceffors. - 

And alchopgh Kingzand Princes that be;Gadly , ſometimes by 
their owne authority, when the Kirk is corrupted,and all things our 
of order, place Miniſters, and reſtere the true ſervice of the Lord, 
after the example of ſame godly Kings of Fad: , and divers godly 
Empcours, and Kings alſo inthe light of the new Teſtamem. Yer 
where the minifterie of the Kirk is once lawfully confticure , and 
they thatare placed, doe their office faichfully , all godly Princes 
and Magiſtrates ought to heare, and obey their voice, and reverence 
the Majeſtic of the Son of God ſpeaking in them. 

CHAP. XL 

Of the preſent abuſer remaining in the Kirk, which we deſire to be re= 
formed. 

Sic is the dury ofthe | bs pr to maintaine the pre- 

; A ſentlibertie, which God hath granted by the Preaching of his 
Word, and the true adminiſtration of the Sacramenrs within this 
Realme : So isit to provide,. that all abuſes which yet remaine. in 
the Kirk, be removed, and atrerly taken away. 

Therefore, firſtthe admiſſion of men to papiſticall tiles of bene- 
fices, ſuch as ſerve mor, nor have no funfion in the Reformed Kirk 
of Chriſt, as Abbotes, Commendators, Priors, Prioreſſes, and other 
titles of Abbeys, whoſe places are now. for the moſt part by the 
juſt judgement of God demoliſhed, and purged of idolatry, is plain 
SAI isnotto reccive the Kingdome of Chriſt amongſt us , but 
rather to refuſe it, 

Such. like that-they that of 01d were calledthe Chapiters and Con- 
vents of Abbeys, Cathedrall kirks,and like places, ſerve for nothing 
now, but-o ſer fewes and tacks, if any thing be left of the kirk lands 
and teinde, in.hure and:prejudice thereof, as daily. experience tea-- 
cheth, and therefore ought to be utterly abrogate and aboliſhed. 

Of the like nature are the Deanes, Archdeacons, Chantonrs, 
Subchantours, Theſaurers, Chancellors and others having the like 
titles flowingfrom the Pope and Canon, law onely , who have ne 
place inthe reformed Lick. | Th 
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——— aaGods Word craves, 
fach abuſers of thekieks Patrimony to have vote in 
Patliament,nor ways in Councell under the name ofthe kirk and kirk- 


men,to the hurt and prejudice ofthe libertie thereof, and laws of 
the Realme made in favour of che Reformed kirk;., 

Much leffe is it lawfall hat any perſon among cheſe men ſhould 
have five, fixreen, twenty or moe kirks, all craving the charge of 
fouls, and bruike the patrimony thereof, either by admiſſion of the 
Prince, orof the kirk, in chis lighcofthe Evangell. Forit.is but a 
mockage to crave reformation, where ſuch like have place. 

And in fo farre,as inthe order taken ar-Lzith, inthe yeere of our 
Lord 1571, it appeares that ſuch may be admitted, found 
qualified, cicher chat pretended order is againk all ved order z or 
clic ir muſt be underſtood ner of them that be qualified in world] 
affaires, or to ſerve in Court, but ſuchas are qualified to teac 
Gods Word, having their lawfull admiſſion of the kirk. 

Asro Biſhops, if the name Ea:5xowe5 be property taken , they are 


all one wich the Miniſters, as before was pages For it isnot a 
name of ſupcriority 'and lordſhip, but of office and watch- 


ing. 

Yet becauſe in the corruption ofthe kirk, this name ( as others ) 
havebeen abuſed, and yet is likely ro be, we cannor allow the faſhi- 

on of theſe new choſen Biſhops, neither of che Chapirers that are 
Eeftors of them to ſuch offices,as they arechoſen unto. 

True Biſhops ſhould addi& themſelves to a particular flock , 
which ſundry them refuſe , neicher ſhould they uſurpe Lordſhip 
over their-brethren , and.over the inheritance of Chriſt , as theſe 
men doe. 

Paſtors, in fo farre as they are Paſtors , have not the office-of Vi- 
a of moe kirks joyned to the paſtorſhip , without it be given 
tot 

Ir is a corruption, that Biſhops ſhould have further bounds to vi- 
fir, nor they may lawfully. 

- No man ought to have the office of Vilication,but he thatis law» 
fully choſen-thercunto, 

he Elderfhips being welbeſtabliſbed , have power to ſend our 
viſttours one or- moe, with commiſſion to. vifit the bounds within - 
their. Elderſhip, and likewiſe, after. count taken of them, either - 
Q 3 CQD. . 
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dcrſbips: hey hall be al wayesſubje@.! * 5 
Criminall doe cms 0G i a' 
Ir = not wihthe wordof God , thar Biſhops 'ſhunld bePa- 
tors of Paſtors, Paſtors of many flucks,'and yer withourta certains 
fluck, and without ordinary teaching, / =—— 
* oh —_ not with the Scriprures; that they ſhould be. exemed 
fromthe correA&idii of their brethren, 'and Diſcipline of the partieu- 
lar Elderſhip of the Kirk , whererhey ſhall ſerve, neither that they 
uſurpethe Office of Vifieation of other Kirks , nor any other fun- 
Rion befide other Miniſters, ' but ſofarre as ſhall be commitcted ro 
them by the kirk, 1 v7 | 
Wherefore, we defire the Biſhops that now are, eicher to agree 
ro that order that Gods word requires inthem , as the generall kirk 
will preſcribe uncothem ,' nut paſſing their bonnds;either in Eccle- 
—_ or Civill affaires, or elſe to be depoſed from all fanftion in 
the kirk. | 10803 | 

- We deny not irr the nieanetime , but Miniſters may and ſhould 
aſfift rheir Princes when they are required, in all things agreeable to 
the Word, whether it be in Couticel}, or Parliament, or otherwayes; 
Providing alwayes , they neither negle&their own charges , nor 
through flattery of Princes hurt the publick eſtate of the Kirk. 

Bur generally , we ſay, no perſort under wharſoeverritle of the 
Kirk, and ſpecially the abuſed eirles in Papiſtry , of Prelates, Con+ 
vents, and Chapters, vaghtto aftempe|any attin the Kirksname , 
either in Councell, or Parliament, $$ our of Councel! , having no 
Commiſſion of the Reformed Kirk within this Realme. | 

Andby A@ofParliament it'is provided, tharthe PapMflicall Kirk 
and Jurifdiftion ſhould have no place within the ſame, and no 
Biſhop nor other Prelace in times comming ſhould uſe any juriſdis 
Aion flowing from his authoniy. - | 

And againe , thats other Eccleſiaſtical ition ſhould be 
acknowledged within this Realme , but that which is , and ſhalt be 
incheReformed Kirk, and flowing therfrom, : 

So weeſteem holding of Chapiters in Papiſticall manner, either 
in Carthedra!l kirks, Abbeyes, Colledges, or other conventuall pla» 
ces, uſurping the name and authority of the kirk / ro hite the patris 
mony thereof, or ute anyother A tothe prejudiceofthe ſame, 
fince rhe yeare of onr Lord 1560 yeares,to be abuſe'and corrupric 


contrary tothe liberty of the true kirk , and Jawes of theR: 


conrimre them, or remove chemfromaime co cime; roche which F1- 
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"erdrherefore ought tobe anvulled, redaced, and in times comming 
utterly d 


« +»iThede $alfo of the Papiſticall jurifdiftion are to be a- 
boliſhed ; bf the which ſort is mingled juriidiftion of the Commis 

fars, info farre as they meddle with Ectleſiaſticall matters,aud have 
no Commiſſion of the kirke thereto, but were ele&ed in time of our 
Soveraignesmother, when things were out of order. It is an abſurd 
ching, that ſundry of chem having no funttion of the kirk, ſhould be 
Judges roMinifters, and depoſe themfrom their roomes. Therefore 
theytirher would be diſcharged ro meddle with Ecclefiaſticall mat- 
ters, orit would be limiced to chem in what matters chey might be 
Judges, and norhurt the liberty of the kirk. 

wy Tg that before. were of the Ecgleftaſltique eftate inthe 
Popes rk, or that are admitted of new to the Papiſticall ticles, and 
now are tollerate by the lawes of the Realme to pofiefſe the rwo- 
parc oftheiv Ecclefiaſticall nents, ought nothave any furcher liber» 
T, but to incromer with the portionallignedand granted to them 

or their life-timesz and not under the abuſed titles which they had 
eodifpanthe kirk-rens , ſer rackes and fewes thereof attheir 
fare, ro the great hurt of the kirk', and poore labourers that dwell 
wpon che kirk-lanJs, contrary coall good conſcience and order; 


' Certain ſpeciall heads of Reformation , whithwecrave, 


Hatſoever hath been ſpoken of the offices of the kirk, the 
ſeveral power of the office-bearets,their conjun& pows- 
| eralſs, andlaft of the patrimray of the kirk, 'we under« 
ſtandirto be rhe righe Reformarion which God craves 
at ourhands, that the kirk be ordered according thereto, as with 
that order which is moſt agreeable to the Word. | A 
- Bur becauſe ſomething wonld be rouched in-particular, concer- 
ning rhe eſtare of the Countrey, and that whichwe priocipally ſeek 
tq be reformed in the fame , we have colle&ed them in theſe heads 
faYowing. | | 2 
| Seeingthe whole Conntrey is dividedin Provinces,and thir Pro- 
vinces again are divided in Pariſhes , as well m land-ward , as in 
Towney, inevery Pariſfrand reafonable Congregation there would 
be placed one or moe Paſtors to feed the flock , and-no Paſtor = ; 


.+ 


96 
Miniſter alwayes to be 
kirks or flocks then one alanerly. TR 

And becauſe it will be chought hard to finde out Paſtors or Mi- 
niſtersto allthe paroch kirks ofthe Realm, as wallin Landward, 
as in Towns, ' wethink by the advice of tuch as commiiſion may 
be given to by the kirk and Prince , Pariſhes in landward or ſmall 
Villages, may be joyned ewo or three or wore, in ſome places to- 
gether,and the principall and mcſt commodious kirks ro ſtand , and 
be repaired ſafhiciently, and qualified Miniſters placed thereat, and 
theother kirks., -which are nor found neceflary , may be ſuffered 
eo decay, their kirk-yards alwayes being kepe for buriall places, 
and in ſome places where need requires, a Pariſh ; where the 
Congregation is over great for one kirk , may be divided intwaor 
moe, | $302 01 
Dotors would be appointed in Clniverficies, Colledges, and in: 
other places needfull, and ſufficiently provided for, to apen'up the 
meaning of rhe Scriptures , and to have the charge of Schooles, and 
teach the rudiments of Religion, 3% 

As for Elders, there-would be ſome to be cenſurers of the man- 
ners ofthe people , one or moe in every Co ation, bur nor 
an Aſſembly of Elders in every particular kirk , but onely in 
Towns, and famous places, where reſort of men of judgement and 
ability to that effe&t may behad,, where the Elders of the particu- 
lar kirks about may convene together , and have a common El- 
derſhip, and afſembly-place among them , to creat of all things 
that concerns che Congregations of which they have the over- 
fghr, | 
Sd as thereonght co be men appointed to unite and divide the 
Pariſhes , as heceſlity and commodity requires : So would there be 
appointed by the generall kirk , with afſenc of the Prince , ſuch 
men as feare God, and know the eſtate of the Countries, that were 
able tonominate and defigne the places, where the patcicular E!- 
derſhips ſhou!d convene , taking confideration of the Dioceſſe, as 
they were divided of old , and of the eſtate of the Countries, and 
Provinces of the Realm. | 

Likewiſe concerning Provinciall and Synodall Afﬀemblies cons 
fideration were eafic ro be taken: How many and in whart plates 
they were to be holden, and how oft they ſhould convene, oughe 
ro be referred to the liberty of the generall kirk, and order to be ap- 
pointed thereip. 
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Jcrey, called commonly 
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ſheFlace. 
be THEE appoint times and places convenient 
tie 11l merfas well Magiſtrates , as inferioursto be 
ſubject rothggudgement of the ſame in Ecclehiafticall cauſes, 
without any reclamation or appellation to any Judge , Civill or 
Ecelefiaſticall within the Realm. 

The liberty of the eleRion of perſons called rothe Ecclefiaſti- 
call fantion , and obſerved withour interruption, ſo long as the 
kirk was nor corrupted by Antichriſt, we delire to be reſtored 
and retained within this Realm. 

So that none be intruſed upon any Congregation,either by the 
Prince,or any inferiour perton,withour lawfull eletion, and the 
aſſent of the people over whom the perſon is placed,as the pratiſe 
of the Apoſtolicall and Primitive Kirk,and good order craves. 

And becauſe this order,which Gods -od, craves, cannot Rand 
with partonages and preſentationto benefices uſed in the Popes 
kirk, we deſireall them, that truely feare God,earneftly ro confi- 
der,that for as much as the names of patronages and benefices,to- 
gethier with theeffeR thereof, have flowed from the Pope , and 
corruption of the Canon law onely , in fo farre as thereby any 
perſon was intruſed or placed over Kirkes having Caran an- 
mArynm. 

And-for as much as that manner of proceeding hath no ground 
in the word of God, bur is contrary tothe ſame,and to the faid li- 
berty of Eleion, they ought not now to have place in this light 
of Reformation. And therefore , whoſoever will embrace Gods 
wond, and deſire the kingdome ofhis Son Chriſt Jeſus to be ad- 
yanced, they will alſo embrace, and receive that policie and order 
which the word of God , and upright eſtate of his Kirk craves, 
otherwiſe it is in vaine that they kave profelt the ſame. 

Notwithſtanding as concerning other patronages of benefices 
that have not cram animarum,as they ſpeak : ſuch as are chaplen- 
ries, prebendaries founded upon temporall lands,anmuels,and fuch 

the ancient Patrones,to diſpone here- 
pon, when they vaike,co ſchollers and burſers,as they arerequired 
a&t of Parliament, 

As for the Kirk rents in generall we defire that order be admit- 

ted and maintained among withar may ſtand wich he finceriry 
| O 


To wit,that,2s was bets 
ofthe Kirk , excepting the 
may be divided in foure portions:of »ftc 
Paltor for his entertainment, and ho!PMality;? ro the 
ders, Deacons and other officers of the Kirk, ſacivageletks of AC 
ſemblics, takers up of the Pſalmes , Beadels and keepers of. the 
Kirk, fo far as is neceſſary : Joyning with them alſo the Doors, 
and Schoo!cs,to helprthe ancient foundations where need requires: 
the thirdportion to be beſtowed upon the poore members of the 
faithfull , and hoſpicalls : rhe fourth for reparation of the Kirks, 
and orher extraordinary charges as are profitable fox the Kirk, 
and alſo for the common-wealth, if need require. 

We defire therefore the Ecclehiaſticall goods to be uplifted and 
diſtributed faithfully ro whom hey appertaine , andthar by the 
minilterie of the Deacons,to whoſe office properly the colle&ion - 
and diſtribution thereof belongs,that the poore may be anſwered 
of their portionthereof,, andthey of the Miniſtery live without 
care and ſolicitude : as alfo the reſt of the. treaſury of the Kirk 
may be reſerved, and beſtowedto their right uſes., > . | 

If theſe Deacons be eleRed with fach qualities as Gods word 
eraves to be inthem,there is no feare, that they ſhall abuſe them- 
ſelvesin their office, as the profane ColleRtor Jed of before. 

Yer becauſe this vocation appeares to many to be dangerous, 
let them be obliſhed, as they were of old, to a yearely connr to 
the Paſtors and Elderſhip;and if the Kirk and Prince think expe- 
dient,ler camioners be  obliſhed for their fidelity, that the Kirk 
rents on na wayes be dilapidat. | | | 

And tothe:cffeF this order may take place, it is to beprovided 
thatall other intrometcers with the Kirk rent,ColleRors generall 
or ſpeciall,whether ic be by appointment of the Prince,or other= 
waies, may. be denuded of further intromiſſion therewith,and ſuf- 
fer the Kirk rents in rims conanling to- be wholly intrometted 
with by-the miniſtrie of che Deacons , and. diltribute tothe uſe 

G$efore mentioned.-- 

And alſo, to the effeR thac the Eccleſiaſticall rents may ſuſicg 
to thele uſes forthe which they are to be appointed , Wee 
thinke'ic neceſlary to be delired ,:thart all alienations , ſetting of 


#ewes , or-tacks of the rents of the. Kirk; as-well lands as tiends, 
a hurc and diminution of, the-old rentalls;be reduced and an- 


nulled, 
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CHAP. 13. 


The tilitie that ſhall flow from this yeformation. 
to all Eſtates. FI 


Eeing the end of this ſpirituall government andpolicie where- 
of we ſpeak,is,that God may be glorified,the kingdome of Je» 
ſus Chriſt advanced,and all who are of his myſticall body may 
live peaceable in conſcience; Therfore we dare boldly affirme;that 
all theſe who haye crue reſpect to theſe ends, will even fos con» 
ſcience cauſe gladly agree and conforme themſelves to thisorder, * 
and-advancethe ſame, ſofarre as lyeth in them,that their coulci- 
ence being ſet at reſt,they may be replenithed with ſpiritual glad- 
neſfe in giving full obedience to that which Gods word, andthe 
reſtimony of their-owne conſcience doth crave, and refuling all 
corruption contrary tothe lame,” _f1 
- Next wee ſhall become an example and paterne of good ard 
odly order to other nations, countries, and Kirks profeſſing the 
IO Religion with us,thar as they have glorified God in cur con» 
timing in the ſincericy ofthe word hitherrovichour any errours, 
praiſe be ro his name : forliey may have the like occafhon in our 
converſation', when as we conforme our ſelves tothat diſcipline, 
policie, and good order, which the ſame word,and purity of re- 
formation crayeth at our hands: Otheryiſe that feartull ſentence 
may be juſtly ſaid to us, The ſervant kyowing the will of his Maſter, 
and not doing it, 8c. 

Moreover, if we have any piety-or reſpe& tothe poore mem- 
bers of Jeſus Chrilt,who ſo greatly increaſe and multiply amongſt 
us, we Will nor-ſuffer them to be longer defrauded of that part of 
che patrimony of the Kirk,which juſtly belongsunto them;and by 
this order, ifit be duly put to execution, the burden of them 
ſhall bee raken off us to our great comfort , the Rtreets ſhall be 
cleanſed of the cryings and murmurings of them, as we ſhall no 


”* more be any ſcandall co other Nations,as we have hitherto been, 


for nor taking order with the poore amongſt us, 2ndcauſing the 
word which we profeſſe to be evill pokenof, giving occaſion of 
. | Pp 2 ; 
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 gorottly fizhdled by them that were EO, alle Kirk*tmen, their 

gekemen, factours, chalmerlanes and extortioners. 

"Bidally.; tothe: Kings Majeſtic: and commoth-wealth of the 

countrey this profit (hall redourd, That the other affaires of. che 

Kirk being ſufficiently provided; accordingto'thediftribution, of 

the which hart-been okenxce 6 being colleted-ip the 

Elifivivef the Kiekmay be ay ip and ſderatly 
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